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The increase in population in Ontario, it will 
be seen, is 53,657 ; in British Columbia, 91,827 ; 
in Manitoba, 93,958 ; in North-West Territories, 
78,201 ; in New Brunswick, 9,830 ; and in Nova 
Scotia, 8,720, while in Prince Edward Island the 
population has decreased 5,820.

Canada was originally discovered by Sebas
tian Cabot in 1497, but its history dates only 
from 1534, when the French took possession of 
the country. The first settlement (Quebec) was 
founded by them in 1608. In 1759 Quebec suc
cumbed to the British forces under General 
Wolfe, and in 1763 the whole territory of Canada 
became a possession of Great Britain by the 
Treaty of Paris of that year. Nova Scotia was 
ceded in 1713 by the Treaty of Utrecht, the Pro
vinces of New Brunswick and Prince Edward 
Island being subsequently formed out of it. 
British Columbia was formed into a Crown col
ony in 1858, having previously been a part of the 
Hudson Bay Territory, and was united to Van
couver Island in 1866. By the British North 
America Act, passed in 1867, the Provinces of 
Canada (Ontario and Quebec), Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick were united under the title of 
Dominion of Canada, and provision was made 
in the Act for the admission at any subsequent 
period of the other provinces and territories of 
British North America. In 1870 the Province of 
Manitoba was formed, and, with the remainder of 
the Hudson Bay Territory, now called the North- 
West Territories, admitted into the Dominion. 
British Columbia followed in 1871, and Prince 
Edward Island in 1873, Newfoundland alone 
remaining a separate colony.


