
Socialism and 
Unionism

It is quite frequently asserted that Socialism is 
inimical to Unionism, taking that term to mean 
Trades and Labor Unionism in its several forms. 

« When such an assertion comes from union leaders 
of high and low degree who, at election times, are 
found hand in glove with the politicians of the 
old parties, nothing further need be said. And 
when it comes from obviously honest and well- 
intentioned unionists, the briefest of inquiry will 
invariably reveal the fact that, of even the most 
elementary principles of Socialism they have 
not the slightest knowledge.

On the other hand that assertion is vehemently 
denied and met with the counter claim that Social- 

. ism and Unionism have aims and objects in com­
mon. Here also will he found either a defective 
knowledge of Socialism or a hardly creditable de­
sire to curry favor with organized labor.

Only an examination into the objects of the two 
movements and the causes w'hich have called them


