
5

Then Mikumwesu said, “That I know, but it is not as strong 
as mine. Mine you must use if you desire to kill him.”

Then Gluskap examined Mikumwesu's bow, and seeing how 
small it was, could not understand why it was better than his 
own for this occasion; but Mikumwesu explained, “Half-stone 
Man is a powerful shaman and can dodge the large arrows of your 
bow. Therefore do you go and quarrel with him, and then I 
will shoot him for you. This will show you what my bow can do.” 
Saying this he fired the bow at a large rock, showing Gluskap how 
powerful it was. When Gluskap, at his brother’s request, exam
ined the rock he found that it had been pierced completely. This 
satisfied him. So he went to the camp of Half-stone Man, who 
had returned and was sitting with his axe and club, both of stone, 
beside him. He invited Gluskap to sit down. Gluskap did so 
and said, “Why did you send me that bad meat to eat?”

Half-stone Man replied, “It is sufficient for you. I should not 
have sent you any without some reward. All in this vicinity must 
buy their meat of me, for I alone have it; and you should do the 
same, for you arc not a whit better than the rest, though you 
do call yourself the great Chief. I am the chief here and can keep 
all food from the men, if I so desire. I will show you my power.” 
So speaking, he grasped his club and struck a great boulder 
and smashed it to pieces.

“Now,” said he, “there is the meat (pointing to the fresh meat). 
If you will bring someone in payment you can have the meat; but if 
not, you will go without it.”

Gluskap said, “You speak very boldly. A child could kill 
you.”

By this time Mikumwesu had arrived. He knew that Gluskap 
could kill Half-stone Man if he so desired. While conversing 
with Izignapogos, Gluskap smelt the odour of sweet-smelling 
herbs (migwinspipomp = lovadj, the Iroquois material used 
instead of tobacco) and knew that Mikumwesu was there, he 
being the only one who smoked it. Gluskap looked at the smoke- 
hole at the top of the wigwam and saw Mikumwesu standing 
on the place where the poles crossed. Right then Half-stone 
Man and Gluskap were going to fight. Mikumwesu seized his 
bow and arrow and pinned him to the rock. He then came down


