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Kirst it is I'lairtU'd that oven mi Die lidc "f tir.iliiclidn Ihc
comnctitivp --ysli'm )n-i failed F,vi'rvwlii'n> m'kiuI ,w is waste
and inrfTiciiMicv. Wlicrc rid iivivali' nrniil is In In. liad, .; scrvin'

is not dime, evon tluiiicti vitally lu'ccssarv WIi.tc nvilit 's t<i

ho had. ciimnctitdrs nisti in witlmiit minilMV. W'r have many
times as many iTii<l(il('tn<'n as an' necessary, a little irrocery-

sliire on every eonicr. where 'H'e "mid one woiiM do. Contrast
the nl;inless disli-iliulion of mill Ijv a scon' f <-o;iiiietini.' deal-

ers servinjr a sii'.rle street, and the systematic dislriliiition of
mail hy a central authority. Xole ;he ' iss of elTorl and moni'y
in parnllel railways, eorniietinj.' ^'as comiv.nies, diiiilira''d elec-

tric-liifht or power iilants. fount up the v.asles 'if advert isinir.

"The hatter in the SIririd of London." declared ( irlvie, and the
.socialist echoes him. "instead of iiinkiti^r lu'ller "elt hats than
another, mounts a hiii.'e lath-anil-plaster hal, seven feet hijrh.

upon wheels, sends a m.ari to drive il Ihroiu'h the streets, hop-
ing to he .saved 'herehv. He has imt .uiempted to make belter
hats, as he was apnoinled liv the Cniversi' to do. and as with
this Insrenuily of his 'u' coidd prohahlv havi' done : lint his whole
industry is turned to persuade lis th-d lie has m."le such. He
too knows that the qiiticV has Ik comi' tlod." In America this

waste amounts to hundreds of millions a year.

Consider the constant lack of adiiistment lietween supply
and demand, the <-''ils here, the famines ihere. HaiihazanVy
scattered prodia orepare to meet the !'uessed-al wants of
world-wide consum 'rs. The adiiistment is never 'Xact. At
times it fails utterly; wi' have crises and panics, periods of
"over-production." when factories cannot sell their output and
workmen cannot find employment.

The case for competition is no more favorahle, it is urired.

when we turn from quantity to ciinlily of products. "Ac'iil-

teration is a form of competition." was the frank jpolojry of-

fered by John Brifjht. The advance of science and oriprinal sin

have made it possible to coi.. terfeit almost every article of
common hou.sehold use. the more easily because of the lack
of experience of the final p'.irchaser. Kv n in Tennyson's day
"chalk and alum and pl'ister were sold to the poor for bread."
and the wooden nutmej; had '•; christened a slate. Tlut the
amateur and iinsophisticateu ell'orts of half a ei'ntury ago
pale before the accomplish: cnts of to-day—the red raspliorry
.jam which once was pelatin. anilin.', and timothy seed; the
prune-.iuice and fu.se! oil masquerading as whiskey; the chic-
ory in the coffee and the pea -hulls in the chicory: the artificial

oil.s in the flavoring-extractn; I he labels we drink at cham-
pagne prices; the shoddy we are clothed in and the paper soles
we walk on; the "Corot" on our \\alls witli it>- paint scarce


