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After making this preliuinsry obcexvation, the Ethiopian
Red Cross begs permiscsion to Leply to these un just accusations.,
...The first r fers to the case we have just mentioned, nsemely
e ' ‘the four soldiers of the Sccond Llacitshirt D1v1sion killed
in the Tigre on December 3rd, whose bodies are alleged to have
shown "wounds made by dum-dum bullets among other wounds*.
The Ethiopian Red Cross relies on the Italian Government to
supply its own refutation, which it duly gives a few paragraphs
later in the same memorandum, when it acknowledzes that the
bodies "were quite unrecogrisable at first sight". Thus any
ascertainment of wounds, and still rore any distinction between
wounds caused by dum- dum bullcts and ordinary bullets, must
have been absolutely impossible.

The second case reported deserves still less consideration.
It is stated "that an Iritrean Askari was wounded by an ex-
plosive bullet". The menorandum doecs not venture to assert
that this was a dum=-dum bullet. It is probable that this
explosive project11_ was a shell, particularly as the 73rd
Italian Communiqué dated Dcccnber 15th and referring to the
Dembeguina fisht does not claim that dum-dum bullets were
used.  lHence it must be 'concluded that the Itglian Govern-
ment, after reproaching the _thiopians with shooting at the
Italian soldiers with oidinary bullets, is now reproaching
them for havine fired shells at them.

As regards the soldiers *ounded in the Abbi Addi fichts
on Decewber 18th and 22nd, it should be remarxed that the
Italian Government does not venture to assert that their
wounds were caused by dum-dum bullets.: lioreover, the wounds
described are exactly the same as those caused by an ordinary
bullet. We venture to quote the relevant passazes of
"Chirurgie de Guerre" by Mauclaire, Paris, 1918, pp. 15 and 17,
with recard to the vounds caused by ordlncry bullets

"There is a sort of shattering of all the tisswe s
and a veritable focus of mortified tissue all along the
track of the wound. This focus of necrosis of the soft
and hard parts is complicated by infiltration of the Hood
in the thickness of the muscle and by bone splinters pro-
Jected to a great distance through the soft parts; the
zone of attrition thus extends very far and these morti-
fied tissues become easily infected.

"The study of the dynamic properties of bullets has
shown that, at close ranzes of 100, 2C0 and 400 metres, an
"ordinery pro jectile may cause a very serious ‘*explosive®wound."

As regards the three cases which follow and which relate to
the battles of Tansoca, Hananlei and Areri, with the exception
of the case of the soldier vho is alleged to have had the top
of his skull blown off by a dum-dum bullet "fired point-blank",
the facts are ieported too varuely to deserve a reply. It is
ascserte , for example, that "during the battle of Eananlei on
November 11th last, the Abyssinians made free use of dum-dum
bullets.” The nuanber of illed or wourded is not =ziven. As
regards the exception niniioned, the photozraph attaciuned shows
clearly that the zapina hole nisht Jjust as well have been caused
by a sword cut, a shell fracment or even an ordinsry bullet. The
Italian Government itself  indicates that the wound might have been
caused by an ordinary bullet,for it states thast the projectile was
"fired point-blank". ~~ord1n0 tc the pastaze just quoted, however,
an ordinary bullct fired &t close range not exceeding 400 wmetres
may cause a very serious "explosive" w.und.
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