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The British Commonwealth Air Trwmiog Pirn vf: w.■f PROGRAMME :The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan was established 
by agreement between Canada, the United Kingdom. Australia and 
New Zealand on December 17,1939, and the Government of Canada
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Arrival of Hi* Excellency the Governor General
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was appointed administrator of the pkm. The organization and 

anning-cif/this tremendous undertaking, made infinitely more 
gent with the collapse of France a few months later, devolved 
x>n the R.C.A.F. and this task was assumed as a greater contribu-
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purely Canadian air squadrons tor despatch overseas.
The object of the plan was to supply as ffflbiently and ifoeedily 

as possible a stream of well trained air crew to obtain ana main
tain air superiority over enemy skyfronts. The combined efforts of 
the British Commonwealth, the United States and the Soviet Union 
have achieved this purpose.

Construction work on the plan started the day immediately tolc'Â v ' fi 
lowing the signing of the agreement and the first students com- T , 
menced training at an Initial Training School the following April 

In December 1941 the last school scheduled under the original 
plan was opened. The original agreement called for g,peak air- 
crew production at the rate of 20,864 a year. The programme Was 
... ,v „ ,«»ever and the production objective was raised to a 

^lcain&rpfak of 52,503 pm 
by June 1944. The actual * 
in February; 1944 when 3.Î 
rate of 50,700.

The Balfour-Pawer agreement of that month lowered the objec
tive to a rate of 20>965 but because of the time lag and the fact 
that aircrew then In training were to meet requirements 18 months5^ P
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The cumulatif total of thé overall 

130,000 aircrew of which more thfr| 69.
youdg men from far 

dam. Australia, New Zealand
; Poles, Czechs, Norwegians, ______
and others. Besides aircrew; "more 
■re graduated from the pi*» Qf
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Air Marshal Robert Leckie, C.B., D.S.O., D.S.C., D.i.C. 
Chief of the Air Staff, extending official welcome.
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SPEECHES BY

His Excellency the Governor General.
V '.. , : '

5. f ÿ His Excellency the Hon. Ray Atherton, United 
States Ambassador to Canada.

Rt. Hon. Malcolm MacDonald, K.C., M.C, V.D., M.P., 
High Commissioner of the United Kingdom.

Lt. Col. W. R. Hpdgson, O.B.K., acting High 
Commissioner for the Ççwutionwealth of Australia.

Hon. David Wilson, High Commissioner for the 
DominiaWof New Zeeland--,
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mnum. with this rate to be reached 
tit was reached four months earlier, 
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9. X Dr. Frantisek Pavlasek, Czechoslovakian Minister 
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