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The free press blues «Z-

FR1M6E
emEAiisr^Recently, we’ve stirred up some “controversy” on this campus. Some peo­

ple have accused us of being too controversial or. at the very least, 
insensitive.

This criticism, however, is a moot point. Our mandate as an autonomous 
newspaper has never been to be either politically or ethically correct: these 
being relative, inconstant, arguable values — not absolutes.

The most significant objectives of any student newspaper are to inform 
and educate, but also to provide a forum for discussion. Sometimes in 
achieving these ends, we have reflected some of the unpleasantness that 
exists in the world, and in so doing have provoked “controversy."

However, in so doing, we have not had a hidden policy of directing mal­
ice toward anyone or any group in this community, as some people have 
mistakenly claimed.

Controversy is the lifeblood of democracy. If there is something w hich 
people believe is offensive or fallacious, we have encouraged discussion of 
it in this paper.

Offensive material should be challenged and defeated in the same public 
forum that allowed it to he expressed originally — through the grievance 
procedure of a newspaper (the letters to the editor) — and not necessarily 
removed or retracted by an apology.

Apologies, although sometimes necessary, can never take the place of a 
strong counter argument, nor can they match its impact on the reader.

The best that Excalibur can do when reaching out to a community as 
large as that of York is to offer many differing ideas, many of which w ill 
necessarily collide. If collision upsets you. we apologize.

But we believe that collision is better than the status quo. It challenges 
progressive intellects and asks us to form opinons. In short, to think 

for ourselves: listen to all — accept some — deny the rest — and move on.
We should not homogenize our information by promoting one approach 

while muting another. A certain amount of opposition and criticism is 
healthy. Sometimes, the information we read is hard to swallow , but this 
should be a warning that we don't have the final, unassailable answers.

In an ideal democratic forum, giving the right of free speech to one per­
son or group means you must honor it for everyone, even if their views 
contradict your own.

Unfortunately, there are no absolute freedoms, especially at York, so 
what we have instead is an arbitrary and hazy line between controversy and 
composure that changes slightly each year w ith each different editor and 
different volunteer staff.

Excalibur doesn't expect that everything it prints will appeal to everyone 
at any given time — we don’t try to do the impossible. If we did. we 
couldn’t continue: we would have to scrutinize every article, opinion, letter 
and illustration so stringently with “expert" sub-committees that we could 
never publish a paper twice a week.

Like any organization, Excalibur is staffed by people of differing view­
points. But as student journalists, we must be willing to tolerate dissent and 
be as willing to look at ugliness as beauty before passing judgement. If we 
do not. then we had better be cautious of editorial chill in our newsroom: a 
bite which might supress controversial opinions.

Jello Biafra. a controversial American free speech advocate, once said 
that even the most innocuous opinion can be construed as hate literature 
by an individual or lobby group.

Once we start making it inconvenient to reflect and comment on our 
society, we stifle the lifeblood that gives a free press its strength and 
character.
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f xcahbut welcomes tellers lo me editor on all topics We will publish space permuting tellers up to 500 words ,n length They must be 

and accompanied by the writer s name signature and telephone number The opinions expressed belong to thetyped double spaced
writers and do not necessarily rellect those ol Excalibur stall or directors However we will refuse tetters that are racist sexist libellous or

individual or an identifiable gi oup All material is subiect to editing All submissions must bethose which attempt to incite hatred toward an 

addressed to the Editor-in-chief Room 111 Central Square

A disservice to African people on campus
Ms. Parris, as an African person.articles such as this one are written 

and published to promote an under- join the struggle, don t stab it in the 
standing of African people, then back, 
you'll be asking that question for a 
long time to come.

To the editor.

Tawanna Parris’ article, “Black His­
tory: The struggle for identity," 
(Feb. 4), has done a disservice to 
African people on this campus and 
everywhere. 1 particularly object to 
your reference to Ontario Housing 
as “. . . building for black kids” and 
your statement that the parents of 
these children have “given up hope." 
The worst aspect of yourarticle is its 
negative focus.

Sample these positives:
In 1893, an African man Dr. 

Daniel Hale Williams, became the 
first doctor — African or white — to 
successfully perform open heart 
surgery on a man named James Cor­
nish. That Cornish lived another 20 
years after, proof of the opertion’s 
success.

In 1914. an African man named 
Garrett A. Morgan invented and 
patented a breathing device that we 
today call the “gas mask." With this 
invention, many lives w-ere saved in 
1916 when a tunnel being con­
structed under Lake Erie exploded. 
In 1923, Morgan patented an auto­
matic traffic signal. This signal 
became the forerunner of the over­
head and sidewalk traffic lights that 
we use each day.

And so on . . .
These are what African people 

need to focus on and strive for. The 
African race has been and still is a 
vital part of history. African or black 
history (have you ever heard Chinese 
history referred to as yellow his­
tory???) is thousands of years old and 
is full of adventure, romance, 
accomplishments, and tales, sup­
ported by archeological evidence. 
People need to know that slavery 
accounts for a VERY SMALL PART 
OF IT!

Ms. Parris asks "how much can we 
as a black people suffer?" Well, if

Excalibur will be holding its final staff meeting before the new editor- 
in-chief is hired in March.

Come to Room 111 Central Square on Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 4:00 
pm to discuss specific concerns you have with the paper.

Susan Roberts

Black history feature lacking 
historically and culturallyEXCALIBUR

author is at pains to note how black 
kids “are tired or hearing about 
European history." yet no steps are 
taken towards reconciling this 
imbalance. Rather than tell us about 
Marcus Garvey, or other prominent 
black individuals, she speaks of 
some vague notion of a “European 
way of socialization." The article is 
void ol' historical and cultural
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Edilor-in-Chiel
Opening the Feb. 4 issue of Exca­
libur, I stumbled upon the article 
entitled “Black History: The strug­
gle for identity." I began to read the 
article with enthusiasm with the 
hope of learning something about 
black history. Instead, I found only 
poor.journalism and negativity that 
borders on hatred.

The author speaks of domination 
and oppression as if they are expe­
rienced exclusively by blacks. This is 
not the case. Blacks are unquestion­
ably the victims of oppression, but so 
loo are many other humans.

Racism, sexism and bigotry are 
rampant in our world. This is the 
case because fear and ignorance, 
which breed hatred, are also wides­
pread. The struggle to end hatred 
rests predominantly on education. 
This is where Tawanna Parris failed
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European history is fraught with 
social injustice and cultural intoler­
ance, however, this is not the main 

here. What is most disturbingissue
about this article is the author's con­
tempt for “Europeans'" (read 
“w hites?”) w hich borders on hatred.

There is a wealth of black history 
she could speak of. yet she does not. 
The blacks without an identity, 
without knowledge of their history, 
without pride of their past are thus 
found wanting. They are not the only 

Non-blacks are also left witli-

Merle Menzies 
Patty Milton-Rao 
. . Meiyin Yap 

Boris Koechlm 
Mary Jankulak 

Kevin Connolly
ones.
out insight into the history of a peo­
ple. left to remain ignorant about 
their fellow humans.

us.
I do not profess to know the 

details of how a Black History 
Month came to be, however. I can 
certainly recognize its value. It acts 
as a small step toward countering 
centuries of injustice. It provides an 
opportunity to educate and toster 
understanding. Blacks and non- 
blacks alike may benefit from such 
education.

Education is of critical impor­
tance to the blacks that are without 
an identity. It is ironic that the

In the “Letters" section of Exca­
libur it is noted that letters which 
“attempt to incite hatred toward an 
inclix idttal or identifiable group" w ill 
he refused. Perhaps you might con­
sider adopting the same policy lor 
articles.
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