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Public Enemy fights the powers that be

by Colin Trethewey

“This recording contains
controversial material which may
be offensive to some.” Do you
find this alarming, have you ever
read anything so absurd? I was
shocked when I saw this label on
an audio recording. Fear Of A
Black Planet by Public Enemy
has censors cringing in fear at the
implications of its message.
Without a single obscenity in its
content , what seems to be the
problem? Censorship in the free
world should not be based on
concepts.

Public Enemy, an all black rap
group, carries a reputation of
militancy towards their cause;
uniting blacks to combat what they
feel is a conspiracy to eradicate
their race. Black power is the
underlying theme to their battle.
“Black Power 1990is acollective
means of self defence against the
worldwide conspiracy to destroy
the black race. It’s a movement
that only puts fear in those that
have a vested interest in the
conspiracy, or that think that it’s
something other than what it
actuallyis....” Thisisaquote taken
directly from the album jacket.

The album includes “Burn
Hollywood Burn”, a typical track
that describes black actors being
castindegradingroles. Big Daddy
Kane sings “Like I guess I figure
you to play some jigaboo on the
plantation, what else can a nigger
do”.

Other titles include Anti-Nigger
Machine, Fight The Power,
Revolutionary Generation, Final
Count Of The Collision Between
Us And The Damned, and Brothers
Gonna Work It Out.

The music is hard-core rap. It is

thought provoking but more than
anything else it ignites a rage to
take up arms against the system.
On the album jacket, “If youcan’t
getwhat’ rightfully yours youmust
try to capture it by any means
necessary’ .

If you want motivation to join
Public Enemy’s fight against the
plottodestroy the black race, then
hop on the #1 bus down Spring
Garden and purchase the album
immediately. Ignore public
opinion and buy this powerful
album.

continued from p.11
we're all used to performing on
our own on the sireet [as buskers]
it can get a little too tense
sometimes”. This tension, rather
than tearing them apart, knits No
Damn Fears into an extremely
kinetic and talented onstage unit.
The band was forced to play
multiple encores until Pierce had
to admit to the audience that
“honestly, we justdon’tknow any
more songs”.

The band seems to have turned

| the corner from grinding-out
simple garage music to providing
| something exceedingly close 1o

professional entertainment. Their

Public Enemy’s symbol, (as
seen on thealbum cover) the image
of a black man in plain view of a
gunsite target, further emphasizes
their conviction. Although they
are being decimated, the
representation of the black planet
ismethodically overshadowing the
earth. Public Enemy offers one
solution to save theirrace from the
iconspiracy. “United we stand, yes
divided we fall, together we can
stand tall.”

nextconcrete date is at the King’s
Watch benefit on the twenty-
eighth of this month. I would
strongly reccomend it to anyone
who is looking for a big dose of
pleasure.
Rowan’s label has performed a
true service in giving this, and the
rother four bands the chance to
‘play for their local audience.
'Especially since the evening didn’t
,wind-up breaking even for DTK.
This is the third such event they
have promoted, and they hope to
seemore of the same, with ancven
‘stronger attendance, in the near
future.

ZENITH

data systems

Groupe Bull

Come to the PCPC Student Days Event
at the
Dalhousie SUB
September 20th, and 21st.
Draw to be held for a Mountain Bike.
Compliments of Zenith

on
Zenith LP-PLUS SYSTEMS
Purchased between September 1, 1990 and November 30, 1990

Z-286LP-PLUS 20HD
including ZCM-149-P

Monitor

$2046.00

Systems include MS-DOS4.0, Microsoft ®Windows 3.0™, and

Easily Upgraded to a 386SX™ for $390.00

Only Available for Faculty, Staff, and Students of Dalhousie, St. Mary's, Mount St. Vincent, TUNS, NSCAD.
PCPC Howe Hall Basement Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.S. B3H 4J5 Ph. 494-2626

PCPClis Pleased to Offer a
THREE YEAR WARRANTY

Parts and Labour

$2279.00

Microsoft® Mouse™

Z-286LP-PLUS 40HD
including ZCM-149-P

Monitor
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