Pornography: Obscene prbfits at women
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“So we've tried averting our eyes—but where
to these days? Billboards, marquees, and
massage parlor ads are omni-present. In the
act of buying a paper at my corner news stand,
| am surrounded with material contemptuous
of my womanhood. My rhetoric may pro-
nounce such material “sexist propaganda’’;
my nausea rises in simple humiliation. It
hurts...Pornography consists no longer [if it
ever did} of seedy entrepreneurs slobbering
along society's lunatic fringe. It's a major
industry...and it's aiming for respectability.”

—Robin Morgan,
New York Times, 3 /24 /78

Pornography is a major industry, but is also
a very elusive one. Despite its increasing visi-
bility, few people know where it all comes

the increase and tremendously profitable.
One way to get a handle on the industry as a
whole is to break it down into its hard and soft
core varieties. Hard core pornography has in
the past ten years become a heavily central-
ized, multimillion dollar enterprise primarily

—Larry Flynt “. . . Why do
you think men molest
children? Because they’re
afraid of relating to liber-
ated women.”
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engaged in producing and distributing hun-

dreds of magazines, newspapers, books, peep
shows, and films, with a highly profitable
spinoff mail order business dealing in “marital
aids.” Hard core is explicit; it depicts sexual

from. There is only a vague sense that it is on

All Nicaraguans ar

“Our kids are getting ready for more
serious combat,” explained a mother
from one of the poor neighbourhoods
of Managua, “and they have our
support. We're getting the first-aid
ready now. The next time, we will go
along with our boys and fight with
them.”

This mother was speaking for many
parents in Nicaragua. Sympathy and
support for the Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN), and oppo-
sition to the regime of Anastasio
Somoza, have become practically
universal throughout the country.
Today only the Somoza family, the
7,500-man National Guard, and a
small remnant of the Liberal Party
really back the dictator. “All Nicar-
aguans are Sandinista” goes a popular
rallying-cry.

The freedom-fighter Sandino, and
the first Somoza dictator (grandfather
of the present one) both go back over
forty years, but it is especially in the
last ten months that the conflict has
grown to the point where the majority
of Nicaraguans support the Sandinista
movement. The assassination (prob-
ably by the government) of the popular
opposition figure, the publisher
Chamorro, in January and the spec-
tacular Sandinista takeover of the
National Palace in August seemed to
encourage the civilian population to
participate as never before. In Sep-
tember the country’s five key cities,
except Managua, were liberated by
relatively few Sandinistas helped by
large numbers of citizens. Somoza
retaliated by bombing the cities.

During the first week of November,
four representatives of the Canadian
and American churches travelled to
Nicaragua to meet with the people and
determine how they might contribute
more effectively to a just solution to
the present conflict. From Canada,
Michael Czerny S.J. represented the
Inter Church Committee on Human
Rights in Latin America in the
delegation.

This group had extensive talks with
a broad spectrum of Nicaraguans.
They met with the Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Managua and Protes-
tant church leaders as well as political
leaders from several sectors of the
opposition to the Somoza government.
In particular they met with representa-
tives of the Broad Opposition *Front
(FAO) and of the three tendencies of
the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN).

As well, the delegation met with
representatives of the American gov-
ernment, members of the International
mediation team, and representativesg
of the Nicaraguan business and
commerce sector. They visited one of
the most heavily damaged cities and

intercourse in ever possible configuration with

interviewed people who had been
present during the struggle and
testified to the conflict.

After the visit to Nicaragua, the
delegation travelled to Costa Rica and
there they met with exiled Nicaraguan
groups and with people helping
Nicaraguan refugees.

The following is excerpted from the
report issued by the delegation upon
their return to North America:

The Nicaraguans with whom we

every imaginable partner and species. It also
features heavy doses of violence—even
torture—which is almost always directed
towards women and children.

Ownership of this part of the industry is
dominated today by organized crime—busi-
nesspeople who invest in illegal enterprises.
Finally, hard core pornography is usually sold
through the mail or in “generic” establish-
ments. You won’t find Dog Fuck in your local
supermarket.

Soft cote pornography is also a multi-million
dollar business, and it includes mass market
magazines and feature-length films. The
magazines, such as Playboy, Penthouse, and
Gallery, are nationally distributed with the
likes of Times and Newsweek, they carry
“straight” advertising; and you will find them
at your local supermarket, though their covers
may be obscured by paper wrapping.

Soft core's contents avoid the legally
“obscene” category. Open them up and you'll

spoke have been drawn together,
especially by the events of the past
year, into an opposition to General
Anastasio Somoza which unites prac-
tically all sectors of the population.
They see him as a tyrant who is
maintained in power by military force
alone. They attest that the system he
has established and in which members
of his family and top leaders of the
National Guard participate has reached
unprecedented levels of corruption.

Canadian connection |
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The Somoza dasty, set up in
power by the Unit{States more than
forty years ago armaintained there
by the U.S. ever si, has lost nearly
all support amonge people. Today,
only his family, | National Guard
which he commés, and a small
remnant of his Liral Party support
Somoza. Church, siness, industry,
labor, the people a whole oppose
him. Yet he rems in power, the
repressive NationGuard apparatus
remains intact, ¢ renewed, even
more bloody armegonflict is held to
be inevitable and#ninent. It is this
paradox which -cyimed our atten-
tion.

The Nicaragu:ff we met were
unanimous in thdfeeling that the
chief obstacle toElce is Somoza's
continuance in pcy.

It is clear that tidational Guard is
Somoza's essentipower base, and
to avoid further «flict, it must be
restructured and ight undercivilian
control.

The removal ofe Somozas from
power and th~ rructuring of the
National Guard 2 the essential
preconditions for'l,lgress towards a
solution.

The internatior mediation team
composed of the'S.A., Guatemala
and the Dominicaiepublic inspires
little, if any, corence among the
Nicaraguan pecplnd the organiza-
tions which repent their aspir-
ations. Despite tiopposition’s un-
derstanding that iad the U.S. State
Department's a:rance that the
mediation team uld give highest
priority to the reml of Somoza and
the restructuringf the National
Guard, in fact thqediation has not
addressed theseloblems energet-
ically.

Popular fear, frration and unrest
are mounting due the lack of any
visible response t2oples expressed
demands.

There is massivypular admiration
and support for ' Sandinista Nat-
ional Liberation nt (FSLN). This
support cuts &ss social and
economic classed! of which have
suffered under Seza's rule, but it
comes most stroy from the poor
who have borne ibrunt of official
corruption and viace.

Michael CzernyJ., the Canadian
representative othe international
delegation to Nicaua and co-author
of the report excexd here, will be in
Halifax on Decepr 7. Addressing
the issue "“Nicauva: Freedom or
Death”, Czerny wie speaking at St.
Mary's University Theatre A of the
Burke Education?ntre at 8 p.m.
Everyone is wsme to attend.

Copies of the deition’s full report
(" time.

will be available &

Beaver, Club Chic, and Nugget, and com-
petition—namely  from Penthouse— has
knocked Playboy into second place. Six of the
ten most profitable news stand monthlies are
now “male entertainment” magazines.

Feature length soft and hard core por-
nographic films have also increased in
number. The Adult Film Association told the
Wall Street Journal that 100 feature length
porno films were shot in the U.S. in 1977,
almost twice the number made five years ago.
The Association claims that in 1977 weekly
box office gross of these films was estimated
at $3.5 million—almost a tenth of the gross of
all other movies shown in the U.S.

Hard core materials in the 1950's were often
produced by pimps as a side business venture.
The market was localized because a nation-
wide set-up would have taken a lot of capital
and organization. But by the time Playboy and
imitators had become a predictable sight on
the newsstands, hard core porn had also
begun to grow dramatically. Between 1960 and
1970, for instance, 55 bookstores and 16
theaters opened in New York City.

“Most people, when you talk about porno,
still visualize some guy in his garage with an
old mimeo machine turning out some nasty
drawings,” a retired FBI| agent who worked the
pornography detail for 30 years told D&S.
“They just cannot visualize how sophisticated
the industry is, how large it is, how much
distribution there is.”

Organized Crime Steps In

Unearthing information about the hard core
industry is very difficult, and the FBI was the
only source D&S could find that had followed
the industry’'s development over the years on a
national level. The FBI attributes the rapid
growth of hard core to organized crime, and
though it certainly has an interest in
emphasizing “the mob" as a justification for
its own importance, much of its information
was corroborated.

In the mid-1960's, organized crime first
recognized the enormous profit potential of
pornography, according to the FBI. It began
“investing” in the Times Square bookstore
business by offering “protection” (from its
own harassment and the police) in exchange
for 20% of the bookstores’ gross sales.
From there they moved into mass production
of film footage, books, magazines, and sex
aids, and into the development of a national
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DOES 1T SAY ANYTHING IN THERE

| ABOUT TENDERNESS, EMPATHY OR
WOMENS SEXUAL NEEDS!

Respectability and “the Mainstream”
Some people interpret the recent extremes
of porn—especially “kiddie porn” and the
“Snuff” films that depict the torture and muti-
lation of women, as part of a backlash against
the women’s movement. Another theory is that

the inclusion of what was once “shocking™

material in today’s mainstream films, maga-
zines, and TV has simply pushed porno-
graphers to new extremes of exploitation in
order to maintain drawing power.

Things are getting more extreme. One re-
searcher at Florida State University who has
been analyzing sex pulp novels reports that
rape scenes now occur twice as often as they
did ten years ago, and the fictional women are
enjoying it more. “The subtheme is that the
female really does want to be subjugated; no

distribution system. matter how much she says no, go ahead and

—Women picketing in several cities succeeded in stopping
“Snuff”, a film which advertised that it included footage

of a woman actually being mutilated.
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In California, where much of the nation's
pornography is produced, the FBI estimates
that porn book publishing alone brings in $5
million. An average hard core bookstore
displays hundreds of $5-10 magazines, and
books plus sex paraphernalia such as $30 life
size talking plastic dolls (“Every word you ever
wanted a woman to say to you will at last be
yours,” says the promo, “and the most
wonderful thing is she only ‘talks’ when you
tell her to#' Peep shows can gross more than
$10,000 a year and most- bookstores have
several machines.

The hard core industry has three giants:
Parliament News in Los Angeles, headed by
Milton Luros, Sovereign News in Cleveland,
headed by Reuben Sturman, and Peachtree
Enterprises, run by Mike Thevis in Atlanta.
Each of the three covers a different part of the
country, and together, they essentially control
some 400 smaller companies.

“We don’t think an independent person
could just go into the Combat Zone and open a
business,” concurred a Boston Vice Sguad
detective. “Certain groups have certain areas
laid out as their territory.”

Wherever they are, the hard core manu-
facturers are ever-creative in dodging inves-
tigation. The Broadway Association, a busi-
ness group that fights pornography in the
Times Square theater district reports that
“certain names always seem to crop up but
they are almost totally inaccessible; you
cannot get them on the phone, they do not
respond, and they hide behind dummy
corporations.” These businessmen also make
use of elaborate sub-leasing systems that will
literally go into 20 sub sub subs.

do it anyway because she'll be grateful to you
afterwards.”

Of course another subtheme holds that
women who don't enjoy it are fun too. In one
pornographic film a bike gang breaks into a
church during a first communion service and
rapes six little girls; a story in the newspaper
Kinky Foxes describes the elaborate torture of
a woman using enemas.

These extremes aside, much of porn does
seem to be entering the “mainstream of
American life,” as Screw magazine editor Al
Goldstein says. In March of this year a well-
known crime figure openly became the owner
of two Manhattan buildings used for sex
industry establishments. One ‘“organized
crime expert” quoted by the New York Times
commented, “Zaffarano may not care anymore
about being up front because pornography no
longer has a bad image—it's profitable and
respectable. If the public accepts it then the
mob won't have any inhibitions about openly
making a profit from it."”

The respectability of porn may really have
begun with Hugh Hefner, who introduced
Playboy to offer 'status, romance and
girls—all that a guy works for in our society.”
Within a decade the $50 million Playboy
“empire” owned dozens of clubs all over the
world and had produced movies, books,
records, several magazines, Jazz festivals and
a syndicated TV show.

Like its newer competitors, Playboy has
been able to attract big advertisers because of
an affluent, consumption-oriented male
readership. And now, with their market
secured, these magazines go to greath lengths
to distinguish themselves from their hard core
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brethren. "“Playboy’s sensuality is joyous and
sunlit,” says the PR department. “Those who
prefer to view life more darkly and through a
key hole can fill their needs in other places.”

Larry Flynt agrees with this distinction. “I
started Hustler because Playboy and Pent--
house were copping out. They got afraid to
admit they were selling tits’n’ass. Flynt, who
makes over $15 million a year from Hustler,
Chic, Leasure Time sex accessories, and his
own distributing company, supports the
“backlash” theory: “I'm in favor of the
women’s movement. It's just that they take no
responsibility for scaring men...Why do you
think men molest children? Because they're
afraid of relating to liberated women.”

Challenging the Pornography Trade

Flynt gained his own respectability of sorts
when, in response to his 1977 conviction in
Cincinnati (on charges of conspiracy and
pandering obscenity), a self-initiated petition
in his support—headed “Larry Flynt: Ameri-
can Dissident”—was signed by 89 writers,
editors, and publishers. Very few women
signed the petition. As Gloria Steinem
commented, “Flynt is not a dissident in our
culture. He's a pillar of it.”

But many feminists who attack pornography
do so while rejecting censorship as a strategy.
“Though | share the impulse behind them, |
think these appeals for an official crackdown
are mistaken and dangerous,” writes Ellen
Willis in the Columbia Journalism Review.
“Pornography is a threat to women, but...
feminists who support censorship are offering
the state a weapon that will inevitably be used
against us.”

Direct political action is most often favored.
Women picketing in several cities succeeded
in stopping “Snuff,” a film which advertised
that it included footage of a women actually
being mutilated. In Manhattan, the west side
community of Chelsea picketed to protest the
transformation of a favorite local theater into a
porn theater. -

Woman Against Violence Against Women
(WAVAW) has sponsored numerous protests
including one against a poster depicting a
battered woman saying, “I'm Black and Blue
From the Rolling Stones and | Love It.”
WAVAW's tactics include spray painting
signs, picketing, and writing protest letters to
promoters. They are currently organizing a
boycott of Warner Brothers, Electra, and
Atlantic record labels which produce album
covers showing women being gang-raped,
chained and beaten.

Women Against Violence Against Women
also considers itself a consumer action group.
As Todd Gitlin maintains in an essay on
pornography in the film magazine Cineaste,
“This is the general theme of the society of
disposables: sex...is a commodity to be
turned in for next year's brand new model."”




