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Chief Seattle speaks
In 1854 theGreat White Chief in Washington, President Franklin Pierce, made an offer for a large area of Indian land and promised a reservation for the 

Indum people. Chief Seattle s reply, published here in fall, has been described as the most beautiful and profound statement on the environment ever made.

How can you buy or sell the sky, the wind itself, cleansed by rain or scented with who shot them from a passing train I am a be brothers after all. We shall see. One thing 
warmth of the land? The idea is strange to the pine cone. savage and I do not understand how the we know which the white man may one day
us. If we do not own the freshness of the air The air is precious to the red man, for all smoking iron horse can be more important discover—our god is the same God. You 
and the sparkle of the water, how can you things share the same breath: the beast, the than the buffalo that we kill only to stay may think that you own Him as you wish to 
buy them? tree, the man, they all share the same breath, alive. own our land, but you cannot. He is the God

very part of this earth is sacred to my The white man does not seem to notice the What is man without the beasts? If all the of man and his compassion is equal for the
people. Every shining pine needle, every air he breathes. Like a man dying for many beasts were gone, man would die from a red man and the white man. This earth is
sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, days, he is numb to the stench. But if we sell great loneliness of spirit. For whatever hap- precious to him and to harm the earth is to
every clearing, and humming insect is holy you our land, you must remember that the air pens to the beasts, soon happens to man. All heap contempt upon its Creator. The Whites 
m the memory and experience of my people, is precious to us, that the air shares its spirit things are connected. too, shall pass; perhaps sooner than all other
The sap which courses through the trees with all the life it supports. The wind that You must teach your children that the tribes. Contaminate your bed, and you will 
carries the memories of the red man. gave our grandfather his first breath also ground beneath their feet is the ashes of our one night suffocate in your waste.

The white man’s dead forget the country received his last sigh. And if we sell your our grandfathers. So that they will respect the But in your perishing, you will shine 
of their birth when they go to walk among land, your must keep it apart and sacred, as land, tell your children that the earth is rich brightly, fired by the strength of the God
the stars. Our dead never forget this beauti- a place where even the white man can go to with the lives of our kin. Teach your chil- who brought you to this land and for some
ful earth, for it is the mother of the red man. taste the wind that is sweetened by the dren what we have taught our children, that special purpose gave you dominion over 
We are part of the earth and it is part of us. meadow’s flowers. the earth is our mother. Whatever befalls the this land and over the red man. That destiny
The perfumed flowers are our sisters; the So we will consider your offer to buy our earth befalls the sons of the earth. Man did is a mystery to us, for we do not understand 
deer, the horse, the great eagle, these are our land. If we decide to accept I will make one not weave the web of life, he is merely a when the buffalo are all slaughtered the 
brothers. The rocky crests, the juices in the condition. The white man must treat the strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he wild horses are tamed, the secret corners of 
meadows, the body heat of the pony, and beasts of his land as his brothers, 
man - all belong to the same family.

does to himself. the forest heavy with the scent of many men,
I am savage and I do not understand any Even the white man, whose God walks and the view of the ripe hills lotted out by 

So, when the Great Chief of Washington other way. I have seen a thousand rotting and talks to him as friend to friend, cannot be talking wires. Where is the thicket? Gone 
sends word that he wishes to buy our land, he buffalos on the prairie, left by the White mar exempt from the common destiny. We may Where is the eagle? Gone 
asks much of us. The Great Chief sends 
word he will reserve us a place so that we can 
live comfortably to ourselves. He will be 
our father and we will be his children. So we 
will consider your offer to buy our land. But °y Ne» Brennan 
it will not be easy. For this land is sacred to

The Acadian challenge: the new future

There is an ominous cloud wafting over and have you ever heard of them?) 
This shining water that moves in the Acadia today, its intent is uncertain Does it

us.
who by their actions and statements do not

... . The Constitution Act 1867 and the Con- and will not respect the fundamental prin-
streams and the nvers is not just water but portend a fertile rain givingrise to improved stitution Act 1982 guarantee the French ciples of minority language rights guaran- 
the blood of our ancestors. If we sell you minority language rights, a continued com- speaking population certain protections re-
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The rivers are our brothers, they quench date diametrically opposed to the support of gual province. As well, Ontario has enacted ing Canadians). The rest of Canada would 

our thirst The nvers carry our canoes, and French language rights, French speaking legislationaccordingFranco-Ontarionsmore feel insulted at being rejected by a people to 
feed our children. If we sell you our land, Canadians outside of Quebec (and with par- rights than Ontario is obliged to respect by whom they feel they have offered ro much 
you must remember, and teach your chil- ticular respect to this discussion, within At- in terms of conciliatory efforts In this

rweri^the kindness you would give any Ça-^-n polite* urnon o, on constitu- ~ rebuilt iS ZtoÏ2ÏÏ£ iïÏÏt
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not his brother bu. hia enemy, and when he trend of a rejection of lhe TreudeJe^ Me »d the cqutd pmtechon lt guarantees
has conquered it, he moves on. he leaves his concep.ofabiSngnal.mnlti^hnalO^ ■*****l,i™ *-
fathers* graves and his children’s birthright As3. the posïity of a to L^n^T^^e°‘rChed

“ !.or*otïï; K ' T Ï’ m0lh?the “*• tan*1 by1 sovereign nation is a realistic one. virtueofanyconstitutionaiprovision. White change as new constitutional reformTare 
and his brother, the sky, as things to be The combinant» of these factors could well far from perfect these are, political consider- proposed without Quebec*! laneuaee inter- 
bought plundered,soldlike sheep or bright lead to an extremely adverse impact upon ations aside, examples of the potential of ests represented 
beads^us appehre will devour the earth and mmority language rights. Canadians to respect the rights of minority We Le seen ihe products of emotionallv
leave behindonly a desert. Quebec has long been the arbiterfor French groups. However, certain trends in the po- charged political spectrums in Quebec’s Bid

I do not know. Our ways are different language rights within the Canadian federa- litical climate tend to suggest that the future 101BU1178 and sTlt in,
from your ways. The sight of your cities non. If it weren’t for Quebec’s (Lower could produce a path leading away from dent. We have seen The If f ff" 
pains the eyes of the red man. But perhaps it Canada’s)participationintheconfederation suchastittus. 8 * TheJouroal^belabour
!XSX^redm”i',“Vage““d°“ P™”” “ « “rthi-tout tongue righto Undeniably, reform of Ihe current politi- BmckviUe fitting, 

no (understand. would never have been an issue. Clear cal structure is forthcoming. The constitu- gestion within the collective rnHir i,m«
There is no quiet place m the white man’s evidence for this may be found in the fact tional reforms proposed anticioate Quebec’s None ef 00 ective public lungs,cities. No place to hem the unfurling of that i, was only eighty years prior to fui.ÆŒctESX; XyXT'KhK,ed'*' 

leaves m spring, or the rustle of an insect’s Charlottetown that the British Colonists and are based on that premise In the hack- 0r. ‘.u »
wings. But perhaps it is because I am a made known their views on Acadian citizen’s ground looms ‘the west’ and the Reform rive notion fn *** ** *** *S n<* “ attrac" 
savage and do not understand. The clatter rights with the brutish Acadian Expulsion. Party. While their specific mandate regard- prot^tion ofmiLity LLl" n^hts^ ^ 
only seems to insult the ears. And what is (In itself this event would be enough for us ing language rights is vague it would be fore we proceed «,;»?. ? 8 ®f*
Iherc to life ifaimuiciuiitol hear ihe lonely to justify a complete rethinking of our sys- naive to believe anything other than that Allante(S or to CaLdTasIXtew!! 

my of Ihe whippoorwill or the arguments of tern of government « one home of Ihe theypoMathieattoconttouedprotectionfor must recognhe the vested interete cd 
the frogs around a pond at night? I am a red repugnant concept of colonialism). In a language rights. In New Brunswick the sectors ofteixroulatinn ^
man and do not understand. The Indians Canada *sans Quebec' French sperfters election of eight CoR members to £^ 

prefers the soft sound of the wind darting would find themselves more of a minority vincial Legislature speaks for itself No of Oivhpc wi.hr. speakersoutfde 
over the face of a pond, and the smell of the than ever before, appmatontelySSofuJ! mater whShtoptoXy cLXte ^gh^i.X^tpSCX'

population. (Roughly equivalentl to the matter how many letters to the Editor they lalrightsofanyonegroupatriskistocxpose 
_________________________________________Swedish speaking population of Finland wnte suggesting the contrary, this is a party F ^

teed by the present Constitution.
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one’s own rights.


