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soundoff continue

Who gets the very last word?

Dear Editor: that we can perhaps put a few
more myths to bed.

| thought that your readers Mr. Bennett tries to resur-
would have the last word on rect the tired notion that
M.K.'s attock on the gay com- homosexuality is a trait that is
munity printed in the January acquired by children who live
28th - edition of The in a society where homosex-
Brunswickan. Apparently, | uvality is cccepted.
was wrong. How does he think gay peo-

Mark Bennett's letter last ple got here in the first place?
week is another such tirade. | We are, for the most part, the
would like to deal with each of offspring of heterosexual
the points that he raises so couples. We grew up in a

Letter was unfortunate

Dear Editor: at the beginning of this

sentence? Why is "other” set in
quotation marks? Looking in
the February 4th issue of the
Brunswickan, | find that Ben-
nett's “live and let live” is a

| don’t know whom | should
biame - the editorial staff, or
Mark Bennett - for the unfor-
tunate appearance of Mr. Ben-

nett's letter in last '\'Negk's misquote of the signed alias,
Brunswickan. 1 say “unfor- “(i e and Let Live". In no place

tunate” because, on the one giq | fing the implication that “.
hand, | tind it hard to believe ,mosexuais don't affect the

that no cttempt was made to -
correct Mr. Bennett's grammar
before printing the letter and,
on the other, | find it equally
incomprehensible that such a
letter was offered for publica- homosexuality is openly ac-
tion in the first place. cepted is most definitely aof-
Having trudged through the focted.” Bravo, Bennett! A
’h°'°’if°' mire of Mr. sontence! However, the open-
Bennett's missive severa ing “I feel any person growing
times, | find | am ot a loss to up. . ." denotes something
pinpoint any ocne meaning. F“’,’ rather socially unacceptable.
example, Mr. Bennett write: "l poes it not? Perhaps "I think
also was, as was the President 4,4 any person. . ." is what
of Flag, disappointed not to yas intended. And rnight | of-
see rape, pillage, sex with for “in which” as a substitute
dead people, mass suicide and {5 “where?” Would Mr. Ben-
more not inciuded on M.K.'s ney care to indicate about
list, as | too agree they should \hich society he is speaking -
be considered in the same g o,  Canadian, North
category as homosexuals.” American, Western
“Disappointed” is spelled with Hemispheric?
only one “s"; "too” is spelled pBennett:
with two “0's” in this sense. up in such

other’ people of society. .
Don't heterosexuals affect the
other members of society, too?

Bennett: “| feel any person
growing up in a society where

“Children growing
a society would

ing a double-negative situo- the children would see it as an

M.K.'s “'s'. a0 Yes, that state- suggest: "Children growing up
ment might read much more i Canada ‘let's drive the point

group Of,P?‘OP'& Mr, Bennett's "Of course.

Benett” “. . .the Bruns last though" is an English Language
week it was implied thatpnightmare, asis ", . .homosex-
homosexuals don't affect the yqls do not have to worry

other’ people of society and ghout children, do they. (sic)”
therefore we shouid ‘live and Combining statements and

let live’.” Has a typesetting er- qyestions in one sentence, are
ror perhaps misplaced the “In" .,,a Mr. Bennett? (And don't
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sentence at all. Like most of
the other imperfect sentence
that he writes, it fails to com-
W . municate 3
Be_nne.ﬁ u§ed the word “not” nore readily tend toward this m:ssocc:a aboztn tyhe cszt.ee:'e 2;
twice in his sentence, produc- type of sexual abnormality as homosgexuality iy r!nerely
tion. Therefore, it really reads: gcceptable aiternative.” In this cc::::nr::n;? ish:rr.norseeg:ee'i' .
| glaty wos. . .dusgppomted 'Ocase, without altering the ?ooted pr'oblem implied? I‘c)ayn
see rape, etc. included on ggnge of the sentence, | would only hope that pbefo;'e hé
writes to the Brunswickan
logically, except that “rape, Bhme. Sholl "wa?) - wanid of?aen,hML Benn:ﬁ will reclize
illage, etc.” are all actions i that there can be no attempt
pillage, i choose a homosexual lifestyle made "to justify and explain
and therefore not categorically pecause they understand it to 4 P

related to “homosexuals”’, a » away. (his) outrageous (writ-
be an acceptable alternative. ten) behavior”, and that

someday, “will come up with a
cure” for what ails him.

society that has been hostile bound to be a different ex- order to justity their existence.
towards our rigths and needs. planation of the factors which Most of us have an ingrained
We had no  positive role governed their sexual orienta- distrust of the psychiatric pro-
models or notion of what it tion. ' fession. We consider theories
meant to be gay. To gay people the question to be irrelevant, we are happy
| would challenge Mr. Ben- of why we are gay is largely ir- the way we are and we do not
nett to put his thoughts down relevant. We are more in- require any cures!
on paper and try to get aterested in living open and If anything does require a
member of the Psychology rewarding lives in the com- cure, | would suggest that it is
department to accept them as munity, participating as the Mr. Bennett's theories on
a term assignment. Homosex- equals that we are. homosexuality and his gram-
vality is a complex issue. For Mr. Bennett says that gay mar and spelling. The antidote
every gay person, there is people do not have to worry is not without pain. | would
about children. My question is, prescribe mandatory enroll-
where has Mr. Bennett been? ment in Psychology 1000 next
Our membership is made up of semester and a few much-
dozens of married men and needed calls to the Grammar
women and single parents Hotline.
who, in turn, are the parents of  In conclusion, | would like
you like question marks?) numerous children. The to make a general comment
newspapers are full of custody about both M.K.'s and Mark
ba'fles invo|ving gay paren's. Bennett's le'fﬁfs. Most O' the
Bennett: "I believe any Freu- Enlightened judges have pecple in the gay community

dian (or similar) theories. . " recognized the worthiness of Who read 'hei'.' !eﬁers found
You do? No questions asked? gay parents and are awarding them to be vicious and in-
Oh, surely, you mean: “| custody to them in a growing flammatory. We do not con-

believe that any Freudian (or number of cases. Most major side”r these types of letters to
similarly derived) theories that cities in Canada and the U.S. be “fair comment”. The fu_cf
condone homosexuality are now have organizations for *hf" they ‘!'d appear is
only cheap attempts to justify gay parents. suitable '95","'0"‘Y of the
and explain away this : . ~ need forou'r rlqhts to l.>e bet-
outrageous behavior.” When Finaliy, 'YWOUH like to point ter served in this province.
your credentials match those °Y!' thot Freud Was - not 'h‘:
of Sigmund Freud's Mr. Ben- great e;nancnz‘at%r °
nett, then | might just consider omlc:'sel:(ua 008 . Sennet
taking your argument into ac. WoU!d have us believe. You ~ Bev Macdonald
count. (Any why are the at- will find very few gay P9°P!9 Human Rights Chairperson
tempts at justifying, etc. Ve referring to any theory in F.LA.G.
“cheap”? Are they really very

inexpensive?)

Yours truly,
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UNIVERSITY LOANS
| find | have no energy left
with  which t bl
“Hopefully though, someone, MARCH 1983

someday. . ." however, | do
have enough fight in me yet to
point out that Mr. Bennett's
last sentence is really no

APPLICATIONS for UNIVERSITY OF NEW
BRUNSWICK LOANS (NOT CANADA STU-
DENT LOANS) will be available at the
awards office, room 109, Alumni Memorial
Building, Thursday, Merch3-Thursday
Martch 10.

University Loans are low interest IOANS. A
Short interview is required with the Finan-
cial Adviser.

THIS IS THE FINAL MEETING OF THE YEAR.

Should you require a University Loan to
complete the term- apply at the AWARDS

OFFICE BEFORE THURSDAY,MARCH
10,1983,

hopefully though, someone,

PLEASE NOTE: Students are nof considered
for UNIVEREITY LOANS uniil they have suc-
cessfully completed one term at U.N.B.
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Very truly yours,

An Incredulous Reader
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