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Grape Expectations

interview by Dragos Ruiu

The weirdest thing that bassist Chris
Hooper of the Grapes of Wrath can remem-
ber is being attacked by a machete wielding
bouncer in Tampa, Florida—after a bunch of
_skinheads thrashed the hall where they were
playing. “But so many exciting things happen
to you when you are touring, it’s hard to
remember them all,” he says.

The Grapes are facing a different sort of
excitement now, because their second album
just went ‘gold.” “But I still have only two
hundred bucks in my bank account,” Chris
complains jokingly.

The other thing the Grapes have to be
excited about is a new tour with Sarah
Mclachlan which is starting this Saturday.
"We wanted to do a tour of small theaters

We’'re keyed up,
and we're ready to
rock.

instead of bars, and it seemed like a natural
thing. She was already on the same Nettwerk
label as us, and we got along — so one thing
led to another, and here we are.”

The Edmonton date is the first stop on
their tour, which should take them to “all the
major cities in Canada,” with the exception
of the Maritimes which “are being worked
on right now,” says Chris. The Grapes will
also be doing a date by themselves at the U of
C’s MacEwan Hall before they come here
and perform. The format of the tour, which
has the Grapes co-headlining with Sarah
Mclachlan, has each band doing a sixty
minute show.

The news of the second show, which was
hastily added after brisk ticket sales, came as
akind of surprise to Chris; who thought that

“it’s kind of a drag. I'd prefer to be at the
second show—but both audiences will get
the same one hour show.” He chalks up the
last minute addition to “the nature of promot-
ers.”

As for the kind of show that the Grapes will
do, Chris says, "It's going to be mostly stuff
from our new album. We aren’t going to try
to recreate the sound of the album—we are
going to try some variations. We'll throw in a
piano part where we had a guitar, and we'll
try a different approach.”

But the concert should maintain the jangly,
classic, twelve-string sound they have cultiv-
ated on their latest album. The band'’s sound
is not surprising, considering they list the
Beatles and Simon and Garfunkel as their
greatest influences.

The three original Grapes got together in
1976 while in school. ”I started to play guitar
in grade six,” says Chris. Two of the band
members, Tom and Chris Hooper, are broth-
ers. "We played well together, because we
both learned to play with each other. When
we first got together, we needed a bass

' player—and because Tom was the better

guitar player | took up the bass.”’

The Hoopers actually split off from Kevin
Kane for a while and then reformed The
Grapes in 1983. "Tom and | started getting
into hardcore punk,” says Chris, "and Kevin
was into, more experimental music like
Siouxie and the Banshees and Pere Ubu. But
eventually we got bored of playing just three
chords so we got together again—we never
really stopped hanging around together, and
when we all became more mellow we re-
formed the band.”

The Grapes formed in Kelowna, but they
consider themselves a Vancouver band these
days. ”We moved out here six years ago, so
we consider this our base now.” Vancouver
was where their initial signing with Capitol/
Nettwerk records happened.

”In 1984 we got some money together and
recorded a four song EP tape. It was passed
on to one of the guys at Nettwerk and he
liked it. He saw us while he was checking out
another band down the street and he liked

GMAT LSAT

GRE

Weekend Test Preparation
at the University of Alberta
Next Course: October 6, 7, 8.

Call 459-7261
éCXtOﬂ Educaticnsl Centers }7

Thursday September 26, 1989 - Page 11

‘Peel me a grape’
— Mae West

us. After a while we got signed.”

After that their career took off. They
started touring heavily and opened for some
acts like Robyn Hitchcock, the Woodentops,
and Suzanne Vega. The Grapes’ second album,
Treehouse, was produced by Tom Cochrane

tion.

The Grapes are excited about starting off
this latest tour. "We love it. Touring gets
monotonous after a while—sleep, wake up.
and play, sleep, wake up and play—but | love
going out to tour. We're keyed up, and we

and earned them much acclaim and recogni-  want to rock.”
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