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5h. asks te be interviewed ou"sd on the
steps of one of the. iiy côvered buildings at
Dalhousie UJniversity in Halifax, Nova Scotia."I1 have been indoc>rs too long today and'
the sun is so warr," she says. Culhane is an
activist who bates being inside institutions&o
any kind. She has just finisbed speaking to a
class of criri notpgy students about the need
to abolish Canada's prisons.

"Ilchallehge you people te take every-
thing you want and lock yourself in the gar-
age for 48 hours. Then you might have a
glimmer as te wbat happens in solitary con-
finement..Nobodly hàs a right to pass eternal
judgement. Humans need space. There are
prisons where there are people beîngcon-
fined in ways which deprive buman riglits of
ail kinds."

Culhane is touring Canada's colleges and
1universities this fail speaking about ber new
bookç Stili Barred From Prisori,and making a
passionate plea for prison abolition.

Sitting outside the. (alhousie physlcs
building, Culhane-bo èls tbrough ber bag
té find the black_,. k she cardes every-
where. The pages rare full of names and
addresses of the peo~ple sbe's met on ber
tour, ists of tbings to do and the details of her
travel plans. Culhane says sbe's lucky -ïso
far she hasn't had to stay iri a hotel once.
Friends, new and ôld, have put ber upý t
every stop.

Cuihane-, 67, hasn't exactly picked the
Most poputar cause to argue. After ten years
of 'working with prIsoners' groups, she no
longer believes that anything less than the
complete abolition of the prison system is an
aniswer to the problems of prisoners..

"There is nothing left to reform," says
*Culhane. "Reform is just patching up. You
are looking at the whote social base wben

*you discues prison reform. There is no differ-
ence between the prison ànd the commun-
ity system. That's why 1 am. an abolitionist.
People say, why not try this and that. Tbat's
the problem. Everythinghas been tried, but
we are ignoring the fact that prisons are part
of the culture" she adds.

For Culhane the problem with prisons is
closely tied to the way ail governments abuse
their power. She says there is no government
anywhere, east or west, social ist or commu-
nist, that does net have full contrel of the
army, tbe armed forces, of the police depart-
ment and the prison -in order te mraintain
order.

"We must understand that prisons are part
of tbe political power structure and wben we
see that, then we understand tht reasons
why ail the terrible things goon

Nobody really cares; ail
they're doing is maintain-
ing society."'

Cuihane, who has
been barred frorni visit-
ing ail of the penitentar-
ies In British Columbia, N 3
jokes about ber outspo-
kenness. She chuckles as
she says, "1 was a breech
birth right from the starC. -

Training as a nurse in
Ottawa, she was toldf
neyer to sacrifice the soul
of her work for techni- N
.ques, and she neyer has.

Expelled from the hospital for
taking linen from an empty bed in a
private ward to give te, a patient in a public
ward who needed dlean inen," Cuihane was

l in trouble from day one, but that hasn't
stopped ber impulsiveness.

She bas been barred from the House of
Commons since 1971, when she chained
herself te a chair in the House to protest
Canada's action in Vietnam. She was-told
neyer to return.

In 1976, during a hestage-taking incident
at the B.C. penitentiary, she smuggled letters
from the inside of the prison to give te the
media. These letters contained the horrifying
description of what was actuallygoing on in
the "hole", the maximum security area of
the prison.
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IcWhat Is requlred lis a grassroots organiza-
tion working te expose, educate and build
resistance to the erosion of civl hurnan rights
in the prison systen. 1The straightforward use
of language is a good b.ginning," says
Culhane.

"People bave asked me, says Culbane te
the university ctass, 'How cani you possîbly
talk about abolition? There will alwvays b. law
breakers.' Thre are two answers. One way is
te continue witb the way it is. That is suicidai
and Insane. The other way is the abolition of
prisons. "

But Culhane doesn't get off easy. She says
the two mest often posed questions are,
'" What would result in the ab~olition ef pri-

-sons?" and "What are you going to do with
law breakers?"

" To saddlethe offenders with the cane of
the victirns or the family of th¶e victirn them-
selves would prove more of a deterrent than
the tbreat oflcipttai punishowint at wonst or
at least a short-term sentence," she says.

"This restitution te famnilies and victirns
cornes off aý a Mettent which is more bene-
ficial than a prison sentence or a fine," says
Culhane. "This must b. transmitted. You
hardiy need a $4 million justice
system wbich.would deal with
these areas." CuIbane says 80
per cent of the prison popula-
tion could make restitution.

"Tbe other 15 per cent, the
ones.wbo are flot as dangerous
as the top 5 per cent, but need
psycbiatric help won't get it by
sitting in prison. They sbould-
b. in psychiatric wards.»

The remain-
Aing 5 per cent,

those like Clif-
.../ .• ord Oison,
-~ could remain in

one institution.
Culhane says

Ithëy wouild
total,4 no more
than 1 O0ifCan-

- ~ "You are then looking at

one Institution instead oif
250. This prison would bave
a humnane atmosphere. It
would not entail a humil-
iated keeper and kept. This
is a direction we can begin

J te Ilook at instead cf the
penal colonies whicb we are
seeing now."

Cutbane finds the division
between victini and offen

der in society frustrating, "when you tatk of
-victims, stop and check the word before you

take it at face value. There is a finie line
betwýeen victlm and offender."

Althou$h sbe's barred from visiting pri-
sons in B.C. Culhane doesn' thtink it's that
uriiikely that the goverrintent will staruing
prisons as a means oi tsolàtîng political acti-
vists isocety.

"About three thot*sand people are being
held ini prison in the US.5 for resistance," sb#
says.

"110w long willI it bek if we grant the"
government the right to use capital punish...

menlt how on the b« of the Clifford
Osons, beforeit is used1 n thelnterests of
protecting national securlty?" asks Cuthane.
"Wè must understand, and this is my strong-
est argument abou&t capital puhishment, that ,
we are hand n mcbanism to the gcvern'i.
ment that this yer will deal witb tboeypes
of cuiprits (Cli ford Olsons>. But who knows
whether next year tbey are flot golng to
extend it to refer to protectlng national
security, and anybedy that is a threat te
national securlty could be corisidered a tral-
tor and liable for execution? Then how long
wi111 it be before people wbo are demonstrat-
lng infront of a nuclear power plant are
next?" 1

"There may even corne a trne when any
woman who self -aborts rnay be considered a
murderer and be charged and executed,»
she speculates.

We have a moral obligation to oppose
Iaws which are Immoral.. 1. just part of the
general struggle of staying alive," says
Culbane.

Culhane's moral obligation is to botb men
and women. "There are some femninists who
work with maie prisoners. They say we
sbould only work with wonfien prisoners, 1
mean, corne on, that's absurd. Womeni
represent five per cent of the prison popula-
tion. Now we are going to fight transfers and
solitary confinement; you know you can't
narrow yourself down to five per cent of the
population," says Cu1,hane. she says about 80
per cent of the people visiting the prisoners
are women. "Women sufer when rnèn- are
in prison," she says.

"I challenge wsomen1 to send their sisters
into the prisons. They probably haven't gone
near them. tJnfortunàtely, there are some
women's rights In the board roomf and the
voting booth. That really doesn't affect the
rnajorlty of women.

"And 1 would add to that by saying that 1
challenge any wyomen's group that is con-
cerned about tape, wifé battering, cbild j
'abuse, violence, jpbverty, and racism; how
do you deal witb your problern; fight it, I
research it without going to prison te see
where the end- product of each of these

abuses is sitting?" says
Culhane. Ii

- Cuihane sees progres-
sion because of her eff-
orts, but "only te the
extent that more people

~ ,,~.. are becorning aware. 1
arn met witb less hostil-
ity, people are morewwl-
ing to listen," says Cul-
hane. "The fact that the
strugglè is cofltinuing
means that we are survi-

~" vors and if we are surviv-
ing, struggls have been
Won and that is apoint
for us."
"lf you stop, you are on

~J the other side. just by stopplng
and doig notbinig, you are support-,
ing by suent«consent," ,says Cuihane. I '

Culhane may be very angry with the role
of prisons in society, but that. doesn't mean
she isn't'enjoying herseif. She says she's
chosen this issue lnstead of others because,
1"it's the best figbt going in town." Cuihane
knows the chances of closing Canada's pri-
sons in her tifetime are slini and she says she
may fait., but she'll go down fighti hg, kicklng '1
and having a good time. "lt's ail we cati do,"
she says.

Her biggest goal in the 'near futur'e is te
stop construction of a new maximum secur-
ity penitentiary caîl Renous, 100 miles ftom
Moncton in New Brunswick. it is due to
open next April, but she hopes to prevent
that and encouragéèthe closure of other pri- ý
sons across Canada.

lt'll probably be just one more -prison that
she's kicked out of, eventuàllW. But the
wblte-baired vwoman on the physiFs building
steps likes the outside better anyway.


