
TH1E XISSIOZL4RY OUTLOO.

tract the finger nails, that the dead may not scrateI.
his way out of the grave.

The North Ainerican Indians buried with the corps(
a Icettle of provisions, bows and arrows, and inocca-
sins, with piece of deerakin and sinews of deer foi
the purpese o! patching the moccasins.

The Chinese scatter paper counterfeit of money or
the way to the grave, that the evii spirit following thE
corpse may by delaying te gather themn reinain àn
ignorance of the locality o! the grave, They aise
scatter in the wind, above the grave, paper images of
the sedan bearers and other servants, that they înay
overtake the seul and- act in its service.

The Greeks sometîmesl buried and soîîîetimes burned
their dead.

In the Roman Empire the body was invariabiy
burned.-Excuige-

A HEATHENX ATONEMENT.

AN old Tongaman camne înLe my study a few daysAago, and] explained te, me a curious custotn hethey had before they wero Christians. When lie tob I
mie ail about it, 1 thioughIt-Well now, of what use Ie
this te mne? It wili, perbaps, please our yonng friends
at home yonder if 1 send it te thern, and jet theni
know how foolisli the people hero were formierly, and
how different they are now. Se here it is asimy friend
Josephi told me.

Suppose a wornan, whom we will cali Mele, is sick.
She bas a brother called Mea, who wishes lier to geL
botter.

Mea thinks that she is sick hecause the spirit o!
soie dead chie! is anigrY Witli their famîly. Thequestion is, how can lie find out the angry spirit? H1e
wiIl try by casting lots, thus. There 18 a long, narrow,coarse mat, made of the plaited leaf of the cocoa-nut
palm-tree. Thi.s is spread on tbe ground, witli oee
end eastward, and he.re, at the west oênd of it, a nativetakes his seat in silence, Before himr is a nuL, called
v&iu~ ui, which hoe bits put very carofully in the iiiddle
o! the.mat. At hias back are Mea and another man; and
ail tliree have their faces towards the rising sun. There
must never ho more than three in the bouse while tlioy
cast lots. The man on the mat spins tlie nut, but
must not speak a word. The two men behind hii
now colt te mmiid wbat chiefs have died, and may lie
angry with Mea's farnily. One o! thein calta eut,
-Strike the nuL of such a chief," giving his nainie.

The s4pinner spins the mit round with one hand. It
stops with iLs oye, or spot, towards the nortli. This
means nothing. The. oye must look directly eastward,
aud thon the an gry spirit iii discovered. M1ea catis
again as bofore, only nawxing another dead chief. Pro-
isently the nut stops spinning, looking oastward. The
iast-named chief, thon, is Lhe author of Hele's sick..
noss. The. spinner next takes Up the nut, reverently
touches his foroliead witb it, and thon folds iL Up 1i
the mat, and puts it away ini Lbe end o! the house,
where iL is left te rot.

The atonement is thon made Le appease the angor
of the. spirit. Hore is a littie boy belonging te MeIe's
family. He is takon, and the first joint of his littie
linger is eut off. Tihe poor child is thon besineared,
oe his haiad and arm, with bis owxa blood, and given

i ever te a feoo, another member of the farnily, and,
tegether witli the rest of the farnily and their friends,
ail go to the grave of the chie! whose anger hau been
m rade known by the spinning nut.
* The feao and hh!Pding, boy sit nearest te the grave.
Then the man witb bent head, holds up the child's
band, ail cov-ered with blood, as a propitiation for their
cvii conduet te the chie!, The wliolýe cornpany sit in
silence, until ene, who appears as an advocate for the
faînily. usually a bigli chief, addresses tlie spirit in the
foilowîng prayer:

! "Fnautaeiloa (the dead cbief's naine), bere we are,
(Rere the naines of the chiefs prosent are given.) If
yen are angry about anythino' bave mercy upen us,
througb Tubou (the higbest cliief of the land), and
h is eiders bore prescrit."

Meanwhile, the bleeding hand o! the child is held
Up until the priest return.4 an answer, in the naine of
the angry spirit. And I amn sure yen could net guess
what old Josephi said was usually the answer.

"'Yes," sai d th e spirit. " I arn angry. You bave taken
the big pig f romi your abi. and given it te your friend.
Yeni have given mie ne kava (the native grog) Iateiy.
But yen go and live."

When Joseph toid me this, I laughed and ho laugbed,
and perhaps you wiII Iaugh aise. IL seems se funny
thiat sensible mon could be decoived in that way; but
they wvere quito serious. The family soon found an-
other pig, and pienty e! k4ava, and the priest get a
grood !east by iL. If the ,sick woînan recovered also,
o! course the deceptien wus comnplote.

But the delusien bas now vanished. The Tongan
now gees te Qed in bis affliction, and, exept aruong
the Papists, no longer prays te the dead. Te trusts
net in the blood of Oan innocent ehild, but in the pre-
cieus bloed of Jesus Christ atone for life-.fer eternai
11f e.

Lot mne ask, do yen aise trust therein ?--Jveile
Offering.

E.KcoURACGEMENT IN TEE TRANSVAA. -The Wes-
loyan missienary, Roi-. George Lowe, writes that there
is a ,reat change taking place in the Transvaal in
regard te spiritual things. Ho athins that the king-
demn o! Christ is nîaking advances witli a rapidity that
astonishoes ail wlio look on. Men corne frein distant
kraals te .see the missienary and to tell hlmii o! the
work which God is carr-ying !orward. He affirms that
native Christian.s are preaching anîd teacbing witbout
pay or reward, simnply fromn love te the Master snd
f rein personal conviction o! the trutli and power of the
Gospel. H1e writes that a !ew weeks ago one camne
te him who had been preaching and hiolding" a Methodist
class-nieeting for about twenty years, during whichi
Lime ho bad net seen a missienary.

E&ARL CAIRNS, iiu a recent address in London, stated
that e! the 37,000 native population o! Sierra Leone,32,000 are professiug, Christians; and o! the 44>000
-Maoris in New Zealand, 2.5,000 are professing Chris.
tians. If New Zealand, in addition te its "Briti.sli
population, counts a ua jerity o! ev-en the natives ou
the side e! Christ, may it net ho called a Christian
country as truty as England or the United $t14s,


