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S E COND ARTICLE BY THE FAMOUS HARRY LAUDER

ýM Y life in New York, apart front the theatre,was a constant whirl of galet>' and ex-
citemlent. On my former visit I bad made
man>' good friends, and these, with the

new acquaintances I was dail>' formiug, ail corn-
bined to extend to me the warmest and most effusive
hospitalit>'. lIn fact, I was kept so continuall>' "on
the move '" and was so feasted and feted, that I often
wondered whether I was standing on "nia heid or
nia heels." I had so mnany appomntiments and en-
gagements that I lhad to get a special diary to enter
theun inm, and ever>' morning I would pore over the
"entries" and give myself a headache trying to ar-
range liow I would get themn aIl to fit un.

New York is a great city and the New Yorkers
are a umarvellousl>' smart and clever lot of men and
women, but I do think that had I stayed there mudli
longer I wouid have ruined my nerves, jacked up
ni> digestion, and generally played the dickens for
aIl timter with amiy love of occasional seclusion and
ha'bits of peacefulness and regularity I may happen
still to possess.

When you are in _New York yout have got to do
as the New Yorkers dou-hustle. If you don't lustRe
yt>u los;e haif of what is going on. .And the New
York man doesn't like to I ose anything. There are
other people who may bie classed in the samne cate-gory, myself among, the number; but I think the
average New York inian is not fair short of beiug the
keenest, cutest, most wide-awace gentleman in the
whole wide world..- Wide-awake? Yes, for lie neyer
seems, to sleep ait aIl.

Walking down a big thoroug-hfare one day soon
after my arrivai, 1 was intensel>' amused to sec the
announcement in a restaurant wiudow, "Eternal>'

Opn"These words pretty well sum up the char-
acter of the average citizen of New York.« He is
eternaîlly awake to the main chance; bis eyes are al-
ways open-uless when it pays him to keep them
shtt!

It was not mny intention ait this stage to, enter
uipon a jocular estimiate of the Anericani character
as exemiplified in the New York citizen, but, seeing
I have been ledi into thisý side-track, I may as well
stick to it for a little longer. I was particular>'
struick byv the young, even boyish, appearan-ce of
mnost of the men I saw aud met in New York. To
telI you the truith, 1 cannot say that I remember sec-
ing a reall>' "auitld yin" aIl thc tume I was there, and
I mentioned thlis natter to a prominent cit>' lawyer
onie evening in iny dressing-room.

"Say', frieud," I asked hum-you always begin
ever>' renlark lui America b)y "Say"-"how does it
corne about that you New Yorkers are aIl so youflg-
looking? Do you kill off youir men here when tht>'
get up1 to abouit forty' or do you send theni into the
country ?"

lie smniled. -I guess the mien in this cit>', sir,"
lie replied, "are just as old as tbey feel, And we
ail feel like boys, sir. Hlow olci, now, would you take
mle to be?"

I lookedi imi up) and down, peeredl into bis eyes,
glanced at lis glossy black hair, and hazarded thirty-
five as being, pe-rhaps, outside the mark. "inm sixty-
four, sir, and Juist beginning to enijo>' life," was the
prompt reýply. Fortuniatel>' 1had a "cocktail" handy,
and uýt steadiied mec upi a bit.

Aniother tuiie I was slowly moviug around Wall
Street, the great finaticial lub of the Anierican con-
tinent, and a fricnd who was convoying me was
pointinig out the proinient "gold-bu-gs,' and ex-
plaining the mnethods and the magnitude of the New

York Bourse. I was fasciuated with the stir and
the bustle of ut al], and found myself trying to cal-
culiate how mnany millions of dollars were changing
landa ever>' tenth part of a second. The keenl, eager
almost strainled look on the faces of man>' of the
d'operators"' Iikewise initerested mie, and again I bce-
ganl to ruminate hiow man>' thousand dollars per dlay
I would reckon sufficient r.eturn for a life of such
appalling worry and nervouis tension.

"Do youi think aili these cbaps are makinig
mioue>' ?" I whiisperedl to myv friend,

"Wal," lie rep)ied, "I -don't know about miakin'
it, but they're certainl>' trylu' to rake ut in b>' bat-
fuI$."

',Suppo.sing," said 1. "that a mnan with a ver>'
powerful voîce stood up) in the centre here and an-
mouiced that there were a million dollars lying un-
claimed four blocks awaY, what would you sec

copriht l"0, l'y the Natiantil Press Agency.,

"Sc?" was my friend's answer, "I reckon you'd
,sc the greatest Marathon race of miodern times!
But, of course, that's just a joke, my friend," he con-
cluded. "In the first place there's flot an unclaimed
dollar in Noo York, and in1 the second there's no-
body here would be guy enougli to make,such an an-
nouncement. He'd be round first pop havin' a squint
for the, million on his own."

The quick-lunch system in New York also took
my fancy. Over in this effete old country we believe
in taking reasonable time to enjoy the good things'
of the table, but the Yankee believes that every min-
ute thus sperit is absolutely wasted. Therefore, he
feeds as lie works--on the hurricane principle. 1
don't say that every New Yorker does so, but in
several of the quizck-lunch restaurants the visitors
literally "shift" their viands with lightning-like
voracity. I now know why there are so many patent
medicines in America.

1 watched the crowd in one..of these wonderful
restaurants for a full hour one, afternoon. In that
brief time hundreds-ay, thousands-must have been
fed, if the word can be ernployed in this connection.
The visitor rushes in as if a horde of creditors were
after him, lie orders whatever he wants, and, hey,
presto! ît is before hîm sooner than you can say
"Jack." If you want to say "Jack Robinson" you
will be too laite, for by that time the lunch will have
disappeared and the eater also. The entire operation
can lie summed up as follows: A plunge into the
restaurant, a clatter of crockery, several convulsive
jerks froni plate to mouth on the part of the diner,
a scurry for the door, and all's over 1

I have a great deal to tell you yet about New
York, the many personalities I met there, and my
experiences in that wonTferful city; but meantime I
must get oni to describe my "record"' flying tour of
the States and Canada on board exçsPresident Roose-
velt's magnificent Pullman car Riva. That was a
tour and no muistake!

When I signed mly contract to "work Amnerica"
for twenty weeks under the apuspices of William
Morris Incorporated, it was understood that part of
that timne would be spent in touring the larger cities
of the States and Canada. I wasn't very keen on
this tourîng business, I may tell you, becauise, 1 knew
it wold nlean a lot of hard work for nme and even
more excitement than was represenited by an ex-
clusive New York engagement, and that is quite
enotigl in its own way.

Hloweýer, Mr. Morris said: "Don't you worry,,
Lanider; you'll be well looked after, and we'll show;
vou what luxuriouis travelling is across the water.
Yýou'll bie flippedl from place to place and neyer know
youi're mioviig."

My friend Mr. Morris was certainly correct so
far as the luxury of the tour was concern~ed, but as
for my neyer knowing I was travelling-well, that,
was comning it a bit strong. As a matter of fact, I
becamne so infected with the idea of "hustle" that
after the first few days I was positively unable even
to sit still for fIve minutes on end. I felt that I had
ever to bce on the move or something serious would
happen to ile. That's how youl feel in Arnerica.

The "Hlarry bander Special Train" set out frorn
New York on the morning of Decemnber 14th, and
as we steamecd away froni Hoboken Ferry Station a
great crowd on the platformn cheered vociferously
and sang snatches of my songs. The train consisted
of three coaches, a baggage car, a Pullman sleeping-
car, and the private parlour car, "Riva."

The "Riva" was allocated to Mrs. Lauder and
mnyseif, while the Pullman was given over to the
miembers of the vaudeville company that made Up the
"blli" along with myseif and a speciaîly-selected or-
chestra of sixteen performers under Mlr. Donnally,
an old Glasgow mnusician, but now an enthusiastic
"Amutrrican."

Th''le "Riva- is really. I shouild say, the Iast word
i n railway comfort as far as civilisation and inven-
tion have yet procevded. I was simply struck dumb,
with admiration of the car, its furnishings, its
equipmecnt, and aIl its arrangements. Presiderît
Roosevelt frequently used t he "Riva" durimg his
ternu of the Presidenitial chair, and the oni>' others
who have travelled 1 u it are Sarahi Bernhardt and
Adlelina Patti. So, at ail events, I was informed b>'
one of the railway officiais.

The "Harry Lauder Special," b>' the way, ran
uncharged ail over the different railway systenis of
the States and Canada, the original compan>' îmak-
ing the arrangements for the full tour. The>' had

these so well in hand that there neyer wa
aIl the time with one exception. That wai
falo, where we were al very nearly sent
dom Corne by a collision.

Philadelphia was our first town en roi
arrived there about midday. The mayor oi
had arranged a civic reception for me, so
riglit up to the municipal buildings, a band
lcading the way. The mayor is an exceedi:
rman, and ln the brief speech which lie
welcomiîng me to Philadelphia lie was al te
ing in lis references to myself. There waý
little party of aldermen and prominent citim
sent, and'we spent a pleasant halfhour. Ti
and his friends were mucli taken with my
an accent which I neyer "accentuate," but
neyer endeavour to hide-and they kept su
the time 1 was speaking to them.

Subsequently the>' showed me over the c
and in a certain roorn I was shown the
which Hancock was seated when lie signed
claration of Independence of the United E
said I w.,ould like to be able to, say that I h
Hancock's chair, and the mayor thereupoi
up to it and down I plumped. Li Hung Cl
famous Chinese statesman, and ambassado:
was informed, intensel>' interested in the cl
lie also had the honour of sitting on such
and historic piece of furniture.

I was really sorry that I had practically
to spend in Philadeiphia; but, indeed, thi
was with me wherever I went. It was simp
of rushing into nearl>' every town, gîving
formances, afternoon and evening, and sel
again on board the "bander Special" so
about midnight. However, 1 generally con
have a drive or a motor run for a couple
in the forenoon, and ln this way I was ah
an idea of the "hang" and characteristics ol
ferentý cities. In some places we remnainc
couple of days, and the "two-day towns,"
Pittsburg, Chicago, St. Louis, Detroit, et
exceedingly welcome breaks ln my wvild cal
the North American continent.

A part altogether from any relîious s(
and 1 arn quJte well aware that the mere
of the phrase ma>' la>' me open to the gibè
tain classes of people-I think that the c
equall>' with the clerk or the factor>' work
the better, physically and moral>', for a r
work on the Sabbath. I would rather c,
stage-work completely than contemplate the
prospect, fromt a purely physical point of
toiing for a whole t>welvemonith, Saturdays
day and ahi with neyer a break in the deai
otony.

AIl this bas reall>' nothîig whatever to
Detroit, but an incident which happenied thei
ume to refer to it. ,As I have told you, 1 waz
to appear there on two different Sundays.
splendid audiences, the 'concerts Were a g
cess, and the Arbroath Society' of Detroit r
me with an address of welcomne. As I pasi
years of my life in Arbroath 1 was specially
ed to be thus honoured by the sons of St.
in far-away Detroit. But I learnt that the
drew's Society' of Detroit had had a meel
that the mecmbers practcal>' unanimously
resolution that none of themn would attendj
Lauider's enitertainimenits," seeing the>' wei
for Suuday.

Now, I do think this was rather unkiri
S'cots lin Detroit. The>' must have known tl
not a free agent in the matter, and in an y
nuigit: have refrained froni passing suc
tion in the circumistances. However, a fe,
"St. Andre2w's" meni broke through the corn
not Only' attended the performance, but suhs
camie "behind(l and had a chat with me..

They were rather apologetîc, and one
said, with a mlelanichol>' look on his faci
Hairry, it's anl awfu' peety ye have to pla3
Lord's Day!"

"Well, Donald," said I, "ail I cati Say
the Scots in Detroit know what I have bc
to-day; but I would like fine to ken what t,
been doing. They werena' a' at the Free
bet t1"

«No'1," wvas the repiy; "I saw a heap
here on the quiet."

The third article in the series will ai
November 6th.


