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MOTHERS 0F THE NORTH

orne wit4 Tus&s Nie Stalactites and sorne wit4 Goats Nie Snow
By CHARLES G. D. ROBERTS

IT was in the fîrst f ull, ardent rush of the arcticspring. Thriliing to ýthe heat of the long, long
days of unobstructed sun, hencath the south-

,ltward-facing walls of the glaciers, the thin soul,
cohing flic eternal ice, burst into green and flower-

ing life. 1I1 the sunward vaiieys brooks awoke,
with a sudden filming of grass aiong their borders,
a sudden passionate unfolding of starlike bloons,
white, yellow, and bine. As if snminoned front
sleep 1)y the impetuons blossoms, . ager to be fer-
tilised, came the small northern butterfiies in
swarms.,, witli littie waspiike flies and beetles in-
niuiierable. Along the iniaccessi1ble ledges of the
cliffs the anks and guils, in crowded ranks, scream-
cd and quarrelled over their unitidy nests, or fllled
the air wit wngs as they flocked out over the
grey-green tranquil sea. The world of the North
was trying toy forget for a little the implacable
savageryý, thec cathly cold and dark of its winter's
ordeai.

Th'le great, iinwieldy, grunting Alrutses feit it
too, and responded to it-this ardour of the lonely
arctic spring, astrayv in the wastes. On the ledgeî
of a rocky iet just off shore, the mnembers of' a
lIîttie herd-c werc ,ninig theiselves. There were
two, old hiulîs and four cows withi their sprawling
lumips of calv-es. Ail were in a good humour with
one anothecr, iying witbi heaiis or fore flippers flung

amcbyacross the others' grotesque bodies, and
grunitinig, groaning, grunîibling iii varionis tonies of
content as the puniigent suniix'lit tickled their coarse
bides.

AMl sceice withoujtt a care benecath the sky, ex-
'cept one of the old blis, lie, beinig on watch,
heid Iiis great tnsked and becwliskclçredl bead higli
above bis wallowving fellows, and kept eyes, cars,
and nose alert for the approacli
of aly Per-il, One of the un-
sbapely, hepeslooking caîves,
withi its miother, lay in a hollow
of thec rock-, perhaps twventy feet
back f romi the water's edge, a
snuig spot, shieltered froin ail
winds of inortli and east. 'Fhe ý
rest of the bierd were grotnped so _
close to the water's edgce that
froni tuiie to timie a lazy, leaden-
greeni swell wold comec lipping
np anid splashi theni. 'l'le cufis
had a tendencI](y to flounlder awvay
ont o-f reacli of these chill
douches,; but their mlothers werc
very resoltite about keep)ing thein
c-lose to the water.

broad flipper, dragged himself out of the water,
and flopped down among bis fellows with an ex-
plosive grunt of satisfaction,

Theygwere not, it must lie confessed, a very
attractive company, these uncoutli sea cattle. The
adults were from, ten to, eleven feet in length,
round and swollen looking as hogslieads, quite
lacking the adornment of tails, and in colour a dirty
yellow brown. Sparse 1bristles, scattered over
their hides in rusty patches, gave thern a disre-
putable, rnoth eaten look. Their short but power-
fui flippers were lndicrously splaycd. They bad
the upper half of the' head small, fit skulled, and
earless; whule the lower haîf, or muizzie, was
enormonsly deveiopcd to support the massive,
downward growing tusks, twelve to flfteen inches
in lengtli. Thtis grotesque entargement of the up-
per jaw was further cmnphasised by the bristling
growtb of long, stiff whiskers that decorated it,
giving the wearcr an air of blustering irascibility.

As for the calves, their puidgy tittie forns had
the same overblown looks as those of their par-
ents; but their clean youing bides were not so
wrinkled, nor were tIc>' anywhcre disfiguired by
lumps and scars, They wcrc witliout tusks, of
course; but the huge devetopmient of their niuzzles,
iii preparation for the sprouting of the tusks, gave
theni a truculent air which was ludicrousl>' belied
by the muildness of their baby eyes. Tbey rolled
and sniuggled againist thc miountainous flanks of
their nuothers, which watched titen with vigilant
devotion.

Tbe caîf that la>' farthest iniand, apart fromi
the rest, was in soie pain and whimpering. Titat
miorning it had got a nasty prod in the shouider
froin thc horn of a passing narwhal; and the

jREý'SENTlY th(- little gronips
were efflarged b>' one. An-

other old butll, whichi 1bad heen
foraging at flic sea bottoin, gruli-
bing up cdams, starfishes, and
oysters wvitbi his tusks and crush-
ing temi iii the massive mniii of
his grinders, stiddfenly shot bis
ferocious lookinig hecad above the
surface. For ail this gross bulk,
in the water lie moved witb ai-
rnost the spced and grace of a
seal. In a second lie was at thc
r'ock's edge. looklng lis im-

anxious mother was trying to comfort il
ing it ciumsily but tenderly against lier
coaxing it to nurse. The rest of the lier(
moment, was utterly content with life;
troubled mother was too mucli engrossed
littie one's coniplaitits to notice how careý
the spring suri.

M EA W IE o far aa a
equally iii content. Down to the shor
mainland, hehind the island, came prowlinj
white bear with a euh close at hier heý
narrow bay between island and mainland
of linge ice cakes swung in iby an edd
tides. Many of these wave eaten and
floes were piled up on shore along tide n
as their worn edges softened under the 4
of the suni they crumbled and fell with sm
crashes. Hither and thither among theni
lean mother, hoping to find sorte deac:
other edible drift of the sea.

She had had bad hnnting of late--the
the salmon had been inexplicably delay
appearance on the coast-and was'feeling
of famine. To be sure, she was filling her
after a fashion, with the young shoots <
and other green stuif ; but this was not
that Nature had framed hier for, and in
of right nourishuient she was pouring
life îtself into her breasts, to feed. ler lit]'

H1e, too, was suffering, so, scanty was
ply of mother's mailk. Event now, as the g
stopped to nose a mnass of seaweed, the eui
ed under lier flank and began to nurse,,
ing with disappointment ait the too thin s
drew. Her fierce eyes filmed, and she tu
head fair round in order to, Iick hirn tend

T HEstranldd ce floes yielded nothinl

the shore disconsolately, when ail at onci
of air drew in from, seaward. It came dit
the island. And it brouglit the scent of
She lifted hier long, black edged muzzle an
sharply, then stood as rigid as one of the
and searchingly scrutinised the island.
either imitating lis mother or obeying sort.
stood signal, stood moveless also. One of th,
tessons learned by youngsters of the wild iý
stil,

There was not a walrus in siglit;- but t'
nostrils could not deceive lier. Shie knew
sea beasts were there, on the other side c
land; and she knew they would bce mucli ai
such a day as this, basking in the sun.'
were not the quarry she would have chos
great bulls, courageous and hot tempe
powerful cows, dauntless as herseif in dE
their youing, she knew theni for antagoniý
avoided whenever possible; but just niow
rio choice. Her cub was not getting food
To hier there was nothing else iii the,
important as that small, troublesomec, dr
hungry wlite cub.

Keeping herseif now well out of sigb
the ice-floes, witx the
at lier hecels, she stole
the edge of the retreai
The bay was too crowi
slowly mioving flocs to b
for the cub as she woý
bad it; but she could r

i behind. She kept 1
ait ber side as she swi
was a good swinme
fearlessly when she d
little black nose cuitting 1
green water bravely am~
In everything hie inuit
for lie knew there was 1
in this bunting.

The island was a
seine elevation, shelvit
b)y lexlges to the sea. T
bear knew better than
the ridge and try to st(
on the walruses.' She
aware that they would
iy on the watch against
proach froni the landw;
Fronu that direction carit
feared.

When she arrived a
]and, therefore, site swa
close under shelter of ti
tilt she reached its eý
Then, behind the sheit
stranded floe, she dre,,N
out, at the sanie time f

unother.


