
THFE COURIER.

MY REASON FOR OPTIMISM
I nyoinion the most abiding recuit of the pre-sent war will be to bring out the extraordilary

resuits accruiag te fthe nations from the action
of the subeenscieus Instincts cf Individuels. We

are not winning through this tremendous struggie by
the action of our coacelous, mindc, but because our
subconsoious Instincts have been stirred Into 11f e by
the întensity of the ernetIons aroused by the avents
which. have been happening around us, thanks te
whieh It bas been possible te secure immediate action
0on questions on which I.t has been bitherto impossible
to obtain Intellectual agreement. 1 place In the fore-
front o! ail these Incidents the action takea by the
Goverament In acceptiag and passing into, law tis
principle of national insurance against war riska te
ecean-borne produce and the chips that carry It. 1
believe aise that this action was the gravest blow te
the Germen -plans as yet deiivered, for beyond any
doubt the weapon on which the encrny ceunted most
te reduce us te Impotence and keep us eut of the
war was that furnisbed te hlm by our own cuetom
ef free.trade In marine Insurance, which had grown
ap withoat any reference te the changed conditions
of naval warfare and the coming of the submarine.

The question had been before the public for the
last thlrty years, and a variety o! workable schernes
hadt been saggested. I published one of them as far
back as 1887, and -a Royal Commission on Food
Supply In War Time was appointed after sorne
twenty years of spade work on thec part o! many men
te deal with the ýwhole preblem, but tbough a recorn-
meadation-1 tbink tu the minorlty 'report-was
actuaîly embodied la tb&'proceedlngs, aothing what-
ever was dons te give effect te Its suggestions, whlch
were substantlally those which have since become
law..

N Wthe buik of thc evidence In this Blue-bookN".a. te the effect that thc risc, o! Insurance
1 rates was certain te be great la war tixne, and

maay thought that it would become prohibitive, so
that tood prices would go ap three and. aven four-
fold in a very few dayc, particuiarly If the war opened
wlth a commercial panie and a fe^w ensational losses
at sea; and these pages cf evIdence, were as
therougbhly stadied ln Berlin as la aur own country,
and I have net the least doubt, that thc German
Foreign Office counted on the terrer the prospect o!
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a starving population would create as 'a sufficient
reason fer thc Gevernrnent then la power to remain
neutrai.

The !act that the preseace o! our Navy on its war
stations before the war was actaly begun prcveated
any sensational diýsasters to our shipping does net
invalidate my suggestion, for the decision which
placed lt la these favourable positions was certainly
net due te auy action ef the Goveramenit as a body,
and I have selected this particular instance because,
knowing rnuch of the internai resistance the proposer
ef the plan had te face during thle last thlrty years,
I can findt ne ether ln wbich the power of a "collec-
tive thoaght wave"l te ever-ride ail obstacles bac
ever corne under my notice.

D Tthe sarne spontaneous response te ether
LIproblems bas been evident sIace.the opcnIng o!

bostilities, and great and correct action has been
taken In questions of extraordinaray Intellectuel diff 1-
culty wit>hout hesitation when the criais a-rose, net
oaly by members of the Government, but by men In
ail sorts and conditions of responsibllty, down te
the hamblest citizen or private coidier In the ranks.

It was this sudden collective reversion te lmpiaated
bereditary Instincts whlch saved Europe la the criais
of the battIe ef Mons, and it le ascerting Itself wlth
evcry day that passes Ia the treaches of Flanders.
We are net winning tMa war on drili reguintions or
by Intellectuel perception, but sIrnply because, wben-
ever a criais arises, the labora Inbtinct of our Angle-
Morse ancestors wakes Up witbin the mca, and tbcy
fig'ht exactly as those forbears fought before them
at Crccy and Aginceart, te mention enly twe familiar
names.

,The enemy has eqaally and oddly reverted te bis
ancestral habits. Rle flgbts obedicntly as any race
of serfs whose emancipatien is not yet tbree gea-
erations old naturally weald de, and In victery or
retreat witb ail the eld Mongolian strain of cruelty
and foui llcentlousnesc common te the hordes which
very long Indeed before Attila swept pact the aorthera
cdge of the Pripet marches and drove, our Sazon
forefathers before Vbem almost te Uic limnits o! the
North Sea, And la llkewlse the Russians, who were

stili serfs a generation ago, exbîbt the chara
tics of their original rnarshland progenitors,
rnarked and uni!orm individuality charactera
extreme tenacity of purpose, but net etamnPé
cruelty, because la their enigIn tbcy werc a
staying race, neyer drIven on by huager and
te live upon their neighbeur's earaings.

Encil sucb race must carry with it the defE
Its qualities. Space forbids me elaborating th,
tien of the ethers, but la our case it follw~
unider the extreme pressure of present coaditle
intellectual faculties are blunted for the time'
we are toe taken 4p by the decire tu fight t<
Urne te thinil. Our governing ciements resP<
the day-to-day pressure o! events and are f
time being unable to look far abhead and prePa
possible emergencies.

1 bave been sornewhat freely accused of ýbel
optIrnistlc for the circumetances, but I eaa ascii
readers that if 1 were te Judge the situation
Inteliectual failures during the pàst tweive I
and dwell on the coasequences of car sins Of
sien on this plane, I cbould easlly be counted an
the very worst pescirnists o! the occasion, fol
few mea know better how far more ready for tt
we might have been had a little more Intellect
bean put into the work of preparation.

B esrm t ad yin ntonlg O
and as a cons equence foreasaw very manly

troubles t-hat have come-the. want o! high-eXP
shelîs and of wirecutters, for example-but t.
sponse of the subconscious instinct o! the re
every Cali made upon It bas been se rnuch g
than 1 ever dared te hope that our deficiencles
thougb I know theai, weigh oaly a trille Ia the E
and 1 am more than ever Confident of the latent:ý
wltbin the breed te everoome aveu the woret Viii
now threatea us, aad until 1 hear on good aUt'
o! British offiers ani men failiag te meet
geacies la the field no pesslristic prognostil
will move me frern the attitude ef optimisai
have coacistently upheld. It Io no new conv
with me. Those w1ho have rend my "War an1
World's Lif e,".written now core thirteen yeari
wll ses that I -held It even then almost as
heartedly as new.

THE GREAT RUSSIAN RETREA7
N EVER sdce the war began bas Rusia ccu-

pied so mach public attention as aw The
great retrograde movement le still'magnifi-
centiy under way. The Grand Duke le stili

withdrawlng hic forces. Poland le now la German
hands. The next move may be an Invasion o! Russia
with objective Petrograd. Âccerding te corne hope-
fui experts, Auguet, 1915, resernbles August, 1914,
when the march on Paris was turaed into the rout
at tbe Battie o! the Marne. Wiil the possible march
on Petrograd be turned lnte a cimilar recoil? If ce,
from wbich direction wlll It come? Ruxsila cannet
now corne back to ber offensive f orm. Will the big
drive on the Western front by Britain and France
tara the tîde?

TPhe world o! experts le walting for an answer.
Meanwhile the movemeats and the conditions o! the
Rassian armies are o! immediate Interet, and are
weli oatllned la the following extracte from two tcable
deepatebes f rom London te, the New York Heraid:

B RtEST-LTOVSK, thc greatest fortress and en-
treacbed camp in Russia, and regarded by miii-
tary authorities as a vastly more Important

strategie point than Warsaw, bas been occupied by
the Austro-German armies. The exact time of Its
evanuation by the Russians cannot -be stated, but
apparently It began cso after the piercing cf thle
western and northwectern front of the position by
thle Germanie allies on Tucsday night. As was Uic
,case at Warsaw, Ivangerod and Ossawetz, the Rus-
clan garrison net only escaped with minor loases, but
managed te carry "with themi or destroy ail their sup-

By A MILITARY CORRESPOND

Kovel, and wlth the exception o!' Grodno Oa
secoadary fortrese o! Olita, crush the catir

fjj

ENT Rsîa Iune o! defence, the Bug River-B
barrier.

id the Milltary wrlters here give full crc
c main' great war machine that coald accomplis

mous task la se brie! a time. But
as mach credît te Grand DuI!e Nichelas, iv
ia retreat bas cxtrlcated hic forces fron
Which icus aibly led armies weuld hav
disaister. Net once bas the German n14

* placed and as ckIlfully maneeuvred, caug
slans in its meshes. Great nambers c
h ave been captared by the Germanic allie
Russian losses, are regarded as a necessa
great retiremeat la wblch vlrtaally every
le fought by rear guards. The main a-
bas been able te get away free.

Twice, at least, the Tsar's forces baiý
supreme crisis when their destruction wot

S been sarprlcing, but botb Urnes the uine b
and held while the Germanie leaders ragiX their men into furieus but impotent ase

Ia the opinion cf ebservers here the ir
w aspect o! the situation for the Rassians

Austro-German wedge drivea lato the PX'il
from Kevel. This wedge bas effeotaally
army soath o! Kovel, and operating aiea
Lipa River te thc Dacister, from. ail con
the grcat body on the line frein Brest-Lit

S Gal! of Riga. The oniy raliway commuaibetween the extreme le! t wing reachia
Bessarabia and thle Rournanian frontUe
centre and right le by a circuiteas roi:
Kovno and Lanienz, a distance o! more

S handred miles over a cingle track railroa(
first deflnite break thc Teutonlo alles
able te infiot la the Rascian alIgamnents i
than a year cf war. This hrsrnk i. -,f T
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