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~elence of Mr. RichardWht?
,"Ianswèeo.
!"entinued the. voice, isMr
ituDudley there ? If se, I shoulda
jspeak with hlm."l

0Ii are yen, please T" I asked.
are was a alght pause. Then the
go veice said:
1r &mlerr Otto Schmalz, the pre-
er Of crime."$

;~,nnowI can rementber the éhill
& ear that cre'pt over me as 1Ier

Sanswer. Afterward, Dudley told me
ý*t when I turned and handed him the
wélphone, my face was as white as a

eét; 'but despite my agitation, I lis-
tèàed keenly te w4hat he sai.
. 4'Yes,"I he began, i answer te a. ques-
t 1"«I arn Mr. Dudley. What? How
do Zou know I tcook thein out? Oh, it

t orbusiness te know such things!
iu say they are in danger of being

"giolen, and that y ou may be able te pre-
venàt it? How can yen do so 9 Oh, that

lit your business, toe. Well, hold the
* ire a moment." H1e put his hand over
tlîe mouthpiece and raised his face te
mine It was gray and drawn. "Dick,"
,ho whispered, "'this marr knews that I

roughtptbese jewels here. He says
that they are in danger of being etolen,
but that he ean stop iti as his profession
à, the prevention of crime. H1e wants
te orne here at once. What shall I
telli m ?$

The sudden confirmation cf my wiIl
lears served te intensify them. It W
not seem improbable that the diamehdýs
nigt mysteriously vanish before our
Very eyes. Every possible precaution
seemed worth taking; se I leaned f or-
ward and cried:

"Tell hlm te come at once!"
H1e did se, and laid the telephone a-

aide.
"He says that he will be here in five

minutes," he told me. '1t surely is a
very singuilar affair!"

A strange tîîeught had flashed upon
me.

"ÇSuppog'e, J1 exciaimed hoarsely,
"that this man himself-this.Schmalz-
is sa thief?"

Dudley's jaw drepped, and he gazed at
lue stiupidly. At last, with a quick,
impatient gesture, he pulled hitusef te-
gether, and, sitting up, carefully re-
turne(I the diamonds te the chamois bag.
This done, lie droppeil the bag into a
tobacco-jar that stood iipen the table,
taking pains toecover it with the te-
bacco. Then he looked at me with a
smile.

"*Een if he is," he said lightly, "lhe
will neyer think of looking for them

thr.That hiding-place is tee simple.
Tleethey. illi remain until mornin,

and 'oii and 1 wîll take turns watchig
Over hm Have you a pistol ?"

SIanswered.

<>figa drawer in the table, 1 pro-
di, --1the* weapon. He leaned over and,

tanit from my hand, examined it

"It's loa(le{, ail right," he remarked
Nvith a smile as lie slipped it into his
pocket. "Now let them corne."

Tîjen we sat silently waiting. Pre-
sently the door-beli rang, and a moment
later one of Dudley's servants threw
open the dor and ushered two men in-
te the room.

Neyer 'have 1 geen so «frange a pair.
One of the men was very short an.d very
thin, with queerly twisted legs and a
face that oddly suggested a fox-terrier.
The other was enormous - exceedingly
tail and remaarkably fat. H1e seerned
like a perfect inountain of flesh sur-
mounted by a mis-shapen bead that re-
sembled a pine-cene. His face wus
flabby and babyisb, and his great round
eye peered stupidly f rom behind spec-
tacles with lenses at least an eighth of
an inch thick. There was sopething
wrong with the circulation of bis blood,
wbich eaused him te faîl asleep even
while he was speaking.

The little man was the first to, ad-
vance.

"Mr. Carl eton DudleyT" he said in-
quiringly as he glanced frorn one te the
other of us. Dudley bowed. "And Mr.
Richard White, I presume T" pursued the
littie men, looking at ine. I aiso bow-
ed. "Very good," he continued grandilo-
quently, much &fter the fashion.of a
"lecturer" in a dime museum. "Permit
me, Mr. Dudley and Mr. White, te, pre-
gent Herr Otto &ehmaiz, the preventer

of crime."
Dudley and I bowed once more. The

mnuntain of fiesh quivered. Then, after
ta-king a quick, darting survey ol his
surround'ings, hie waddled acrosa the,
room, seated himself upon a divan, gave
an enermous sigh, and promptly went
te sleep.

"«I may add that 1 arn Jonas Eldge-
Wood," said the littie man, "private
secretary te, Herr Sobmalz. 1 believe
that yeu wisl te consult us personally,
Mr. Dudley ?"

"It was :rr Schmalz who asked fora consultation," retorted Dudley sharçi-
ly; "but on se informaI an introduction,
and upon se grave a matter, 1 scarcely
f eel justified-

He paused. The little iman six'iled at
-him calinly.

"ýAh," hie said, "I see. Even our know-
ledge of yeur removal of the magni-
ficent Dudley diarnonds bas net envinc-
ed you of Herr Schmalz'a ability te,
prevent their thef t. Wait!" H1e crossed
the reom, and, catching hold of
Schmalz's arma, shoek him with al bis
might. Hia efforts scarcely rnoved the
ggantic figure. It was net until hlie d
ba.wied the preventer's mame many
times that the giest, round eyes open-
cd sleepily.

"V~el?" asked the inountain cressly.
"Mr. Dudley is not yet convinced,"

explained his seeretary. "Yen will have
te teil him more."

An expression like that of a disap-
pointed baby's crossed Herr Schmalz's

fac, nd iesighed ponderously. Then,
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