
The Westepn Home Mont hly'
Berne Bard FIjkts la the leruego

By Aubrey Fullerton
rINCE the war began there lias been Anderson and 'the fwIe Eskimos witba perceutible slackening in adventure, them liaâ0,othug,o eat but .skins and

stories: frwüf the 'Canadian West. snowslioe' thongs. or tliree weeks at
Usually tli<"West is full of tlrills made a stretel, wliile on the Aretie coast Eastwithin its own borders, but for more than , of Mackenzie river, tliey lived on a dieta year and a hlaino1w, like ail the rest of deerskin, whicli the Eskimos varîedof the Empire, it lias been tlrilling with a littie by eating up the wliole collectionwartalk. Tales of strange escapades, of zoological specimens. To the dangersexciting deeds, and flarrow escapes in of food shortage was added tliat of sick-its own wilderness places bave been ness, Dr. Anderson and two of the menlargeîy lacking, and after a time one developing pneumonia. So great werenotices it. The bîggest adventiire in the the extremities to whicl tlie party wasWest apd Western Northi in the past reduced that even the dogs gave out,year of two was that of Vilhjalmar and ten of them died. For real sufferinglâtefansson, away up im the Aretie, and and anxiety it is unlikely tliat bis present
that, indeed, made a story good enough party in the still furtler Northi las hadto put beside the wax news when it came many, if any, liarder times than thosedown fromn the Northi last fail. whieli Stefansson went througli in theIt is not tbat things liaven't liappened. winter of 1910. He learned a lesson
Survey parties, prospectors, mounted tlien for ail sojourns in Aretie parts.police and random adventurers bave liad To run short of food is the great disastermuel the samne experiences as usual, of the wilderness, where one must eatand bave found the wilderness to be as if lie would live. Not even at the war-jthrill-producing as ever it was. Neyer- front is an adequate commissariat more'
theless, the stories have not got omut, important, and for lack of it many have1It may be because, as a resuit of the war,' corne to grief. Ail other misliaps in the1
there 'ias not been as mucli work done wilds seem more or less closely connected1in the wilds as in former years; or it may witli the food question.1
be thnt the men wlio have been there When the Grand Trunk Pacifie was
do not consider tlieir feiats wortly of building througli British Columbia, intalking about in war-time; but the fact the spring of 1913, five men left one of1

through a failure of -their periodic supplies'
They were working near Fort St. JTohni,
and supplies came from Edmionton by
steamer and pack-horse. The- Peace
River boat missed a tnip-for some reaàun
and the provisions in camp were reduced
to oily oatmeal and rice, which forty
men fed upon, in pasty cakes, tili they
were sick of it. With'such poor nourish-
ment they could not work, aithougli
there were twenty-one hours of liglit every
day.

After some distressful days, during
which several of the men feil ill,a promise
of relief came in the arrivai of the first
pack-load from the belated steamier,
The Ioad was qùickly opened up, and
was found to consist of nothing but soap
and baking-powder. When the second
hiorse came a littie later, it carried lard
on one side and candies on the other,(
and the ravenously hungry men were
indlined to lyncli t he Indian drivers for
practical jokers. A third load came,
and the first hlaf of it opened up as
matches--enough of them to last a year.
It began to look as tbough there was
nothing to eat in the whole lot. But
the rest of that load and the wliole of the
two remaining loads proved to be good
food-stuff,' and the situation Was saved.

Vernon Brewster, a prospector in
Alaska, went through an experience of
th4e kind that tests a man's endurance

A Battaljon of Senegalese Tirailleurs assembling at ams. These strange fighters bave been a grcat help to the Allies campaigne

remains that there is a comparative
dearth of new, home-grown adventure
stories of the kcind that the West likes to
pass around.

So it is that whcn Western folk have
quite exhausted the meagre information
that cornes from the war zone, they some-
times make good talk out of things that
happened in the wilds recently enough
to be newsy, but before the war began.
In Most cases these happenings were
neyer heraldcd abroad, but they and their
like very well illustrate thc kind of wilder-
ness training that makes good recruiting
mnaterial for any service.

Just what Stefansson bas gone through
in the far North, for instance, is yct to
be learned, but it is safe to say that some
of bis adventures have measured up
tolerahly well with those of the average
SOl(irr in Francc. At thc same tirne it
i-'; (loihtfiîl if fthe plucky explorer, despite
bis narrow escape on the ice, bas lad a
More reaîîy serious experience on this

crxpîf el)dition than in that of 1910,
th('<îîti trip) le madle North from

Thle periLs that then befeli
hi' Iii perhapq as close a cal 1

[Saamîýn <vr gets out of alive.
I \1" :tn iinisually severe wiriter in1

fi110 an, d in thc face of thaît dis-
1 1wur li food supplies man out. At

tirne * 'luii 'son, bis companion, Dr.

the camps to wallk along the shore ice
of thc Fraser River to Prince George.
At a certain point on the way they came
to some rotten ice, a large piece of which
broke off from the rest of the pack and
carried. tbem out into the river. Tbey
tbought at first that it was good luek,
supposing that the current çwould take
them down river on the ice-craft, and
save tbem the walking; but instead it
carried tbem well out, and then piled
their ice-fioe bard against a rock in tbe
centre of the river. Tbey were marooned
as surely as ever a man was; the ice beld
tight, and to attempt to swim ashore
througli a Fraser nrivcr current in April
would bave been about the same as
suicide. In their packs tbey had food
for two or three days, but it came to an
end, and still tbey wcre prisoners. Ilws
more tbey stayed tberc-bow mau'
they neyer knew, for they grew so weak,
and suffered so from cold and hunger,
that tbey lost track of-the time. Litile
hy littie their ice-e:ake wore off at fliec
edlges,, and flbey bîîdîled close toget lier
iin the cenfre in coninion misery. Thii-
w ere e foiind :îfter a tim.e, pret t v
close to dent', v fhe first passing riifo<r

'F'lii'ee .iiiiîiiers :tigo two governiî,nmo,
survey parties 1 in 1 PouceRiver colinfirv
,te a aInet to tliî verge of starvai ion

to vcry nearly the breaking pointIle
set out alone to drive down the Royukuk
river to Nome with a dog-team, carrying
f hree days' provisions. Thinking to Bave
time, lie took a short cut, but niissed
bis way, and for thrce days more wandered
about hdlplessly. By the sixtli $ay
bis condition was desperate, for not only
was bis food gone, but lie was tining out,
fearing to sleep lest lie should freeze tol
deatl.Ile was presently eompelled to
kil one of bis dogs, which lie himself
shared witli the rest of the team

For anotber five days lie struggled
on, and sacrificed a second dog, and then,
wben death seemed almost at his clbow,
a third one. On the sixteenth day lie
reached the moutb of the river, and.4 4,g-
gercd into the telegrapli station, as'near
the end of bis endurance as a man could
wcll be. ___________

A À ie stood on the wnl beach, gaz-'
i n g em out over the i'ast Mlle ex-
paknse \f tiimling water, a friend said
Io lier:

"So this is the firsfi, iii> f. P i iv,ý
s4»fl the 'ea, iiY

"Adw bat (Io0 voI tlilîîk <if il?
\i"s1lip 'a id. xxif l ,mi e hif. Si il

it nells juîst like otr
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Kýiendfllsa vin Cure haifow Alfred_gnreia for humait use. Il& Boeh of

pentrain poer uickly re- Keinpîvj..
I leves swelingessrins, b.n1 le,Ont.1ay
ses, and ail formns of lame- "I haive iucd
ne.. It 1 j ust what you -jour K"Iidà
need around the house. Spavin Cure
Write for many letters for years îani
f rom usera to provo its find it a od

-bas been uned by horme-
men, veterinarians, andFor Hors farmers for over 85 yearp.

et Its worth han beein proued.
-And for sjavin, aplint, eurb, ring,
Roflnod bone and the many other

hurla that corne to hoyses.
for Read this letter front James P.
Man. Wilson, Kingsland, Bank.:

@41 have uséd your Spavin Cure:
tine and affain with good results for,
awelhngeor rh.umatu.rn,both for mans

and beast, and foundat Very satintactr.r

Spavin Cure at
any druggists.,
For homses $1.
bottle-6 for $5,
Rellned forman
Oc.-flfor *2.50.
'Treatlse on the

'i Horse'f ree froz
druggist or
wrto to
8r. J. MOUILL CO.

E bure I5uIIs,Vt. U.S.A.

will reduce inflamed, swplleag
JoInts, Sprmina, Biulae., Sot
Bunches; Heale Boils, poili

EvIL, Quittor, Fistula, ortny unhbealthy sore
quiCkly as lt Je a Pýoàittic antiseptie

and germicide. Pleasartt 0 use, dosee*
not blister coder bandage or re-

mctfie fiair. anîd yuu cart work
the borSe. 12.00 Per boule. deliv-
cred. Book 7 K f ree.

W. F. Young. P.D..F. 138 I mans Building. Monîreal, Can
Abi-orbi, a nd -A IOrI ir-.J r. arc rmade i n Ca rinîl

hrîwri titi 7ladrirl «' please mention
l'le Western hue MuuîNf)lthly
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