R E P 0 R T
OF THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO REVISE THE STATHTES OF IIPPER CANADA

FER N A T

"' TO HIS EXCELLENCY,. THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR CHARLES BAGOT, K.C.B. - .’
) . Toranto,]l’[archSth1843 B
May rrrugase Your EXCBLLENCY Vit e LT

By.a Commigsion’ under the Great Seal of Upper Canada, beaung date the*twenty-ﬁfth day of _
July, one thousand eight hundred: and:forty, .we. were .appointed Commtssxoners ¢ diligently-and -
« carefully to examine and revise the several Statutesfrom time to, time passed and, enacted by the Par- -
“ liament of Upper Canada, and then'in force and effect ; and to make such report upon the prexmses,
“asin: our oplmon should be most for.the: mterest, .welfare and good- govornment, of ‘the Province.”

Before proceedmg to- execute thlS Co:nmtssxon, we. ascertained, that what was contemplated by- .
the Governinent was, that we should present the Statute Law of Upper Canada 3s.it'stood"at the time
_ of the Union of ‘the Provinces, having _expunged all euch parts as had been repealed elther expressly
or by clear implication ; carefully revxsmg the whole ; gwmg tle necessary references in the margm '
of each Statute 3 and addxng a well complled mdex A :

Tlns we have endeavoured to do s

‘W were not certdin thit it mxght not have becn 1ntended that, after ascertammg what Acts, and
parts of Acts were in force, we should arrange and classify: them according to their subject’ matter, .
. consolidating in onc Statute such as relate. to the same object, transposing clauses, and parts, of clauses, -
as well as the Statutes themselves, in order to improve the arrangement, suggestmg unprovements,
supplymg deﬁcrencxes, and carefully revising the languagc of the w o]e. :

But, be51des that some “of the Commtssroners, who had: been appomted could not have undertaken L

this task wrthout bemg reheved for the: time, from their other (duties, it would, have been a useless labour, .
unless it ‘were to be followed’ by a Leglslatwe revision of the, Whole of this, body of Statute.Law, and
by re-enacting it all, in the order in which it mlght be proposed to place 1t, W1th such further altera-
tions as the. Leglslature mxght deem expedlent S T . S e

Thls would have reqmred robabl "éne or more extraordmaly Sessrons of the Legrslat
without the certainty”of stich su sequen ratlﬁcatlon, of course the. drsturbmg the’ present; arrangement
of the Statutes would Have béen an irrégular’ and ‘unauthorised act, which'could ofily’ have created
confusion, by. furmshmg as.it Were, ,by publxc authonty, a compllatxon of Sta.tute Law, wantmg the
necessary: sanction,;, ; ‘ Fo I A

St a. re-castmg of the Statute Book by classnfymg the whole, . e vanous sub;ects, -
without regard to the order. of time, has been frequently’ proposedv.m the Mother Country, butnever
yet attempted,. nor. has, it so far:as we know, been effected, in; any:.of-th e Bntlsh-Colome i
: has been in, some other Countries, : . ;

Doubtless, there is the ’promlse % ,onvemence in, a new arrangemen -of; lescription, -
though the valué of suéh”a work might e 1éss now than’ it would ‘have béen i’ former tlmes, frorn the
great frequency of changes in Leglslatron, which, distinguishes, th b
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