108

., 1t has been the cause of deep regret to Her Majesty’s Government that, owing to his
premature death, the personal discussion from which they had hoped that a satlsfactory‘
solution of this vexed question might result, did not take place. |

.. The gr.we objectlons to some ot the provisions of the Canadian Act.in its p1esent
form, and the international ditficultics and complications to which it would give rise if
it were allowed to come into operation, have been fully dealt with in previous communi-
cations, and the correspondence which has taken plac(, nas failed so far to bring about
even an approximation of view between Her Majesty’s Government and your Ministers,

In thesc circumstances I am reluctant to continue a controversial correspoudence
from which no result seems likely to Le gained, and the only course which appears to me
to offer any prospect of a solution, is thdt as soon as convenient, one of your Ministers,
or some gentleman duly authorised by them and fully conversant with the subject, shovld’
come .over and discuss the matter personally with Her Majesty’s Government.

The interests in this country affected by the measure are extensive and powerful, and

the persons concerned have become scriously alarmed, whilst those in Canada whose

interests arc at stake may naturally be becommcr m\patlent at the delay which has taken

place; and I trust, therefore, that your Lmdshxp will press the sug estlon of a personal

conference on your Mmlbters as plefemb‘e to a :ulthcx mterchange of Despatches.

‘ : : 1 have, &e.
RIPON.
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: S 4, Portugal btxcet Lincoln’s Tnn I’lclde W. C.,.
MY Lom), ' - March 20, 1895. L
I nave much pleasure in f'orwal ding to you, for your consldelatlon the peutlon of
authors, publishers, and all those interested in ‘copyright in the United Km«rdom against
the Cauadian Copyright Act. All the signatures have been copied on to the main
roll, but the separate copies of the petition “with the original signatures are attached in
the packets forwarded herewith, and cor reIspond gtbo the letters or numbels on the main rcﬂ]
. ’ am, &c. ‘
G. IIERBERT THRI\IG, o
Secretary of the Incorpor ated
Socnety of Authoxs

Enclosure in No. 92.

To tbe \’IOSt Honnulable the Marquess of Rirow, K. G (J C.S.1., Her Ma]estv s
Secretary of State for the Colomes

Tue HUMBLE, PETITION, of the undersigned Author S, Artlsts Pubhshets, and Coovrmht :
. Ovmcxs of Great Britain and Ireland
Sheweth:. -« :
- That a B111 entltled «“ An Act to amend the Cop_ynght Act)” Chdp 62 of. the, dewsed
Statutes, passed through both - Houses of Patliament . of the Dommlon of Canada, and
~mow awaiting the assent of Her Majesty, is subversive of the principle which. has hitherto
- governed copyright legislation ‘in this country :and on the Continent of Europe, is
calculated to: desfroy the international arrangement known as the Berne Convention, and
1s likely’to provoke 1ctallatory legislation by the Government of the United Stutes.

* And that the provision of the above-mentioned Act, whereby any Canadian publisher -
may republish the work of any British author, without his consent, which has fallen into
the public domain in hny form and at any time, on the sole CODdlthll of p'lymg such
author a royalty of 10 pericenturn on the published price of such work is unjust and im-

practicable.  Further, that it is ‘a retrograde step, inasmuch as the rights of authors are .
now, after long btr-xggle, ootammn mcrcased 1ecorrmt10n tlnouuhout the cmhzed
world :

Also that " the prowsmn whereby a perlod of one month only after first pubhcatlon is .
,allowed dunng which a British author may. become entltled to exclusxve copyntrht ‘

~within the Domlmon of Canada is 1nsuﬂ1c1ent AR :




