
Letterfrom Mr. Chief Secretary Murdoch ta Cap- Letter from Mr. Chief Secretary ýMurdoch toa.
tain Cox. Rice, Esq., acknowleing te eceipt of the pre-

cedinei Mem7oritil.
Government House,

Montreal, 5th March, 1841. Government IHoùue,
SIR, Montreal, 5thMarch 1841.

I an commanded by the: Governor General to Sm,
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st
inst. suggesting a place for holding a Poll in the I am commanded by the Governor General to
County of Drummond. In reply I am to inforn acknoNvledgte the receipt of the Menorial signed by
you that previously to the receipt of your letter, the yourself and other Inhabitants of Shrbrooke, re-
Commission had issued to the Returning Officer di- mionstrating against the removal of the Poll, for the
recting him to hold the Poll at DrumnIondville. County Election, to Lennoxville. lireply, I am to

inforn you, that in fixing on the latter place, Ilis
I have, &c. Excellency was influenced'hy a desire to avoid the

confusion of two Elections for Members of Parlia-
(Signed,) T. W. C. MURDOCL. ment going on at the saine moment in the samine

Chief Secretary. place, and the Writ having issued and the Sum-
mons been sent out, it is not in his power to alter it.

Capt Cox, &c. &c. &c.
Kingston. I have, &c.,

(Signed,) T. W. C. MURDOCH

Memorial of Inhabitants qf the County of Sherbrooke. Chief Secretary.

To .His Excellency the Right Honorable Charles, H. Rice, Esq.,
Baron Sydenham, of Sydenham in the County of Sherbrooke.
Kent and Toronto -in Canada, Governor General
of British North Anerica, &c. &c. &c.

The Memorial of the undersigned Inhabitants of
the County of Sherbrooke,

RESPECTFULLY SIEwETH -

That under the late laws regulating the Elections
for the former Province of Lower Canada, the suf-
frages of the Electors of the County of Sherbrooke
wvere takenandreceived atSherbrookeand atShipton.

That under the Writ of Election recently issued
for the return of a Member for the said County, the
Rturning Officer, Charles Whitcher, Esquire, has
announced to the Electors of the said Cou nty that
the ensuing Election is to be held at the Village of
Lennoxville, which has never hitherto been a ace
for holding the Elections.

That this change so far froi being of any benefit
or advantage to the communitî will prové the diret
reverse, for while it approaches to' some Elccti-i *ati
one end of the County; the place of plling^it eqUal
ly removes those of the' other extremity,, ,reducing
some Electors to a travel of soie twelve or thirteen
miles, and leaving others to come somejfor.ty-or fifty'
miles without any coinménsurate advantage.

That this injustice to the Town of Sherbrooke,
the District Town, and th' Capital of the Ea'stèrn
Townships is so manifest that Your'Excellen~c's
Petitioners c scarcely suppose for an instant that
it can have been effectedithrouýh design, but that it
has arisen from oversight or ey influence or advice.

Wherefore Your Petitioners and Menorialists
humbly ray that YourExcélléncy-will be; pleased
to tak e ese circumstances into your gracious con-t
sideration, and'to direct that, the place of Eléetion
be restored to Sherbrooke, the principal Town in
the County of Sherbrooke. a «

And Your fPetitioners, as,in duty bound,:will ever
pray, &&-

1st Marec,184.

(Signd,) andusixty-two others.

Letter from the Returning O,9lcer for She orcito31r.
C/tuf Secretary Murdoch, an closure.

(Copy.)

West Shefford,

3d March, 1841.

I have the honor ta enclose t you certain Queries
upon fwich I wish to obtain a Iegal opinion as early
as possible.'

In these Toiwnships heretofore, persons have been
adnitted to vote at Electiong under all theiîiruim-
stances setforth in these Queries, as.also Squatters,
who had nocolorofstitle 'to thelands upon -which
they claimùed to vôte. In fact, Elections ithese
Counties have been heretofore so conducted that
the Elective Franchise amounted in .tuth to uni-
versal-suffrage., . . , 7'

As,,no dout, I shaal b cailed upon' to decide in
most of thl points submitted, it is tvery, desirable
that I should assisted by a4 legal opinion, inder
to the betterand moresatisfactory,dischargeof my
dutes.

I have therefore to beg that you will cause, me
to be furnished with such opinion at the, earliest
possible möinent.;-, - :

17haie thie horior4to be, Sirr

'Yourmost obedient,humble servanp

igned,) JAS BOTIAM,
R zetumaOfficer <o 8efr

T W 'Mrdch Esq.,,.~
Civil Secreta y,

4Montreal.; 4 - '


