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period downwards until the Conqueft of Canada, held the faid
league and one half in front by ten in depth, from which latter
period until the extinction of their Order in Canada, by the de-
ceafe of its laft furviving Member, they continued to poflefs the
same, not as Proprietors perhaps, but as Tenants at will, fubject to
the pleafure of the Crown to have dispofsefsed them thereof at
any moment that it might have been deemed right to afsume the
faid Eftate into the immediate pofseflion of His Majefty. The
whole of the tract therefore, originally granted to Mr. Giffard,
that is to fay, the two leagues in front by ten in depth, with the
exception of the half league given in 1647 to the Ladies of the
Hotel-Dieu, is at this day the property of His Majefty, and is now
adminiftered in common with the remainder of the Eftates here-
tofore belonging to the late Order of Jefuits, by His Commiffion-
ers in this Province.

Having thus difpofed of the Seigniory of St. Gabriel, which
by the ratification of Mr. de Lauzon, of the half league in favor
of the Ladies of the Hotel-Dieu, it would appear is bounded in
front by the River St. Charles ; and having fhewn that the Lo~
rette Indians can have no poflible claim upon it, I fhall now pro-
ceed to the examination of the Title Deeds, under which they ftill
afsert, that they are entitled to have a tract of one league in front
by two leagues and a half in depth within the Seigniory of St.
Gabriel, including, I prefume, the spot upon whigh their actual
habitations are erected, and which their Surveyar, Mr. Ecuyer, by
his figurative plan drawn in this prefent month of October has
defignated thereon by a yellow fhade.

The firft of thefe, namely the Conceflion of the 13th March
1651, and upon which they entirely found their claim, is not as
they alledge a title to any part of the Seigniory of St. Gabriel, on
the contrary, St. Gabriel was no longer the property of the Com-
pany of New France, they having as has been juft thewn, conce-
ded it four years before to Robert Giffard, but is a Deed of
Conceflion made by the fame Company to the Indians newly con~
verted to the Chriftian faith, at a place called in their language
« Kamaskda d’ Angachity” commonly called by the French In-
habitants Sillery or « L’ance de St. Jofeph;” where the Jefuits
had built a Chapel for the Indians, and adminiftered the Sacra-
ment to fuch of them ashad been baptized : the tract is thus des-
.cribed, ¢ I’étendue d’une lieue de terre depuis le Cap qui termine
L’ance St. Jofeph, en montant fur le grand Fleuve St. Laurent fur
quatre licues de profondeur,” the whole under the guidance of
the Jefuits who had converted them, and their Succefsors; this



