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THE INEFFICIENCY 0

. "PRESS CEIME 13 EVIDENT FROM PAINEUL EXPERIENCE.
- The.authorities "to establish’ this -are ‘numierous, and .of 1

- were not devoured and eaten up by the gallows in one place or
another.”” Iuspite of these sunguivary punishments, the country

comin_l_md in a dreadful state of disorder. In the days of Eliza-!
‘beth it was observed and regretted, ¢ that at the time of doing

-execution af such as had been uttainted of any urder or felony,

-or other’criminal cause, ordained chiefly for terror and example of
‘avil-doers,”* peopls persevered in their * felonious sleights and

devices.”’ .

- 'The Rev. T. Roberts, of Bristol, in his visits to prisons in Eng-
1and'from time to time, has [ullen in with many convicts under
aentence of death : in 167 instances he inquired of the malefuctor,
-whether he had ever witnessed an execution? I jurned out thul
-all of them excepting three, had been spectators in'the crowd upon
‘these melancholy occasions, whichthe Jegislature designed to

‘operate as warnings-to the profligate.  So muceh for the ¢ efficaos®’
~of snguinary exaaiples in deterring crime. :

- "In the House of Commons
iing facts : namely, = = ‘ ‘ _
" “ 4'offences were mnde capital in the reign of the Plantagenets,

Y —_— L m— e Tudors,
L8 e— -_ = —. Studrts,’
166 —— ~—— ~— - '—— House of Brunswick,

i, sdded the Hon. Member, ¢ more-crimes huve been denounc-

«d us capital in the reign of his present Majesty, (Geo. IT[) than

An the -reignsof the Plaitagenets,. the Tudors, and the Stuarts

combined.”” And yet crimes were continually multiplied.

+ *¢'Tha frequency -6f capital' punishments rarely hinders the
ccommigsion of a erime, but naturally and commonly prevents its
datection.”’-=Dr. Johnson. -

** 1t i3 a constant remark of the Chiuese authors, that the more]

he penal laws were increased in their empire, the nevrer they
-drew Lo a revolution.”’—-Baron Aontesquieu. ' :
4Tt iz quackery .in government; to apply tvo frequently the

eameé-universal remedy; the ullimum -supplicivm. “That Magis-]
~ .trate, tnast be esteemed a wealc'and cruel -surgeon, who cuis offy
“every limb, “which through "ignorance  ar indelence he will not

altempt to care.’~-- Blackstone,. . - - e =
© HL THE.EXPERIMENT OF EXCLUDING CAPITAL PUNISHE
NTS FROM'THE CRIMINAL:CODE'HAS ALREADY B
RTIALLY:'MADE, "AND. -WiIH THE ; MOST "FAVOURABLE
o some.instunees wewill refer ds hriefly-as possibles
of “the*sovereigns of: arfeient, Exypt abulshe
‘tl}péggt‘-'th:t;: Egypt would -der
S Gv

si¥—Goguel’s. Qrigin®of Laios: . ~ix i 7 55 L
._*t The'laws of:the Roman.Kings fnd . the twelve tribes of the
Decemoiri-.were [ull of .cruel "punishinents ; the Pareian law;
‘which exempted all. cilizen§-from. sentence of death; silently
abroguted themall.  In this period the republic flourished ; under
the emperors severe punishments “were revived, and then the
-empire felt,"*---Blackslone. ‘ : Lo
The, Poreinn law is asserted to have continued in force for 200
.years, - ‘“[t was naver observed, that this luw did any wanner of
prejudice to the civil administration.”’—-Monlesquicu. ‘

‘* Executions uve rare in Holland. A great number for child-
maurder are condemned 1o work in spin-houses for life, and to be
whipped annuully on the duy when,and the spot where, the crime
was comuitted. This made of panishment is dreaded more than
{leath, and since it kus been adopted has greatly prevented the

_Arequency of the erime,*’~-- Howard, ’

¢ During the reign of the empress Elizabeth of Russia, capital
punishments were abolished in thut country. She pledged hersell
“en mounting the throne, never to inflict the punishment of death,
and she kept her sword. " Peter 1L, was not: less frugal of " the
blood of his'subjects.’’~-Pastoret. And Catharine II. of Russia
introduced a new code of laws, from which capital punishments

- were excluded. ' Was the vast territory of ull the Russins,
(says Bluckstane) worse regulated under the jate empress Eliza-
‘heth, ‘than under her.more sanguinary predecessors? I3 it now,
- under Catharine I1. less civilized, leggksocinl, less secure? And
yet we are assured, that neither ofgfthese illustrions princesses,
‘have, throughout their whole administration, inflicted the penalty
of deuth ; and the latter has, upon full persuasion of its heing
useless, nay, even pernicious, given orders for ubolishing it en-
tirely throughout her extensive dominions.” °
_** In Tuscany duriug 20 years the punishment of death wns
_‘n})olt§lled by the Grand Duke Leopold. Bonaparte afterwards

had it restored. On comparing three successive periods of 20
vears each, in the first period capital punishment existing—in the
second period abolished—and in the third again resl%red, as
above mentioned, it is found, that fewer crimes and fewer mur-
ders were perpetrated in the middle 20 years, while no execu-
tions took place, than in either of the preceding 20 years while
the scaffold was in use.”’—Livingstone. °

¢ During seven years that Sir James Mackintosh was Recorder
of Bombay, the panishment of death was never once inflicted by
the Court aver which he presided. In this periad there were but
six convictions for murder, whilst in the preceding seven years
there had been po less than eighteen convictions for that crime
notwithstanding the samerous executions,’’— [ yucas. ’

In. Belgium capital punishment has been abolished since 1829,
anl we are not aware thut any evils have followed its aboli-
tion, - '
¢ The State of Louisiana in the year 1822 adepted the prin-
ciple of excluding capital punishments altogether. We have seen
na reasan to douht, that this expefiment, which promises to be
. one of the most decisive kind, has thus far fully answered the
expectations of its authors,”’—Professor Upham. :

. “The criminal returns of Great Britain show, that there has
been less horse-stealing within the last seven years, withont any
ex:cution whatever, than in the preceding seven years with 42

on AT - '

N hej{du
- Aighest regpectubility. * ¢¢ In England dgring: the reign of Henry{lof
. <VAIL; 2000 criminals, ‘on un averuge, were executed annually fir,
- theft ‘and. robbery, besides other malefuctors.”’~—(Hume.) . 'Sir;
" Thomas JMure relates that it ‘was not: uncomwnon to see twenty
.- thieves hanged at once on the sume gibbet.” And yet notwith-
standing this profusion of blood, property was never-more insecure
;“ahan at that period. .- Harrison assures us *that. Henry V1IL. exe-.
cuted his laws with soch severity, that 72,000 * great and petty
thieves were put to death during his reign.’’ ITe adds, that even
in Elizabeth’s reign "¢ rogues were trussed up apace ;'* and that
there was not ‘“one year commonly wherein 300 or 400 of them

eurs ending

thin-in'the thres y8ars ending will
death for. thosvoffences. .- Butn

0 executions;
ersons suffered ‘
es, -for which capital pun
‘nearly all increased.’” .’
“Tuview ol these’

nent, siill: continues, for

, y might huve been” an
we appeal to any- candid man to;:sky, whother the objectic :
men will be emboldencd to commit crime, ‘and that the “axistence |[gurye
of society will be endungered, by-abolishing capital punishment|iyes
i3 well founded'! " '\We thiak there can bo but ene opinion.

LecTURE oN CREATION.—Itisa fict, not to be disputed,
that many good persons have considerable dislike to Natural Phi-
losophy. 'Lhey view j&g&discussions os frivolous and unworthy of
beings destined {or eternity. Tho faboars of the entomologist,
for instance, are regarded ae the veriest trifling—and the hours
employed in pursning butterflies, mid sccumulating and classi-
fying insects are considered as :lost'time,:and for which the
lover of nature .will have to. give u-fearful -account to his Ma-
ker and his Judge. By many such raligionists natural theelogy
is decried under the misapplied -titles of ** beggarly elements,”
«« yain philosophy and deceit,” *‘science fulsely so called,”” ete.
dtc. And most-plausibly it is endenvoured 1o ‘discredit natural
philosophy by pointing us-to the devotion of :the: unscientific pea-
sant who sees God in the clouds,and:héars:him in the wind, in
contrast ‘with the ‘infidelity of some philosophers who have been
profoundly acquainted with.dtoms," forces, carbon, oxygen, ete.,
and  yet who have ‘not" seen God in all this. * In'thiis*most absurd ||,
munner and with -sach"futile oebjectioas is igeorance patronized,
and knowledge reprobatéd. - 'Lhe meth and the ant, the spider and
the 8y—things which the infinite God did not consider too little,or
unworthy of the exercise of his creative power, ara forsooth much
too small for finte man to notice and exammine—men tnust not
stoop so low-! And because Paul condernned the atheistical Greek
and Oriental philosophy of bis day,we are 40 denounce modern
philosophy, although the latter is eminently subservient to the
interests of revealed religion! Or again, becnuse some phi-
lesophers have been infidels, therefors natural philosophy is to be
(entirely discarded; as if no unbelivers were to bo found nniongst the
unscientific classes ! Ilaving had to combat such prejudices limes
without number, we are always gratified when we find tenchers of
the christian religion engaged in the pursuits of nataral science.
‘The appearance of such an individual us « LRCTURER to'a Me-
chanics® Institute is a practical denia) of all the foolish ‘notions
bject of natural theology by muny persons in

Mr. Fowell Baxton stated the follow-

entertnined an the su
thé religious world: ‘ _ - - o
cture.on Crention by the Rev. Mr, Churchill has ii-duced
the aboye retnarks,  When we sty that itwas eloquent, well .ar-
rahged, ar_i’dﬁqbﬁln‘r,we ‘believe.we express the sentiments of near-
ly all who heardsit, The noti

ptabolished ||8"
it | )

S ALREADY BEEN,

mer philosophers

of the snimals
a8 Wi othéis) | “in -the solid body
the results of-Nouh’s delugs, ns the Bible. does..not: 1
this, we do-not-hesitate'a-mament to dishelieve it. !
also to ‘state that man goalogists of the present day-.ar
in Revelation, ‘and “that they.would shudder at thg id
their geological ‘views: were:‘opposed to“the pliin* tastinion
of the word of God:: ‘Bt although o multitude of geological
compel themn to assign an:indsfinitely long period.to the creatio
of the globe, they cherish.the belief that their theory: corroborate
the truth of revealed-religion. . Cuvier, Buckland, Seédgewit
Silliman and 'a host of -othérs, good . ns ‘well -us great men
beligved in thecammon opinion:of - the.moderu date.of:th
tion of our earth;: but :the incontrovertible evidence, of- phys
phenomena changed. their views.” Do ‘they ther E
the narrative. of ‘Moses?' Byno meane. . ‘Says-Dr.:/Buckland
trust it may be" shown, not ‘only that there' i
' retatidu of omena. of
of geolog

5

1C

terpretation of that document may be two ‘different things:
fact anything in -the shape of a distinct statement from; the lectu
rer, thut nearly nll modern geologists were the friends of Ravel

tion, whitever their views are of the sge of ' the world, would
have saved us ‘the ‘task df-penning this article, In other respec
we wers highly gratified with Mr. Churchill’s. animated lecture. .
Mz. P. Lyn~cH, JUNR. is to lecture next Wednesday even

ing on the ANTIENT ARTS. :

A most extensive conflagration was vigible at' Montreal on: thi
eveming of the 28th, -and from the direction-of the ames it
cenjectured to.be inthe villoge of Blairfindine; - where there
extensive-wooden barracks, -0 v T
" Sir John Colborne has aathori
teer brigades/in Montreal, with.
the ' réguln i

1

sed the:form

however,und: whichi:
uez, we must_beg ‘leave. 10 :
allude to the assumption that according to the acco
the creation of the' world took place but about six thousand years||
ago Again and aggin, it wus assumed that Moses had decided
that the earth was of very. recent origin. . And that many pious
persongdo thus tnferpret - the first chapter of Genesis-we know
well, but a fallible inierpretation should be carefully distinguish-
ed from the account itself. The various sects in Christendom
make a difference belween a seriptare fact, and hvman opinions
or comments on that fact; or, according to their differing interpre-
tations they would regard each other as anbelievers.
that our globe has existed many thansand years—und that the hu-
man race cannot have heen on this earth above a few thovsand
vears, and we think that this seientific theory instead of contradict-
ing the Mosaic account, strongly attests the truth of Secripture,
But it may be asked Does not Moses declare that **In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth” 2 1
But when was * the beginning?’’ Does Moses say it was but six
thoisand years age ? No such thinz. For:aught we are told, it
may have been millions of nges. Again,. we read that ** the earth
was without form and void.”’ - How long'had the earth remained
this shapeless mass of inorganic matter ?* The  Bible does not in-
form us.  TFor uaght we -can tell, it ‘may have been through the
long lapse of many ages. Or in the werds of "Dr.  Chalmers,
«* Does Moses ever say, - that thera was not an interval of nany
ages between the first act of creatinn. described in the:first verse
of the book of Genesis, und said to have been. performed at the
bheginning,and thase more detailed operations, the account of which
commences '8t the second verse, and which are described o us
ns havirig been performed in 8o many days ? Or, finally, does he
aver malke us 1n understand, that the geneanlogies of man went nny
farther than to fix the antiquity of the species, and, of cunsequenca,
that they left the antiguity of the globe a fres subject for the
Will it be said that suchan in-{
terpretation of the first ¢hapter of Genesis as we have given nbove
is making the langunge of the Bible biend to the views of Geolo-
gists ? Dut ages before the modern discoveries of Ge
known, many of the ancient futhers supposed the two first verses
ofGenesia to contain an accountof a distinct and prioract of creation.
And in rome old editions of the English Bible, where there is no
division into verses, you actunlly find abreak at:the end of what
isnow the second verse : dwd in Luther's Bible yon have in".ad-
dition the figure 1 placed against the third verse, as being the he-
ginning of theaccount of the creatinn on the first day.’ (See Buck-
land’s Geology Vol. 1. p. 29.) Or will it be dsserted that‘the above
view gives a wide and dangerous latilude of interpretation .to-the
student of the Bible. To this we reply, that it does:not give hi
as wide a-latitude of interpretation, (assuredly not wider,) than
he will be compelled to udopt in reconciling varions parts of the
nomical theory, aud which is now

differ-wiih th

We believe

Mast certainly.

speculations of philosophers ?°°

Seriptures with the modern astro
universally received. . R e S R AR ST
We are not unacquainted with the great antagonist work of mo-
dern geology hy:Mr. Granville Penn, (and.indéed all others on the

same side -of tlie guestion: are mere caricatures af the argument

sion of at Gibrdltar.) - o o7

A gentleman from Toledo, brings a'Te
Detroit was recently broken open, stands of armsrep
been taken by Gen, Brady, re-taken, and thatthe-ar
to the Brady Guaceds were stolen, R
P. 8; The Detsoit Morning Post of Saturday, containsa ¥
port that the guns belonging to the Brady Guards have been vo-
luntarily returned.---Buffalo Ster, Oct. 27. _ CotE
The Herald says that in pursvance of instructions from England,
Sir John Colborne has laxd before the Speciul Council a.bill-to
dispense with trial by jury at least for a time. Alro that he: hna
ordered the politicnl prisoners from Quebec to Montren! for: trint
by the court martinl ; and evlled upon Judges Panet and Bedard
for a written statement of the reasons on which they decided
against the legality of the ordinuuce suspending tire habeas.cor~

us. s . . . Lo

P It is reported that Col. Wetherall is to take the military on
mand in the Upper Province. - . =, i

. The Montreal Courier publishes an extract from a Jetté
at Kingston, in which it is said that the Pole,;Van-Shul
led the invaders nt Prescott, pretends that: h
from the government of the U. Stafes, as an officer:
tion 3 but that hia. papers fell into- ths hands of a:Mr.‘B..o
cott, an American; and .cannot now’he found. Wae:ven
sny that the government of the U. States never gave'l
such commission; and never heard of him before.. .=~
 The Montreal ‘Herald gives the following as 'n troe.copy¢
letter uddressed by Vun Shults to Col. Young, while the invade;
were yet in porsessivn of the windmill. - e
¢ To the commander of the Queen’s troops at_Prescott:
send you two of your wounded because I cannot attend to.thei
and give them the care fhey require. In requiltance I beg you™,
to treat my wounded with kindness.”’ ' o
“If on your honor you cnn nssure me {hat we are not received
by the people here ns liberators, it depends upon you :to put,
stop to further bloodshed. ' o
CoMMANWDER oF THE PATRIOT FORCES AT PRESCO
Some of the Upper Cunadu papers are vory indignant at- Co
nel Dundas, for not glorifying the militia and volunteers,;in’‘h

official account of the capture.

sucli punlshments, we freely tender'td them the use of 'our colum
sole;dosire is the ndvancement ol truth,  wherever it may be foun

A'most extensive flre acentred  at ‘Quebec, on Wednesdav:eve
28th. ult, hetween ten and cleven a’¢locK, which has left: houseless mor
a handred familios, and deprived manv of the irihabftants “of the sav}
theiriiubour and carafor:a great number of years., Oni-the-

was held at the Quelec Exchinga,when £200 we

for tho'relief of tlie destltute sufferera. - - -

. Additiona? collistons;
placs batweelt th '

compared with it)but afier having read




