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could nover roveal to lier tho dopths of a noble nature like Paulines.  She !
could sooner have soundod tho dopths of the Atlantic thau the grand deop
of that young girl’s noblo heart and soul ; they would always be dead lottors
to her—mystories sho could not solve. Ono morning tho impulse was
strong upon her to scok Pauline, to hold a friondly conversation with her as
to mourning ; but whon sho reached the door of the study her courage gave
way, and she turnod abruptly, feeling mathor than knowing why the dis-
cussion of dross und mere porsoual appearance must prove distasteful to
Miss Darroll.

Littlo by little Lady Darroli began to take her placs in the grand world ;
sho was too wise and wary to do it all at onco. The degrees were almost
too imporcoptiblo; ovon Lady Hampton, ono of the most fastidious of
critics, was ob iged to own to herself that hor nicco's conduct was highly
creditable.  The gradation’s in Lady Darroll’s spirits wero as carofully
rogulated as the gradations of color in her dress; with deop lavendor and
black ribbons she was mildly sorrowful, the lighter grow the lavender the
lightor grew her heart  On'tho first day she wore a silver brocade sho
laaghed outright, and tho sound of that laugh was tho knell of all
mourning.

Visitors began to arrive onco more at Darrell Gourt, but Lady Dorrell
oxercised great restraint over horself. Heor invitations wero at first confined
to matrons of mature age. * She did not feol equal to tho society of gon
tlomen yet.”

Thero wasa grand chorus of adi.iration for tho nice fooling Lady
Darrell displayed. Then clderly gontlemen—husbands of the matrons—
woro admitted ; and, aftor a timo, ¥ braw wooers bezan to appear at tho
hall,” and then Lady Darroll's reign begar in real earnest.

From thuse admiring matrons, onthusinstic gentlomen, ardent lovers, and
flattoring frionds Paulinoe stood aloof. How she despised the wholo of thom
wus to bo gathored only from her face; she mnever oxprossed it in words.
She did not associato with them, and they repaid her behaviour by the most
hearty dislike.

Tt was another proof of *“ dear Lady Darroil's sweot temper™ that sho
could livo in peaco with tais baughty, abrupt, willful girl. No one guessed
that the bland, amiable, suave, graceful mistress of Darrell Court stood in
awo of the giil who had beon disinherited to make way for her.

“ Pauline,” said Miss Flasting, one duy, ‘ I want you te accustom your-
gelf to tha idea of lesving Darrell Court ; for I do not think thore is any
doubt but that snoner or Iater Lady Darrell will marry again.”

“I oxpect it,” ehe returned. ¢ Poor Sir Qswald ! His home will go to
strangers, his name bo oxtinct, How litlle ne foresaw this when ho
nmarried | :

* Lot it take place when it may, tho Court can bo no homo for you then,”
continued Miss Hostings.

Paulino raised her hand with a warning gesture.

“ Do not say another word, Miss Hastings; I canuot listen. Just as
criminals wore fastened to the rack, bound to tho wheel, tied to the stako,
I am Louud here—avwaiting my rovenge 1"

*Oh, Pauline, if you would but forego such strange speech! This
longing for vengeanco is in your heart liko a deadly canker in a fair flower.
It will end badly.”

Tho beautiful face with its defiant light was turned toward her.

“ Do not attempt to dissuade me,” sho said. ¢ Your warning is useless,
and I do not like to grieve you. I acquainted Lady Darrell with my
detormination bofors she married my uncle for his money. She peraisted
in doing it. Let her tako tho consequences—bear the penalty. If she had
acted a truo womanly part—if she had refused him, as she ought to have
done—ho would have had timoe for refiection, he would not have disinhori-
ted me in his anger, and Darrell Court would have descended to 8 Darrell,
as it ought to have domne.” .

“If you could but forget tho past, Pauline ”

1 cannot—it is part of 1ay lifo now. I saw two lives before mo once -
the ono made noble, grand, and gracious by this inheritance, which I
should have known so well how to hold ; the other darkened by disappoint-
mont und shaddowed by rovenge. You haow how some mon wait for the
fair fruition of a fair hope—for tho uawn of success—Jor tho sunshine of
porfect prospority ; so0 do I wait fus my revenge. Weo Darrells never do
things by halves; we are not even modorate. My heart, my soul, my lifo
which might have boen, I grant, filled with high impulses—ara concontrated
on rovenge.”

Though the words sho spoke were so terrible, so bitter, thera was no
mean, vindictive, or malign oxprossion on that beautiful faco ; vather was it
bright with a strange light. Mistaken though tho idea might be, Pauline
cvidenily deemed herself one chosen to administer justice.

Miss Hastinga looked at hor.

d“l;’u(, Paulind,” sho eaid gravely, * who mnde you Lady Dirrell's
Judge

‘:;'Myaclf," the replicd. “ Miss Hastings, you often speak of justico;
lot 1o ask, was this mattor fairt My uncle was irritated ayninst me becauso
I would not marry a man I detested and Joathed ; in his anger ho formed
the project of marriage to punish me, Ho proposed to Elinor Rocheford,
and, without any lovo for him, she agreod to marry him, I wont to her,
and warned her not to como between mo and my rightful intcritance. 1
told her that if sho did I would bo rovenged. Sho laughed at my threat,
married my uncle, and 30 disinhorifed me. Nov, was it fair that I should
havo nothing, sho all—that 1 a Darrell, should seo tho hume of my raco go
to strangers? It is not just, and I mean tv tako justico into my hands.”

* But, Pauline,” oppesed Miss Hastings, *“if Tady Darrell had not
accopted Sir Oswald, somo ono elao would,”
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