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ty of the congregatilon, and congratz-
late the minieter on having peopleofet
uuch a liberai spirit to preach to.

Now what does a pre.eent meana? It
men a gift when no claimi can ibe muade
either lagally or rnorally on the donors.
But in congregatious wlicre, the salary et'
the ministr iat a beggariy lowv figure,
the people corne with a prescnt-a gift
for whicli the minister is expected ta be
*rateful, and in; generai to reinember it
in bis wYordg and atct&--when in reality
there was no prcsent at ail. 1t; is true
there 'Nas sonîcthing given, but it was
inot a present, for the «imple reagon that
the nfinister's income is too, small, and
thus his dlaims lipon his people increase
frorn year to year, and that wlîich wvas
cailed a prezent should in roality corne
as paymcint of the debt C people owe
-theïr iininister, by paying hini tSt small
a*ealary. Take what 1 'men into the
ordinary -concerne of regular business.
A na~u owes a bill of one r, lundred dol-
lars te bis rocer ; of this he pays eixty
dollars, tdthon cornes, and by way of
laying -bis grocer under obligation, and
bj' way.ef getting the rame of being

f enerous, lue offers a present of ten dol-
ar S. What would thie result be ?
Either thiat the indignant grocer would
$av: "lPay-yeur bili-first' and then wc
wi talk of pres@ents," or hoe would quiet-
ly credit the mmss in his books, without
the sliglitest feling of obligation on lii
p art; and suppos thse 1ainily Doctor's
bil for thse year:is one hundred dollars
-fifty dollars m%-, puîfd, and then a pre-
sent offered. J~ .don't think that thse
good physician wouid. foel himeh thse
recipîcrit of a generous donation ait ail.
Yet, strange to s4y, the miinister is cx-
pected to réegrateful and thîankful, and
obliged for precisoly thse saine tiîing.
Hie minone is smail, he doce flot re-
ceive one haif thse .anxual eurn hc oughîtte recive-not .one-half the suiis hf e
people couhd gi;ue if they chose, and
under sticb a state of matters the con-
gregation have -no right to, olfer gifts in
the forrn of presents. 1 do not say thxat
they shuould do nothing-far from it-
but what they (Io should go to thse inu-
crease of thse yearly sahary of the clcr-

,g),man till it .cowes to thse figureý at
wbich it ought to stand. For- exanupie,
if thse minieter's salary-is eight hundreci
dollars, whf le thougis it ought to be at

lenst two, t.housand, tiiere fa îiuor-aliva:
balance lue tihe ininistci' of twelvc Ju;in.
drcd dellars annually, and the luoe(le
hiave un riglit ta gi4o presemîtz till tliis
Just debt is first Vpuid off. It, tlierelure,
bccoînes a inatter of thie utîîîost. i)ladtî
cal iniportanve tsait the people ut' a%!
congregations shîould lay tiîis inatter to
heart, and net accordingly. W~itlî pre-
sents froua individuais 1 have aioth-
iîîg ta doa. An individual in a ton-
grcjçation is Ailly at liberty ta trent, the
iniînisterof thse congregation as hie woiild
any otherof his or hlier individuai friciîds;
it je different when deputations fri
the congregation Il wait" upon the loiin.
ister.e

Thse oljcct o? tlîis short article will be
conipletehy frustratcdi if it mercly luS
thse eti4et of eausing those who have beeîî
in thse habit of givîng prL',sent3 ta their
niinistcrs to, eceg doîng so ivithotit do-
ing anytliing cisc. Better by far te
give prescrits than te give nothîing,-
but bcttcr than boti-inerensce in a
rational way y-our minister's salaîry, and
if possible, by private endownient. place
his incoine bcýyond the exigency of trade,
depression and crop failures, ;o thiat ini
the tine of destitution and waîut thc
clergyman inay -be able to openi lus
hand to thse poor and needy. C

The Madagascar Mission.

The rernarkabie progress whieh the
gospel has made on this large Island bus
turned tIse eye of thse Christian World
towards it. Seidom are we privileged
to witness such wonderfui trinnîiplis or te
sec se fully verified the oft-rceaýtedl
adage, thse bhood o? thse martyrs is the
seed of the ChurcIs as we belîold in the
history of the good cause in Ma<lagascar.
Despite great obstacles, and amiiâ griev-
eus trial, the work has been carrieul on,
nnaking it maniffst to aIl that it hears
the snp of Divine approval. Froiîî
sîiail beginningla and under rather un-
favourable auspices it coinenceed, but
lias rcsuhted in great and glorious issue.
Prcuious to thec arrivai, of 1>rotcstant,
.Missionaries arnong tisis people. the inier-
course o? Europcans anong tlii pro-
duced anything, but-afavourabie iiiiprc.
sion. Their principal ohjeet ini visitiuig
them was the prosecution of thue slave
trade, and hience thîey wcre led to look


