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ty of the congregation, and congratu-
late the minister on having people of
such a liberal spirit to preach to.

Now what does a present mean? It
means a gift when no claim ean be made
either lsgally or morally on the donors,
But in congregations where the salary of
the minister is at a beggarly low figure,
the people come with a present—a gift
for which the minister is expected to be
grateful, and in:general to remember it
in his words and acts~when in reality
there was no present at all. 3t is true
therc was something given, but it was
not a present, for the simple reason that
the minister's income is too small, and
thus his claims upon his people increase
from year to year, and that which was
called a present should in reality come
as payment of the debt the people owe
their minister, by paying him too small
a-salary. Take what I*mean into the
ordinary - concerns of regular business.
IA man owes a bill o;‘ (;ne hlmndred dol-
ars to his er; of this he pays sixt
dollars, mﬁrfi::en comes, and ir)’y way g;'
laying his grocer under obligation, and
by way .ef getting the name of being

enerous, he offers a present of ten dol-
ars. What would the result be?
Either that the indignant grocer would
say: “ Pay your bill first; and then we
will talk of preeents,” or he would quiet-
1y credit the sum in his books, without
the slightest feeling of obligation on his

art ; and sup the family Doctor’s
gill for the yearis one hundred dollars
~—fifty dollars are paid, and then a pre-
sent offered. X «don’t think that the
good physician would feel himself the
recipient of a generous donation at all.
Yet, strange to .say, the minister is ex-
pected to be grateful and thankful, and
obliged for precisely the same thing.
His income 1s small, he does not re-
ceive one half the .anrual sum he ought
to receive—not .one-half the sum his
people could gixe if they chose, and
under such a state of matters the con-
gregation bave mo right to offer gifts in
the form of presents. I do not say that
they should do nothing—far from it—
but what they do sho:fd go to the in-
crease of the yearly salary of the cler-
gyman till it .comes to the figure at
which it ought to stand. For-example,
if the minister’s salary is eight hundred
dollars, while though it ought to be at
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least two_thousand, there is morally 4
balance due the minister of twelve hun
dred dollars annually, and the people
have no right to give presents ei’i this
Jjust debt is first paid off.  It, therefore,
becomes o matter of the utmost practi-
cal importance that the people of alf
congregations should lay this watter to
heart, and act accordingly.  With pre-
sents fromn individuals I have mnothe
ing to do. An individual in a con-
gregation is fully at liberty to treat the
minister of the congregation as he would
any other of his or her individual friends;
it is different when deputations from
the congregation * wait” upon the mip-
ister.

The object of this short article will be
completely frustrated if it merely has
the effeet of causing those who have been
in the habit of giving presents to their
ministers to cease doing so  without do-
ing anything else. Better by far to
give presents than to give nothing—
but better than both—increase in a
rational way your minister’s salary, and
if possible, by private endowment, place
hisincome beyond the exigency of trade,
depression and erop failures, so that in
the time of destitution and want the
clergyman wmay be able to open bis
hand to the poor and needy. C.
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The Madagascar Mission.

The remarkable progress which the
gospel has made on this large Island bas
turned the eye of the Christian World
towards it. Seldom are we privileged
to witness such wonderful triumphsorto
see so fully verified the oft-repeated
adage, the blood of the martyrs is the
sced of the Church as we behold in the
history of the good cause in Madagascar.
Despite great obstacles, and amid griev-
ous trial, the work has been earried on,
making it manifest to all that it bean
the stamp of Divine approval. From
small beginnings and under rather un-
favourable auspices it commenced, but
has resulted in great and glorious issuc.
Previous to the arrjval of Protestant
Missionaries among this people. the inter-
course of Europeans among them pro-
duced anything buta favourable impres
sion. Their principal ohject in visiting
them was the prosecution of the slve
trade, and hence they were led to look



