
~9O TEE IPRESBVTERIAN RECORD. NOVEMB1~R
tions are as clay ln the potter's baud, and
continue to be moulded and fashioned by
their religlous leaders.

THE FRENCH- 1NATIONAL SPIRIT.

The question of nationality also plays an
Important part. The Frencb-Canadians have
been taught for generations that their
natlonallty and their religion are inseparably
bound together. To lose th1e one is to lose
the other. To lose their nationality means
to lose their language, traditions, customs,
laws. With the French people, English and
Protestant are syn. nyrnous ; and although
loyal,.they are intensely attached to thieir
nationality. They look with suspicion at
anything which will disintegrate their na-
tlonality. And they are tauglit that Protes-
tantisrn is a disintegrating agent. The
priests are not slow to foster this national
prejudice. Hence the hold which they have
on their people.

IGNORANCE 0F THE MASSES.

Another very effectuai hindrance toi our
work is the dense ignorance -which prevails
amcng thec rural populations. Education
bas always been contro]led by the clergy of
thc R.C. church. And they have chosen for
the people a system of education which does
not educate. Oilidren -who have attended
school four or five years corne *out with a
fair knowlcdge of the Catcchisma and the
vchurcli prayers. But tb.eir intellect is intact.
It bas flot been toucbed by the breath of
knowledge. .It Is quite a feat in atter life
to be able to sign one's name. A few.years
ago a bill was introduced in the Provincial

ln the concrete. SplriL.uai worship Is well
nlgh nieanlngless to those who have been
taught by symbols, bcads, scapularles, cruel-
fixes. Hlence the objection «we often hear,
that our churches are nakcd. We have no
images, no crosses, no boly water, no in-
cense, no tapers. We have notblng to feed
the senses. The com1mon people are slow to
undcrstand and to practice a worship which
Is in spirit and ln truth.

Besides these general obstacles to the pro-
gress of the w ork, there are some special
ones, such as the boycott to which. our con-
verts are subjccted, social ostracism, the
lcss of their nclghbors' respect, of their rela-
tives' affection, persecution in varlous forms.
Ail these are sufficient to make a man thin<
twice before forsalting the multitude to cast
his lot with the desplscd few.

SOME RESULTS OF THE WORH.

Yet, in spite of these dîfficulties and many
others Jxnown to those engaged In this work,
the progress of our missions bas been con-
stant, the resuits encouraging, and the pre-
sont outlook is bopeful. Statistics migbt be
given to show that numurical progress of a
most encouraging nature bas been made. We
have to-day 93 mission stations, a Sabbatb
attendance of 2,415, 928 familles, 1,079 church
members, 990 pupj.!s in our Sabbath sohools.
In our Mission schools there Is an attendance
o! 809 pupils.

But these statlstlcs fail to give an idea of
actual results. They are far below the markz.
They have been gathercd trorn the mission-
aries o! our Board. But tiiere are many

Legisiature makingit. co..npulsory for School jfamilies and Individuals who are no longer
Trustees to be able to rcad. 1 arn not quite1 under the care o! -our missionaries. Thou-
sure if writing was also required. At auy
rate the bill was tbrown eut on the plea that
if it were allowed to pass, sorne municipaîl-
tics would be unable to secure sohool t-rus-
t.ees. Pcradvc'nture there would not be !ound
three mca la the municipallty who would
corne Up to the standard.

Because of. this illiteracy of the masses
our colporteurs do flot -sei as many copies
of the Soriptures as they would othcrwise
do. Tbey otten meet with people who would
read the Word, but cannot. And t-bis obsta-
cle stands flot only at the Initial stage o! our
contact with the people--it is found further
on. It is sornew.hat difficult, to coaycy spiri-
tual ideas t-o people Who heve always.dea±t

sands o! them have removed to the United
States. Hundreds o! then4 are scattcrcd
throughout the Dominion, in places where
we have no missionarles. There are few
English-speaklng churches in Montreal and
ln -the Province which have not worshipping
with tbem, and in active membership, sorne
French-Ca.nadian convcrts. They have gone
thither, drawn by the attraction of the larger
body, by farnlly tics;, by inter-marriages, ny
many causes which operate to the ioss of our
mission churches, but to the gain of the
church at large.

.Tt is a reasonable estimate which, places
at 25,000 tne number of Fxreuch converts
They arQ t-o 1?u1found L ail tlue walks of Etfc,
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