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Fond Mlother How istmy boy getting on at scicol?
Teacher. He is not a brîght boy a: books.
Fend Mother Does aie show any capacity?
Teacher Ytes, aie has -'ne talent unequalled in my school.
Fond Mother : hat is than?
Teacher- Ris nurielituç aibcrty ('r doin. notA ng
T laa boy ivas a typical lad. He was taie representative et

a large and gromiag canstituency- He had more constitu
ents than somte polîticians have when tlaey leave taie election
courts. Taie number of boys and girls who have a marvel-
tous capacity for daing nothing is painfully large. A few
elderly boys and seme elderly girls îoo also gave undoubted
evidence that they posscss this capaci:y ina a bigai degree.

Ira every school, public, private, higai, or separate, you find
pupils richly endowed wî:h taie capacity for doing nothing.

Among taie studenas a! every profession you flnd young
men endowed in taie same way.

There is an awful possibulity that even saine cf thie stu
dents in ladies' colleges may have a little capacity for doing
nothirag

Among taie hundreds of students attending aur uniîver-
sities it us said that a certain proportion can always be de-
pended on ta do noîliirg except spend their father's moraey-

N'ears ago when taie country was young, Ilraugai, raw and
demouati.-,* a very smial proportion even of divinaîy stu-
dents mn;èl.: somet'ames be found morkng bard a:t notaiang.
Of courbe ail that is a a-atter ai anLtent histoay 120w. Jo these
moderl. ..nd much better days et foll courses, aigh culture and
higaiet .rticism sucai a :hing as an adle studera: o! divanaty as
enfirely unknown. Thie fellows who indulged in doing notai
ing a:tlimes ail belonged ta taie aid fogy age wlien men like
Dr. Donald Fraser, Principal MaLvacar, Dr. McLaren, Dr.
Munro Gibson and Presîdent Pattera gal their education.

Some full-grown men have a marvelbous capacity for do-
ang noîhang. Taiey lave un year atter year and neyer do a
decent day à %work In a :weivemonth. Had we any anfluence
wtb Mr. Abbott we would urge taam to put a caiumn for
Ilidlers " in taie next cersus returns. T le siremier wauld have
a capital preceden: for a move et that kind. Solon requared taie
Cauncil of taie Areopagus ta arvestigate cvery man's means ot
living. Mr. Abaitt miglit net tLe ashamed ta follaw a prece-
dent se: by Solon. Solon was, according toi ait accounts, a
wise Premier, as wise, perhaps, as Mr. Abbolî ar even Mr.
Mawa t. If Salon had been favoured wiîh taie presence of a
Chapleau in biis Cabinet perhaps bis wisdom wnuld have
been more bz-erely tested, but let that pass.Selon requireti
tant ailtaihe men :-% ais realms waia had a marvellous capa-
city for doing notha.g sliould aie clasised. Perhaps public
opinion in tais erlightened age and country would scarcely
stand sucai aeroit treatment as Salon prescribed. Mis drastic
legisiation wab mell eneugai for taie primitive limes ira whicli
Homer wrote sprang poetry and Demosîhenes spoleebhs pacce
on taie Crown, buta:t would neyer do for Canada andth ae
Unted'S6tates in liis naneteentai century. Cbasîîsing a man
fer îdleness is ton violent an nterlerence wita taie liberty of
taie subject. Taie subject must aie allowed ta loaf in this
country and live on ais relations if aie pleases.

Draca punashed adleness wth deatia. Draco was an ex-
tremist. Has radacal measures weuld neyer do for Canada.
Ira facl if aie legslated an tais cauntry aie would have bard
work ta flnd a constituency. Notaing but boodie could elect
hiîm. He weutd need la promise bis censtiîuency a ralroad
andi a canal and a tunnel and a bridgu andi a postoffice and a
custom bouse andi an office of some kînd for every Ilworker."
Draco would soon clear a country oftIramps and laafers, but
bis measures were taoc extreme for tais country.

Various kinds ef people besides those who go absolutely
idie have a marvellous capacity for doing nothing. Critics as
a class rarely do anything but niaible a: taie work of others.
They do nothing oseful theinseives Taie whole brond of
faulî finders, higai and low, lay and <lerical, maie and female,
are generally as useless as they are dîsagrecable. Ail men
waio have no constructive abiiity, who cannol or will onot builti
anytaiing up. are as a rule more or less endowed wth thie
capaciîy et doing ncthing.

DPoinag notliing is doing wrong Idleness is a sin. Thaa
fiai aie old-fasioned doctrine, but il is found in taie Old Book

whicla even Dr Briggs solen'nilv declared taie other day is taie
only infaliUbi,. yue etfaitai and prartice

Taie Athenan enactrments refeiced ta sceerneatfuiiy
severe. Haw mucai severer are tlaey than taie New Testa-
ment law on taie same mater ? Paul commandedth ae Thessalo-
nians thaif~ anv man would not wark neitaier should aie cat.
If aie d:d eat ("r a few days aic woud end ',ast where Diaa
wcmu1d habe ezdei h-r Il noeteaSeems 'àj awn on taie randà
o! tee many people that Io do nothng sà ta do wrong.

Thae warst feaaure of the case remans ta aie tld. A mar-
vtllos capacity for doing authing gcnerally ends an niarvel-
1.ras ab:!:tî for long rr.sçhhef. Thie boy ar marn wlo ba.
nûtbung tû do but behave aimcstIf lis generaiîy taie anech:at
neves dees behave himself. Art &de man, even tbough a
Christian, needs a vast arnount of gracze ta Ieup bin straîgait.
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The following is a synopsis of the most important business
transacied by thie above .ommittec at its meeting in Ottawa
on October 28 and 29 iast.

The Canvener's financial statemerat showed that Si 16-17
more had been reccaved than at thie samne date iast year, thie
total amouint being $254-75. This encouragang advance is
chiefly due ta the lieartiness wîtb which Il Chidrcn's Day'
was observed. of the IlHarvest Home I responsave service
21,o00ca ptes were distributed. The Commîttee resolvcd ta
issue a strong appeal for funds. Unpaid bis were passed
atnounting ta $383.39, and t was estîmated that fully $400
more would be requircd. Thie Convener was instructed ta
ascertain whether the saine mcthod of raising moaicy ta
mee: current expenses before contnrbutions began ta came in,
ai, as foilowed an ather commîittees of the Churcb coutld bc
applied ta this anc.

If was resnlved ta request the editor ta publisai an acknow-
lpdgment af contributions botb an the Reord and in the chil.
dren's II!ustrated MWagazinze

The Committee recorded its satisfaction with the action of
the ather committees having charge of the Schemes of the
Church, whîch had, in comrpliance witb its invitation and the
instructions of the General Assembly, prepared responsive
services for use ina the Sabbath school, but found itself uflable
ta undertake the publication and distribution of them. It
bopes that thie cnmmnittecs concerned will lay the inform.ation
relating tu their work in an interesting and attractivt. grnibe -
fore Sabbath school scholars.

Ina response ta a reques:t ramn the Toronta Presbyterian
Sabbath Stboel Teachers' Union tbraugh Rev. 1. McP.
Scott, the Convenet was autborized tua âiulate any informa-
tion regarding views of missaon so-hemes which the Union
might wish ta bring before Sabbath school scholars, and
otherwise ta tuither Ibcit wshes in regard ta thie matter as fair
as practicable.

Thie Convener laad on the table a statement regarding thie
Home Study Leaflet, showang that a: had met waîh a very

eCouraging receptaon and that there was every pruspect et
ais beccoming selI-sustaining by the end of thie irst year. A
o-apyrigb: as applied fur. A <ommttee was appoanted ta
trame thie 1ue5t&onb fur a: darang the tomaing year, the Con-
'oener tc, exercise edtorial oversigait.

The syllabus for îô92 was gully considercd and somte pro.
posed modifcations were remaîted ta thie consideration of a
large sub-committee. Thie foaowng are thie subjects af ex.
amanation for next year, savang any change ina the Bablacal
department tha:t may aie made by the sub-commrtee just men-
tioned ;

ExANIINATION SYLL.ABUS, 1892.

DFP,%RTIFNI« 1 -BIBLICAL

.7urnor and Intermeda.-The International Sabbath
School Lcssons for j892.

Senor.-The same as for junaar, but wth somewhat
more diffhculî questions. Aisa addiaaonal papers on "The
Lite oathte Aposîle Peter," by Protessor Sainriond, D.D.

flFP9LRTMFINr Il DOCTRINAL.

-yurnor and Interinedae.-" The Shorter Catechismn," by
Professer Salmond, D.D. F-art 1. <Questions 1-38

Senior.-" Thie Sharter Catechism," by Alexander Whyte,
D.D. (Pp. i-.100)

1PPRTNIfEJT HI -HirrnpicAL-
7znrandf.uec~. "Thie H46tuuv ut êLIC Retor-

atration," by Piotessor Witherow, D.D.
Senior.-" The Reformation," lyPrufe5sor Lindsay, D. D.
Ab thie prame£ an " Stuttibh Chuaig Hibtory lias not

yet been publashed thie period at the Reformation as conîanued
for another year.

DEPARTMENT IV.-ESSAYS.
T/tere for ail Grades.-"The Lire and liritings cf the

Apostie Peter."
REGULATIONS

j. Eataminations wili bc heid a: as imany places an cacai
Presbytery as the convenaence et candidates may reqoîre ; an
every Sabbath scbool if desired. Presadang examiners wall be
appointed ta make necessary local arrangements and superan-
tend the examinatian.

2. Examinataons will aie held samultaneously an taie day
and at taie iour named for cacai paper.

3. Question papers will be sent ta any ranaster, Sabbaîh
scbool superinlendent, teacher or other responsible persan
who shail apply ta îthe Canvener for tbem before january r.
1i92. ln the requasauion thie candidates must bie ciassified
accordang ta thie grades Junior, Intermediate or Senior) of
the departnments an whach they wshed ta abe examined. (Sec
Regulation 5.) If as ne: necessary ta send naines as thie
coupon re:urnesi alter taie examination will conan ail the
particulars requared fore nrolmen. Thie applîcant will be
belcl responsable for thie prapertabservance of ail regulations,
and must eatber, at net a candidate, act as presidîng exami-
ner, or sugge.s:tbe name ot sorte trustwortby persan, whose
t.unsent bas been obtained, for appointmen:ta Ilihat diuty.
Question papers cannot bcie ssuec tai any candidates whose
nacres du o nt rcah tme Lonvtner betoxe j aniiary a1. as atter
tha: date parceis wall be made up for presidang examaners.

.NavibinftR 5th, tOgs.

4-. Candidates may enter an any of the prescribed de-
pa2tmcuts, but are recônmmeaided tu lianiit themîscîves te one,
or a: most twa. When the saine werk is prescribed for sute-
cessive, or subsequent, years, as in the Doctrinal and Hîs-
torîcal departiments, no secacd daploma, prize or mcdal wilI
bce given for it tu any one, nor wall a medalist bieclîgibie for
a prize. Succesaful candidates ot a previeus year are riot
excluded tram enterîng, but f the work is the saine as %bat
on which they were formneriy examîined, tlaey must take a
bigher standing, i.e., a former dîpiomast muri: abtain at
least seventy-fivc per cent. on the second occasion, and a
prîze-winner a:, least nînety per cent. in order ta receave
recognition.

S. Candidates belween %en and fifleen years ai age will
rank as junior ; those aged fiteen and under twenty as Inter
mediate, and thase twenty vears af age and aIder, as Senior
Ages ta bc reckoned as on january Io, i1892.

6. Candidates obtaîning ninety per cent. of thie full marks
ina any depariment wilaie entitled Ia a silver medal: those
ebîaining seventy.flve per cent., biat less than nîraety per
cent., wiil be enîitled to a book prize ; and ail candidates
wbaolihtain filty per cent. will bc entitled ta a dipiomna.

7. Taie value at each paper miii be 2oo, and twa hours miii
bc allowed for mritirag the answcrs.

8. One question paper for the whole Church miii be set on
eacb subject, and copies forwarded, under sealed covers, ta

taie prcsîding examiners. The cavera shail net abe removed
until the candidates are assembled, and taie written answers
shaîl b,. cavered nnd sealed for transmissaon ta the Conve.
ner of taie Assembly's Commiittee before thie candidates leave
ihe place of examination. Taie packages must abe posted
thercafler witbout deiay.

The foregoing regulataons do ne: apply ta essayasîs.
9. Essays must be fotwarded ta taie m..nvener mot later

than January 3o, j892a. Each essay muis: bear a motta
wri:ten ai taie top et the fors: pagei and taie wrters nam'mt
Must on ne account appear. It must be wraten on loolscap
papet, and thie sheets must. bc securely lastened together.
Each essay must abe the composihion and an the liandivrating
ei thie candidate. A list of books consulted an the prepara.
tion of the essay must be given at the oeginnang of the marn-
script, and quetations must be careluiay marked. Thie wri-
ter's namn,, address, congregatian, age on january .3o, î8q2,
and metto, maust abc wrtten upon a slip ot paper andi encloseti
wth taie essay ta the Rev. T. F. Fo:aierangham, M.A., 107
Hazen Stredt, St. John, N.B. Medais, prîtes and dipiomnas
will be given ta essayasts as an thie examanaîaens.

No essay an the Juniaor or Intermediate classes shail ex-
cecd 5,ûc werds, nor irataie Senior bo,o words in lengtb.

INSTRUCTIONS TO EXAMINERS 0F EssA VS.

(Publishea'fir thte information a/ Ca ndidaies.j

i. The ie ritraîsi..-haessay la abc estîmateti more by the
excellence tifaits malter tha,. ius lterary formn.

2. A fixe 1 round number, say 2oo, ta abe taken by allaie
judges as re Dresenting taie " full marks" due ta, an essay ira
aIl respectst ucai as might aie expected fram a yourag person ot
taie maximumn prescribed age.

1 OCf taiese marks a certain definite proportion, say three
fourtbs, ta be given on taie ground cf (A) excellence of smib-
stance, and taie remnainder for (n) excellence af! (ami. Taie
marks may bie apportioned as follows-

A. I For fulness o! historical researchi combined witli ac
curacy of historical statement, a maximum of sevcnly-five.

Il. For ap:ness, sagac.aty, oraginalaîy of investigationa,
illustration, comment or deductaon-seventy.flve.

B. 111. For excellence of style, as regards choîce of ap.
propriate words and grammar, vagour, rhiythim ef sentence-
twcnty-five.

IV. For symmetry and proportion of taie composition as
a whaie, indîcatang sorte feeling for literary form-îwenty-flve.

Comnîittees were appointed Ia set taie papers ira each de-
parîment, and taie examiners were, witli a few necessary
changes, re-appointed.

The çammttre was much pleased ta hear a letter ftrm
Dr Buchanan, of 'Ujjain, wliich indicated the passibility ot
extending taie scaieme of Hagaier Religious Instruction ta aut
mission schools in India The ('ontemer was given ful
power ta carry cnt any arrangements taiat mnigait be practi
cable.

Taie Convener brough: before taie Committee taie subject
cf a course cf instruction for Sabbatai scaieni teacai,,rs, anad
laid an taie table taie eitails of taie ssten. et teacher train-
ing, followed so succtssfially by thie London SabasiaSch ool
Union. Taie natter was rerntted t a a mali cummautc ta con-
sider and report a:taihe April meeting.

Taie question af taie organiatalon of a Presbyteraan Young
People's Guild wvas tully discussed. It was unanimousîy
agreed thctt action an this diae.:ian uuld ne: longer be az~-
iayed, but taie majaaaty preferred tha: anclviduat members
should nsttule the movement by means cf overtures an thear
respective Presbyteries, belaevang Ihat wn Ibis way the matter
would bie mare effectively handled than if it came firs: before
taie Assembly tairougai a rccommendatian ufthtae Commîttee.

Taie Convener was auîaiorized Ia procure sucli assistante
an office wotk as cmrmituoc reqtîîred, thie exptnse mottIo ex-
ceed ic10. T. k. FOTHERINGHAM, ConVetter.


