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Our Contreibutors.
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CONCERNING AN UANDESIRABLE CALACITY.

bY KNOXONIAN,

Fond Mother How is my boy getting on at school ?

Teacher . He is not a bright boy at books.

Fond Mother - Does he show any capacity?

Teacher Yes, he has ~ne talent unequalled in my school.

Fond Mother : What is that ?

Teacher: His marvelloue capacity for deing sothing

That boy was a typical lad. He was the representative of
a large and growing constituency. He had more constitu
ents than some politicians have when they leave the election
courts. The number of boys and girls who have a marvel-
lous capacity for doing nothing is painfully large. A few
elderly boys and some elderly girls too also give undoubted
evidence that they possess this capacity in a high degree.

In every school, public, private, high, or separate, you find
pupils richly endowed with the capacity for doing nothing,

Among the students of every profession you find young
men endowed in the same way.

There is an awful possibility that even some of the stu:
dents in ladies’ colleges may have a little capacity for doing
nothing

Among the hundreds of students attending our univer-
sities it is said that a certain proportion can always be de-
pended on to do nothing except spend their father’s money.

Years ago when the country was young, * rough, raw and
demouratic,” a very small proportion even of diviaity stu.
dsnts might sometimes be found workeng bard at nothing.
Of course all that is a matter of anuient history now. In these
moder. .nd muach better days of full courses, high culture and
higher riticism such a thing as an «dle student of divinity is
entirely unknown. The fellows who indulged in doing noth
ing at times all belonged to the old fogy age when men like
Dr. Donald Fraser, Principal MacVicar, Dr. McLaren, Dr,
Munro Gibson and President Patton got their edacation.

Some full-grown men have a marvelious capacty for do-
ing nothing. They live on year after year and never do a
decent day s work n a tweivemonth, Had we any influence
with Mr. Abbott we would urge him to put a column for
“idlers " in the next census returns, Tue remier would have
a capital precedent for a move of that kind. Solon required the
Council of the Areopagus to investigate every man's means of
living. Mr. Abbott might not be ashamed to follow a prece-
dent set by Solon. Solen was, according to all accounts, &
wise Premier, as wise, perhaps, as Mr. Abbott or even Mr.
Mow:t, If Solon had been favoured with the presence of a
Chapleau in his Cabinet perhaps his wisdom would have
been more ssverely tested, but let that pass. Solon required
that all the men :n his realms who had a marvellous capa-
city for doing nothag should be chastised. Perhaps public
opinion in this eclightened age and country would scarcely
stand such heroir treatment as Solon prescribed. His drastic
legislation was well enough for the primitive times in which
Homer wrote spring poetry and Demosthenes spoke his piece
on the Crown, but it would never do for Canada and the
United’ States in this mineteenth century. Chastising a man
for 1dieness 1s too violent an interference with the hberty of
the subject. The subject must be allowed to loaf in this
country and live on his relations if he pleases.

Draco punished idleness with death, Draco was an ex-
tremist. His radical measures would never do for Canada.
In fact of he legislated in this country he would have hard
work to find a constituency. Nothing but boodle could elect
him. He wounld need to promise his constituency a railroad
and a canal and a tunnel and a brnidgu and a postoffice and a
custom house and an office of some kind for every * worker.”
Draco would soon clear a country of tramps and loafers, but
his measures were too extreme for this country.

Various kinds of people besides those who go absolutely
idle have a marvellous capacity for doing nothing. Critics as
2 class rarely do anything but nibble at the work of others.
They do nothing uvseful themselves The whole brond of
fault finders, bigh and low, lay and clerical, male and female,
are generally as useless as they are disagreeable. All men
who have no constructive ability, who cannot or will not build
anything up, are as a rule more or less endowed with the
capacity of doing nothing,

Doing nothing is doing wrong  ldleness is a sin. That
flay be old-fashioned doctrine, but itis found in the Old Book
which even Dr Briggs solemnly declared the other day is the
only infallible rule of faith and practice

The Athenian enactments referced to seem feacfuily
severe. How much severer are they than the New Testa-
ment law on the same matter ? Paul commanded the Thessalo-
nians that if any man would not work neither should he eat.
If he did eat for a few days he wou'd end jast where Diaco
wculd have eaded bim It never seems to dJawn on the nunds
of loo many people that to do nothing is to do wrong,.

The worst feature of the case remains to be told, A mar-
vellous capacity for doing nothing generally ends in marvel-
lcas abulity for doing mischief. The boy or man who has
nothing to do but behave himself is generaily the one that
never Joes behave himself. An «die man, even though a
Christian, needs a vast amount of grace to keep him straight.

THE CANADA PRESBRYTERIAN

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 5 SABBATH SLHUOL
COMMITTEE,

The following 1s a synopsis of the most important business
transacted by the above Committee at its meeting 1n Ottawa
on October 28 and 29 last.

The Zonvener’s financial statement showed that $116.17
more had been received than at the same date last year, the
total amount being $254.75. This encouraging advance 1s
chiefly due to the heartiness with which ** Children’s Day "
was observed. Of the * Harvest Home " responsive service
21,000 copies were distnibuted. The Committee resolved to
issue a strong appeal for funds. Unpaid bills were passed
amounting to $388.39, and 1t was estimated that fully $400
more would be required. The Convener was instructed to
ascertain whether the same method of raising money to
meet current exgenses before contnbutions began to come in,
as s followed 1n other commitiees of the Church could be
applied to this one.

It was resolved to request the editor to publist: an acknow.
ledgment of contributicns both in the Record and in the chil-
dren’s Zllustrated Magazine

The Committee recorded its satisfaction with the action of
the other committees having charge of the Schemes of the
Church, which had, in compliance with its invitation and the
instructions of the General Assembly, prepared responsive
services for use in the Sabbath school, but found itself uaable
to undertake the publication and distribution of them. It
bopes that the committecs concerned will lay the inforn.ation
relating tu their work in an interestiag and attractive «orm be-
fore Sabbath school scholars.

In response to a request from the Toronto Presbyterian
Sabbath School Teachers' Union through Rev. J. McP.
Scott, the Convener was authorized to wirculate any informa.
tion reparding views of mission schemes which the Union
might wish 1o bring before Sabbath school scholars, and
otherwise to further heur wishes in regard to the matier as far
as practicable.

The Convener laid on the table a statement regarding the
* Home Study Leaflet, showing that it had met with a very
encouraging reception and that there was every pruspect of
its becoming self-sustaining by the end of the firstyear. A
«opyright s apphied for. A committee was appointed to
frame the questions fur it danng the coming year, the Con-
vener to exercise editonial oversight.

The syllubus for 1892 was fully considered and some pro-
posed modificanons were remutted to the consideration of a
large sub-commuttee. The following are the subjects of ex-
amunation for next year, saving any change in the Bibhcal
department that may be made by the sub.committee just men-
tioned :—

EXAMINATION SYLLABUS, 1892.

DFPARTMENT 1 —BIBLICAL.

Funior and Intermediate.—The International Sabbath
School Lessons for 18y2.

Sensor —The same as for Jumior, but with somewhat
more difficult questions. Also adduional papers on *The
Life of the Apostle Peter,” by Professor Salmond, D.D.

DEPARTMENT 11 DOCTKINAL.

Juntor and Intermediate~—** The Shorter Catechism,” by
Professor Salmond, D.D. Fart 1. (Questions 1-38 )

Sensor.—* The Shorter Catechism,” by Alexander Whyte,
D.D. (Pp. 1-100)

DPEPARTMENT HI - HISTORICAL

FJunicr and Intermediat.. ¥ The Histoty of we KRefor-
mation,” by Professor Witherow, D.D.

Senior.—** The Reformation,” tyProfessor Lindsay, D.D.

As the pumer on “ Scuttish Chuich History  bas not
yet been published the period of the Reformation 1s continued
for another year.

DEPARTMENT 1V.—ESSAVYS.

Theme for all Grades.—*The Lile and Writings of the

Apostle Peter.”
REGULATIONS

1. Examinations will be heid at as many places 1n each
Presbytery as the convenience of candidates may require ;
every Sabbath school if desired.  Presiding examiners will be
appointed to make necessary local arrangements and superin-
tend the examination.

2. Examinations will be held simultaneously on the day
and at the hour named for each paper. .

3. Question papers will be sent to any minisier, Sabbath
school superintendent, teacher or other responsible person
who shalt apply to the Convener for them before January 1,
18y2. In the requisition the candidates must be classified
according to the grades (Junior, Intermediate or Senior) of
the departments in which they wished to be examiuned. (See
Regulation 5.) It 1is not necessary to send names as the
coupon returned afier the examination wiil contain all the
patuculars required for enroiment. The applicant will be
beld responsible for the proper’observance of all regulations,
and must either, if not a2 candidate, act as presiding exami-
ner, or suggest the name of some trustworthy person, whose
consent has been obtaned, for appointment to that duty.
Jusstion papers cannot be 1ssued t0 any candidates whose
names do not reach the Convener before januvary 13, as after
that date parcels will be made up for presiding examiners,

Novmarr asth, 1891,

4 Candidates may enter 10 any of the prescribed de.-
partmcats, but are recommended to limit themselves to one,
or at most two, \When the same work is prescribed for suc-
cessive, or subsequent, years, as in the Doctninal and His.
torical departments, no secord diploma, prize or medal will
be given for it to any one, nor will a medallist be chgible for
a prize. Successful candidates of a previous year are not
excluded from entenng, butif the work 1s the same as that
on which they were formerly examined, they must take a
higher standing, 4e, a former diplomist must obtawn at
least seventy-five per cent. on the second occasion, and a
prize-winner at least ninety per cent. in order to receive
recognition.

5. Candidaies between ten and fiReen years of age will
rank as Junior ; those aged fifteen and under twenty as inter
mediate, and those twenty vears of age and older, as Semior
Ages to bereckoned as on January 30, 1892.

6. Candidates obtaining ninety per cent. of the full marks
in any department will be entitled to a silver medal : those
obtaining seventy-five per cent, but less than ninety per
cent,, will be entitled to a book prize; and all candidates
who ohtain filty per cent. will be entitled to a diploma.

7. The value of each paper will be 200, and two hours will
be allowed for writing the answers.

8. One question paper for the whole Church will be seton
each subject, and copies forwarded, under sealed covers, to
the presiding examiners. The covers shall not be removed
until the candidates are assembled, and the written answers
shall be covered and sealed for transmission to the Conve-
ner of the Assembly’s Comumittee before the candidates leave
the place of examination. The packages must be posted
thereafter without delay.

The foregoing regulations do not apply to essayists.

9. Essays must be forwarded 1o the Convener not later
than Jawuary jo, 18y2. Each essay must bear a motto
written at the top of the fitst page; and the wrter's name
must oo no account appear. It must be written on {ooiscap
paper, and the sheets must be securely fastened togetner.
Each essay must be the composition and in the handwntng
of the candidate. A list of books consulted in the prepara.
tion of the essay must be given at the begioniog of the manu-
script, and quotations must be caretully marked. The wn-
ter's namse, addiess, congregation, age on January 30, 1392,
and motto, must be wnitien upon a ship of paper and enciosed
with the essay to the Rev. T. F. Fotheningham, M.A., 107
Hazen Streét, St. John, N.B. Medals, prizes and diplomas
will be given to essayists as in the examinations.

No essay in the Junior or Intermediate classes shall ex-
ceed 5,u00 words, nor in the Senior 10,000 words 1n length.

INSTRUCTIONS TO EXAMINERS OF EssAvs.
( Published for the snformation of Candidates.

1. The raerits ot . -h essay to be estimated more by the
excellence uf its matter thaw 1its literary form.

2. A fixe 1 round number, say 200, to be taken by all the
Judges as reoresenting the “ full marks” due to an essay in
all respects : uch as might be expected from a young person of
the maximu:n prescribed age.

3 Of these marks a certain definite proportion, say three
fourtbs, to be given on the ground of (A} excellence of sub-
stance, and the remainder for (B) excelleace of form. The
marks may be apportioned as follows ;—

A. 1 For fulness of bistorical research combined with ac
curacy of historical statement, a maximum of seventy-five.

I1. For aptoess, sagauty, ongmnality of vestigation,
illustration, comment or deduction—seventy-five,

B. I11. For excellence of style, as regards choice of ap-
propriate words and grammar, vigour, rhythm of sentence—
twenty-five.

IV. For symmetry and proportion of the composition as
a whole, indicating some feeling for literary form—twenty-five.

Committees were appointed to set the papers in each de-
partment, and the examiners were, with a few necessary
changes, re-appointed.

The committee was much pleased to hear a letter from
Dr Buchanan, of Ujjain, which indicated the possibility of
extending the scheme of Higher Religious lastruction to our
mission schools in India The Convener was given full
pewer to carry out any arrangements that might be practi
cable,

The Convener brought before the Committee the sabject
of a course of instruction for Sabbath school teachars, and
laid on the table the (atails of the s,stem of teacher tramn-
ing, followed so successfully by the London Sabbath School
Union. The matter was remitted to a small commuuee to con-
sider and report at the April meeting.

The question of the organization of a Presbyterian Young
People’s Guild was fully discussed. It was unamimously
agreed that action in this duection could ot ionger be ae-
iayed, but the majouty pretferred that cdividuat members
should iastitute the movement by means of overtures in their
respective Presbyterics, believing that :n this way the matter
would be more effectively handled than if it came first before
the Assémbly through a recommendation of the Commuttee.

The Convener was authonzed to procure such assistance
1 atfice work as mught oe requited, the expense not to ex-
ceed $roo. T. I'. FOTHERINGHAM, Convener.



