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')f the power and depth of zneanîng in social relati uas als,
George Eliot neyer aLllOWS us to lose sight. She teaches lion-
esty and veracity in ail things, la.ying particular stress upon
what she calls "the simplest Ia-, that lies at the foundation of
trust, ivhich bînds man to rnaii-faitlifuless to the spoken
Word."3 Witlî reinarkable force shie sets forth the duty of regard-
ing the good of others. La the history of Gwendolen Harlethi,
aind the sad experience of ageTulvî slue portrays tiie sini
and consequent inisery of inakiîigc one's gain out of anothur'.-
loss. Polonjus said to Loertes, - This, above ail], to thine own self
be true." George Eliot, speitking froin a larger, nobler heurt.
says to ecd of us, " Not to self ailone, but to thy nieiglirbor, lie
thou true."

In carrying out this idea, she eînplîasizes the power of "' thie
blessed influence of one true, loving, huinan soul upon another;"
teaching the brotherlîood of mani and the duty of helping one
ariother. This doctrine she exemplifies in the lives of 3Mr. Trynaii,
Daniel Deronda and Savonaroki. Each one of these brings new
lîfe to some weak one, through the force of lus own stroucg
nature; M!r. Tryan, showing the way of deliverance to poor, Silà-
burdened Janiet Denipster; Deronda, respondingr to the piteous
appeals of Gwendolen, for sonse power strong enougli to lift lier
beyond herseif ; the Florentine reformer, coming with his burii-
ing mnessaiges of consolation and direction to Romola, in the
emptiness and despair of her disappointed wiféehood. In ail she
exhibits distinctly and forcibly the duty o? the strong towards
the weak, aîîd the ties that bind together ail lînînan souls ini au.
close, indissoluble relation.

Prorninent in ail George Eliot's writings is lierreoitn
of the suprerne nature of thc muner hife, the terrible reality andi
earnestness o? existence. And so, ait tlie fouindation of ail she
lias written, is tIc soul's need of that whidhi shall pr-ove to hu
the highe-st good-the satisfying portion. Iu no one of the
noble characters slIc has given us do we find a mind content witla
wlîat is petty and superficial. Everywhere is rcognized thie
heart's cravinig for the best, the highcst, and iii tIc striving of
one and another for tIe attaininent of this gockd that satisfles-,
centres thc interest of this author's niovels. To ecd the struggle
cornes in a. different forin; in ail the aspiration is the sane.


