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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tur loading national topic of ths month has
been that of clozer Imperial connection ; promin.
ence having been given to it by the continu-
ous discussion of the Fast Atlantic Steamship
project, the Tariff Commission, and the addross-
os made by prominent men, both at the United
Empire League luncheon in London and the
National Club banquot in Toronto. A. few years
ago when the Imperial Frederation League was
established in the United Kingdon and colonies,
the organizetion was laughed at, its purpose pro-
nounced chimerical, its members fuddists and
sentimentalists, by the democratic element among
us.
To-day the views it embodied are discuss.
od, not only as practical but as a near and
magnificent possibility. It matters little uuder
what especial namé the work 18 carried on;
United Empire Trade League, Colonial Chambers
of Commerce, National Clubs, —these embody each
in their constitution the great principle of Imper.
ial Unity—the finest national conception of the cen-
tury, and second only to thiat larger one of inter-
national arbitration. The Imperial! Frederation
League may have been a body of flag-flying
visionists, but its vision has broadened Imper
inl politics into a splendid probability ;—and
statesmen are made of just such drenmers.

Tur Czav is showing himself to be a monarch of
character~—and one capable of independent action.
Tt is stated that every day he receives reports
directly from the foreign and other departinents,
and dictates the replies thereto without consulting
anyoune, except subordinate oflicials to whom
he listens, but whose opinions he does not
ask.

The fact that his executive officers nre
aghast at this inunovation, proves that & duly
enlightened ab3olute monarch is not supposed to
rule his monarchy absolutely, but relatively, and
with due regard to the opinions and habits of
the said high officials. Tho Sultan only is ex-
empt from this, or any othersupposition. There
appears to be little doubt however, that since the
Czar's visit to Balmoral, diplomatic movement
concerning Turkoy has been under way ; and that
in near action wo shall again see the rosult of the
direct personal influence of our grand old Queen;
who, while regarding tho restraints of diplo-
matic observance, yet throughout her long reign
has ever brought that influence to bear at all
critical moments in the history of the nations.

Trat Mr. Bayard's letter of regret to the
American Society explaining his absence from
their Thanksgiving dinner in London, has been
the cause of considerable comment in court
circles is not a matter of wonder. He wrote:

It is a groat disappointment to mo that this
royal summons to Windsor should doprive me of the
plozsure I had so confidently anticipated of mecting
our follow countrymon of tho American Socicty in
London at thoir anuual Thanksgiving dinner. The
disappointment is unavoidablo, aund I must bow to
tho 1noxorable laws of ctiquette in this line, which
ara paramount in such matters,

The Amorican ambassador’s popularity and
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well-.known courtesy in London socinl and diplo-
matice circles provents invidious inferences being
drawn, but the apology is at least not happily
expressed, and may be classed among thoso
innwnerable Things Bettor Left Unsaid.

Tug caso of the Beattie Bros., is a prompt
refutation of the favorite assertion of the
anti-British connectionist in Canada: that
Great Britain has no regurd for her colonial
subjects. .

On or about November twenty-fifth a tele-
aram came to the Premier of British Columbia
from a merchant in Vancouver, that his brothers-
inlaw, the Mossrs. Beattie, residents of that pro-
vince, but at present sojourning *in Havana,
Cuba, had been arrested by the Spanish, and
sentenced to death for being in somo way con.
nected with the rebellion, and asking that the
Government should take immediate action.

Premier Turner immediately telegraphed
to the Consular Agent-General in london and
Lieut-Governor Dewdney cabled to the Secretary
of State asking each to look into the case. TIm-
mediate replies were received from both these
gentlemen, and indeed within eighteen hours
after the despatches wero sent, a cable message
was roceived by Premier Turner stating that the
desired steps had beon taken, and the Foroign
Oflice would insure the safety of Messrs. Beattie,
as well as all other British residents in Cuba.
The latest report states that Yord Salisbury’s
strong representations to the Spanish Government
upon the subject, has caused their rolease. The
teath is that Great Britain takes quicker action
~here the interests or safety of her coloninl subjects
are involved than concerning those residentin the
United Kingdom.

Tug circulation and profits of that great daily,
the London Times has always been kept a secret.
Bet through a recent law suit instituted by a man
who bought one share in the 7'imrs, some knowledge
of its profit was disclosed. The man's share was
described as 1-14th of 2-3d’s of 1-9th of 2-16ths of
the Z'imes, which figures out as 1-1512th of the
property. This share, it was affirmed, yielded
nearly £24 in 1892, but in 189¢ only £17
18s. 11d. A little multiplication shows that the
profits of tho Times was about $180,000 in 1892,
and $130,000 in 1394.

Now that the struggle in Cuba is attracting the
attention of the Western world, it 14 of interest to
know somothing of the condition and capabilities
of the island. Cuba is about six times tho longth
of our own Prince Edward Island, and more than
twice its width. It has 2,000 miles of sea coast,
and many fine harbors. Tho population numbers
a trifle over one and a half million, of whom one
million are whites. At present but a simall part of
the island is under cultivation, since for years the
Spaniards have treated Cubn as England treated
Nawfoundland in tho 18th century, systematically
discouraging permanent residence. An instance
of such preventative measures now in force iy, that
no foreignera shall live in Cuba more than three
months without declaring themselves Roman
Catholics.
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INrorMATION recoived in a private letter from
a missionary in China who recently passed through
Tion Sing, and made a call on Li Hung Chang,
states that the venerable Viceroy was found in his
house, in a contented condition of native dirt, with
nive bath tubs, which he brought from England
hanging upon the walls of the room in which he
sab, in licu of pictures. He points them out as
souvonirs of his travel, and momentoes of oneo
of the odd customs of heathendom.

OxE of the most important women movements
of 1896, was the convention of Jewish women,
held in New York during November, This coun-
cil is thu only one of its kind ; and the convention
was the first that has been held. Tho council
originated, as did many other good movements,
in the Congress of Religions at Chicago, where a
lady, who is now president of the council, spoke
in favor of a larger activity among Jewish
women in religious aflairs, as the rurest method
of combating the scepticism that is making havec
among the Jows of the western world. The Coua-
cil is religious and philantropic in its purpose,
and tho convention discussions were chiefly con-
cerning the best methods of revivingin the Jewish
women of this continent the old entbusinsm and
pride tn religivn and race. The convention lasted
a full week, and was ably conducted from an ex-
ecutive standpoint, while its debates were of an
unusually high order. That a people so conservative
in its restrictions upon womanhood should endorse
and support, such a movement is markedly sig-
nificant of the trend of the age.

Tue deposed Queen of Hawaii has appeared un-
oxpectedly and npparently uninvited in the United
States, and rumor is busy regarding her object,
whether it is to appeal to the Prusident for sasist-
ance in regaining her crown, or whether the wily
Hawaiian Government has 'bribed her portly
Queenship to support annoexation. The ways of
barbaric royalty are peculiar, and it is quito likely
that ex-Queen Lil's only object is to please hor-
solf, and have an ea.royal good timo. Ior why
should she not be feted and flattered in Washing-
ton and London as well as the Shah, Li Hung
Chang, and other Most Excelient Blacknesses ?
She would probably be able to conduct herself
more like “ common white trash ” than do the male
fraternity ; and think of the flatterics that diplo-
matic courtiers would be under orders to pourinto
her lovely littlo cars. But if the ex-Queen has
any doeper purpose, she is quite clever enough to
keep it to herself.

A receNT Michigan paper tells of some newly
established planing mills in that State which
are entirely “manned” by women; and now
women are going into mining. A Woman'’s Min-
ing Company has been incorporated at Spokane
with capital of two million. Tho directors are
women ; and oflices will be opened in all the large
centres. Thue company’s official broker is a woman,
but anale expert has been sent to Rossland to
repurt, befure the company purchase properties.
There is no reason why women should not enter
the field as wmining promoters and investors.
Many of them are now physical science graduates
and havoe suflicient techrieal knowledge for practi-
cal understanding of this line of enterprise. Aund



