
THLE GLGWWORM

TEE SQUMIES MNI.
Squire Doolittie wças a farier, fat and

jolly, who liked fun, but aiways prcferred
it at saine one else's expense. If lie
could play a trick on one af bis sons lie
enjoyed it hugely. As a consequence the
boys did flot reverence Ihum niîucli, and
wcre always trying saine practical jolie
upen their fathcr. Soinctimes thcy suc-
ceeded, but flot often.

, l'ai too aid a fish ta bie cauglit by
the pin.hooks af boys,- lie would say.
when saine plan of theirs had miscarricd
and the jolie was turned upon theinscives,
nîuch ta his delight anîd their chagrin.
"You'e heard of wcasels, haven*t you?

Yes? Well, wcasels, cspecialiy aid
weasels. acvCr sleep.-

W~e must get a laughi against lii iii iii
saine way, . said Tom. "He*s tao pro.
voking! 1*d give a dollar ta trick him in
such a way thtat hae wouldn't like ta litar
about it."

-Sa wauld 1,- said John.
IlAnd I'd niake it twa," said Rabert.

-But we arc hardlv sharp enougl.
That's the troublre.

It bappcned that the squire was in the
haymnaw in the barn when ibis conversa-
tian taok place, and th&cbo)-s wcre sitting
on saie boxes an the barn floor. Hc
chuclkied as hie listened, and a nmoment
later called aut frain bis laiîy perch
Il 'I tell you ivhat l'Il do, boys. W~hîcn
yau get-a gaod jalie an nie l'il buy cach
of yau a bat.*

The boys loaked foolish. But final!.
because they had nathing elsc t ay, thcy
accepied the challenge, and in a half.
hcarted sort ai way set their wits ta work
ta tain the hais.

la the squire's flock ai slicep was an
aid ta calledl David. Tire animal liad
a chronic spite agafnst tht whalc hurnan
family. and neiver iost an appantunity ai
exhibiting it ta any individual i o thc
fanmilythatcrossed hispath. lia stranger
enterd the pasturc or yard w;cc ai
was tht poar muan was fartunate if ie was
mot knocktd down as suddenly as ifi lie
had beent struck by lightning.

Tht ram always attacked frain the rear.
He wauld get behind the abject oi his
attack, curb bis neck, shut bis c) es, and
chargt! AU nîay bic imagincd. the gicat
haras ai the animal, backed up by the
momeaturn gathered by his charge, gave
anything but a pIeasant sensation when
they calme in contact with the legs oi his
uasuspecting vicîfim. Gecrally a board
was strapped ta bis haras, aver bis iwooi!y
face. ta abstruct bis range of vision, and
serv as a aring ta strangelrs ai his
warike prpesties But hie alta con-

trve t tarfifrin bis head, anîd thicn
alas for bis uasuspectins victim.

Tht boys erijoycd many an hour ai fun
wfîh David. The sheep-pasturc came up
ta tht barayard an one side, and a creec
ran along by bath. Where the pasturc
came ta the cretk there was a very high
baiîk,- and this baak was Stetp. The
Doolittie boys used ta get upon a marraw
rock that wa just under the edge ai the
batik. Here, whtn they staod up, ail af
ther bodits above tht waist could lic seen
above the level ai the pasture. Placing
themseives in this position, the-y wrouid
attract tht attention of aid David by
cailing and shaking thef r bats at himt.
He was always ready for battit. WVzth
lowered head, cuîbed neck and a snit cf

anger, lie would rush ait îlem with lus
eyes closed. Taking advantage ai tbis
peculiarity, the boys would droe dowa
behind tlîc bank, and David would go
aver tiieni and into tire water, with a
plunge tluat would ]lave dont credit ta a
Nevioundland dog. Tien lie wouid get
back ta the short, looking wrathiul and
shecepish ; but hie cau1d mat lie induced tr
renew the attack again at that tiait.

HMis meniary, hawevcr, .vas poar, or lus
pugnacfty was toa straag for ]lis discre-
lion, for in an bour, ifithe boys came hîack
and slîowed theiscives above tht batil.
lie was rcady for another charge. Per.
luaps the olfslî aninial thought that sonze
trne lie wyauld bc toa quick for thein.

The squire had atten watched ibis
sport, and laughcd at David's recklessnebs
and at his appearance as hae plunged miat
the wvater and carre forth with wtt waol
and disgusted and -.wrathiful aspect.

Ont day tht squire was in the barayard
saiîing the caws. He hiad a hali-bushel
nîcasure ini lî's huand, and as hie Iaoktd
over tht fence it 0i ztr shecp-pasturc, and
saw David watching hina, lie htld up the
measure and shoak, it at tht aid fellow.
David gave a snort ai defiance, and began
ta curb bis neck and shake bis head. as if
challeagîng thesquire ta combat.

I 1 wander if 1 cauldn't trick tht aid
fecUow in tht saine wvay that tht boy s fool
hiai?- thaught tht deacon. lie Joolced
about tht yard cautiously. 11is sons were
not ia siglit, and lie concluded hce wouid
have a laugh at David's expense. Crawl-
ing through the fence, lie reaclied the rocà
an wthich the boVs stood in tlitir eccurt-
teis with Dav-id: The rani lad nat sewen

in. '%''lin thc squire raiscd himself
cauîiousiy and lookcd aver tht banic.
David was watcbing tht liarn%-ard, and
cvidenfly wanderiag wbat had liecome ai
the muan wha hati just chlicrged hirn.

IIi. David!** cried the squire, hold-
ing the half-bushel mcasurc out befoît
huim as a taîgel fDr the shcep ta aîrn at.

'Hi. David!*'
David Ifhied " ai once. He gave a

grand flourish, as if ta say, IlLook% oui
the-re1"' then charged.

Unfanuanately for tht squire. hie was so0
excfted over tht fun that 1= foigot bini-
sdif complceey, and only> thoujght of the
haii-hushcl measure. lnstcad of dropping
out ai the sheep's way, lie swuýng the
mecasure on one side, in bis cxcitcznent
forgetting %hat Dav.id alway s shut his cycs
whca hae charged, and aimed for tht ab-
ject liefore bita when hie clased thera.
Tht consequtace wau that tht ramn did
flot follow the -nc.sure, but blling
straight for the place wberc hie last saw
fi. strucc the poor squire square ia the
stamnach and hie and- David went aver the
bank and ia the creek- as if shot out oi
a cannon.

Il Vall, 1 snum !- sputîered tht squert
as lie maade bis wray ta the iaak. I or
got all about dodging. 1 do b'Ie'L-e tht
aid reprobates broice ta> stomach fa, by
the way it feels. You aid rascal !" hae
screamed ta David, whose air was one ai
viciai>', as hie stoad on tht pasture side af
tht fence, nxaking defiant motions aiti
bis head ai tht squire, wha had chambered
aut ai the watcr an the barn-yard side;
-I'd like ta break your oid nec.k! I siîan7t

get o-er this for a month, if 1 eve- do. 1
wauldn*t have bc-en so bruised for five
dollars. I'm glad tht boys didn't sec me."

Ht malle bis way up tht bank and ta-

wvards the barn, under caver ofithe fence.
Ht didn'î waat anyone at tht biause ta
se bita in tis wtt cloîlies. As lie opened
tht barn doar, a broadside ai laugliter
saiuted bis tais fraîn thte hay-mow in the
end ai the barn toivard!, the creek. Ht
linew ilien that the boys* hour ai triumph
liad came. Tbey had seca bis disconi-
fiture.

tI say, fazliet !** irreverently called 0o1t

Tom, in a voice chîoktd with laîaghter,
Iyau didn't scrooch quick enough. Next

timt Vou'Il knaw better how ta do it.-
"W b1at became ai tht hali-buîsbel ?

asked John ; and Rab screamed, ilHi.
David !" in such a way that natwithsîand-
ng bis pain the squire w'as bal inclined
ta laugh hinseif.

"I -I acknowledge tlîat David wvas tao
nîuçh for nie that turne," said the squire.
looking very red and fuaiish. '4 Laugh
away. boys, if it dots you any goad.-

'-Whai*s tht price ai bats.' "asked
John.

Il 'ell, but the joke wasn't yaurs," said
tht squire. 44But l'il tell you what l'il
do. If yaou woa't say, anything about this
foolish affair. l'il buy the his, and give
you a dayis flsbing any turne you like ta
taice it."

"WeV agite!-we agite 1- crieid the
boys-

But the story Ieaked out in sartie -way.
aad the squire had ta endure a gooci deal
ai siy iaugbter froni his 'un-lo,.ing neigli-
bois. But hae never quite forgav'e aid
David, and alhoiugh hae did flot say, so. hae
had a feeling ai unquaiified satisfaction

bcue h licard one day that tire aid
shelips neck had béén brokea ia a figlit.

Winkle-4 1 wisb I êould devise sanie

Naddj-- 1 wish 1 couid devise saint
way af getting tbcnî'out aiter 1 have hun.
tItra up."

A highway rablier, on being braught
before tht magistrate, asserted that hae
was mort entitled ta bc pitied than ta bic
punishtd. WVben asked ta expiai a bis
meaning, hie said, " Suit tht moaey
wasa't in tht baril. a week when tht bank
stapped paynent, and 1 was roblied ai
cvery shilling."

Mary-, lsru't Miss Gawiulas bat tao
sweet for anythiag ?

Mtabel-"« Yts; perfectly lavedy. But
1 bélicet ber dressiacer could make a
claîhts-prop look graceful"*

Yts ; 1 blieve )-au. But )-au go ta
tht saine dressrnaktr, too, don't "u?-

44Ah, jonesv, aid man." said Hicks, as
hie aad Janes wýaIked home frara tht club.
a there's a iight fa yaour window for you!

You married meata-"
IlBy George!1 Sa therc is !" returned

joncs. *4 Let's go bac ta tht club."
'I s thtre such a thing as a waiters7

union ?" aslced tht huagry customer in

" 1lielieve l'Il jafa it. I'v.e waited
here long enough ta maire me eligibit, I
fancy."»

" May' I trouble you ta pass the mus-
tard ?" s;-;d a gentleman in a London
diniaç.room ta his opposite nefghbar.-

"Sir, do >'qu ai staûe me for tht
waiter?" was tht uncivil repiy.

"4No' sir; I rnistook you lor a gentle-
man."


