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the Bible In the place from which he 
came. Tokyo ought to be the place, where 
the results of the seed sown In the coun
try are reaped. The students, It Is true, 
are often In schools In Tokyo which do 
not stand for religion; but It Is also true 
that they are away from home, and are 

ubject to new Influences and are

A Trip Through the Luther Country
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the man he chose as his agent was pecu
liarly suited to this sort of traffic. His 
name was John Tetzel. Tetzel was a 
profligate Dominican monk, with shame
less audacity and a peculiar power of 
popular declamation and appeal.

From town to town Tetzel and his 
company went with great pomp and cere
mony. He entered towns with flying 
banners and blaring trumpets, and rallied 
the people at the churches, where dally 
addresses were given on the benefits tha- 
were to be purchased for small sums of 
money. Everything that could be done 
was done to play upon the feelings of the 
people. The torments of their departed 
friends were depicted In vivid terms to 
call forth contributions to free them 
from the pains of purgatory. In the c 
of the living, confession and a cert 
amount of contrition were required *n 

addition to money, 
but for souls in pur
gatory nothing was 
asked for but money. 
The friends of the 
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liglous spirit. Quite a number are 
already Christian, and their counten
ances and their voices as they sing 
the spirit express the depth and fervor 
of their religion. Dr. John R. Mott de
voted the last two nig 
stay In Japan to the Tabernacle and, with 
more courage than I had ventured, called 
for in expression of their Interest In 
Christianity, and nearly five hundred 
responded by signing cards expressive 
either of their resolve to becom Chris
tians. or of their decision to understand 
Christianity more 
field Is white for 

Japan's three hundre 
dents In her higher schools and the six 
millions In her primary schools present a 
challenge to the Christian Church that 

be acknowledged. The response of 
Dr. Mott's appeal Is an 

evidence that education does not satisfy 
nor meet Its

still stands.
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schoolboy knows, too. something ab 
the Indulgences against which Luther 
protested. But as so much hinged on 
Luther’s attitude toward the 
great a lire was k 
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the soul’s deepest longing 
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the need of the community, of the home, 
of the Individual.

“ Christianity In Japan has awakened a 
sense of spiritual need. Men are no 

ger satisfied with the Incomplete 
■ al teaching, the superstitions, the 

(haractcr of many of their religious 
teachers, their failure to give any satis 
factory solution of the problems of life 
and their lack of moral power.” These 
are the words of a missionary who has 

ent many years In Japan. The appeal 
all missionaries Is, “ Send us more 

workers." There never was such an op
portunity for work as at the pre 
The readiness of all classes to 
the Gospel message testifies that Japan Is 
seeking Truth. May we respond and give 
her Christ, the Way, the Truth and the 

for the Japanese as well as for us. 
pan needs Christ for her own sak 

for the sake of the great Orl 
world in which she has won so Important 
a place, A Christian Jap 
mightiest force In bringing China to 
Christ, and In changing the thought 
life of millions In non-Chrlstlan Asia. If 
this great Orient Is won to Christ, It will 
be through the people of the Orient. Mis
sionaries recognize this. The harvest 1s 
so great and the laborers so few that all 
the foreign workers can hope 
reach the comparatively few 

■ome of th 
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Now Luther had 
learned from his 

n experience, from 
writings of 

Augustine, from emi
nent men of his own 
day, but most of all 
from the Scriptures, 

that release from guilt and penalty cannot 
be purchased either by good works or 
money. He had long been preaching the 
doctrines of Paul and Augustine, and 
when Tetzel came to the borders of Sax- 

ush his shameless traffic, Luther 
ready to oppose him. The Elector 
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but In his case It was not dis- 

ike to 
of his 

tha
ird'.ngly

MARKET SQUARE AND CASTLE CHURCH, WITTENBERG.

hurch was to be the expression of 
the new Italian art. The supreme ques
tion with the Pope was how to finance hie 
undertaking. The plan he adopted was 
the peddling of Indulgence» over all 
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as many eminent saints had lived excep
tionally good lives, and In many cases 
had suffered martyrdom for their faith, 
that they had to their credit more good 
works than were necessary for their own 
salvation. The Church, It was argued, 
had the power of disposing of this merit 
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e St. Peter’s was begun It 
was thought a good scheme to finance the 
undertaking by pushing the sale of Indul
gences. In Germany a monopoly was 
given to Albert, Archbishop of Mayen 
and Magdeburg. He was an ambitious 
prelate, and his princely style of living 
had led him to borrow large sums of 
money from a firm of wealthy bankers 
named Fugger. at Augsburg. From the 
Pope, Albert obtained permission to kee 
half of the money he could make o 
Indulgences, that he might repay 

ally, when ther
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opposition. Tetzel acco 
rew to Jtiterbog. But he cou 
yond the range of Luther’s vigorous 

preaching, for people were coming and 
going and carrving news continually. 
The oommon-sense of Luther’s arguments 
Impressed the people " Does God so love 
money," he said. " that for the sake of a 
few pence He will leave poor souls linger
ing in torment; and. If the Pope has the 
power he claims, why does he not, for 
love, release them all?”
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__llty there Is not a so-called Christian
nation to-day that ran announce to the 
non-Chrlstlan world, *' We are Christian. 
Follow us." Wester 
to the people of the Orient, Interchange
able terms. We ourselves know how wide 
their difference, and how much we have 
in our Western civilization which Is not 
Christian. God calls nations as well as 
men to His work. Is there one nation 
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addressed the people on 
exhorted them to seek salvation In God 
and Christ alone, and to put no faith In 
Indulgences.

The theses created a sensation which 
far surpassed Luther's expectations. In 
fourteen days they were printed In Ger
man and scattered all over Germany. The
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