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fORIY BRITISH AIRSHIPS
-~ RAID ENEMY'S POSITIONS

ON THE BELGIAN COAST!

Attack on Zeebrugge, Ostende and Middlekirke
— Official Report Says Good Results At-
tained — Eight French Aeroplanes Attack
German Christelles Aerodrome and Prevent
*Enemy’s Air Craft From Interfering With
Raiders. '

London, Feb, 16.—The air wing of the British navy to-
«lay made another massed attack on the German poritons
along the Belgian coast, in an effort to destroy or damage the
submarine base at Zeebrugge, the guns at Ostend and Mid-
dlegerke and the aerodrome at Ghistelles.

According to the official report good results were attain-
jed. Fdrty machines were utilized today, as. compared with
34 in last week's attack,

The official statement concerning the air raid says:

“The air operatlons of the naval wing against the Bru-
ges, Ostend and Zeebrugge district were continued this after-
noon, Forty aeroplanes and seaplanes hombarded Ostend
'Middelkerke, Ghistelles and Zeebrugge. ‘

'Bombs were dropped on the heavy batteries situated
on the east and west side of Ostend, on gun positions at Mid-
dlekerke, on transport wagons on the Ostend-Ghistelles road,
on the Mole at Zeebrugge to widen the breach damaged in
former attacks, on the locks at Zeebrugge,on barges outside
Blankenberghe and on trawlers outside Zeebrugge.

YEight French aeroplanes assisted the naval machines
by making vigorous attacks on the Ghistelles aerodrome,
ﬁus effectively preventlng German aircraft from cutting off »
our machines. It is reported that good results were abtained.

“Instructions are always issued fo confine attacks to
points of military importance, and every effort is made by the
flying officers to avoid dropping bombs on any- residential
portions of towns."

While the British airmen were dropping their bombs on
the gun positions, the supply tains and barges and the traw-
ers used in mine-laying and mine-sweeping eperations, eight
French airmen attacked the Ghistilles aerpdrome, thus pre-
venting the German airmen from making any attempt to cut
off the British machines, The official report makes no'men-
tion of the airmen engaged, so it is presumed that they all
returned safely. The day was bright and clear, conditions be—
Ing more favorable than last week for a raid,

WHOLE FIRST CONTINGENT
GONE 0 THE  FRONT

S|R ROBERT BORDEN IN COMMONS  YESTERDAY READ
"MESSAGE RECEIVED BY GOVERNOR GENERAL THAT
CANADIANS HAVE LEFT ENGLAND FOR THE FRONT
—PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PATRIOTIC FUND PRO-
VIDES FOR HELPING SOLDIERS WHO RETURN HOME
INCAPACITATED.

Ottawa, Feb. 16.—At the opening of ,from Nawroundh.ud who may be on
the Commons Sir Robert Borden read|active eervice with the Canadian
the following message received by m'm""r.y"n&':::‘(’.‘f““‘ﬁ‘ tﬁx?elglex:
the Duke of Connaught from the|gry Farces who may be incapacitated
Colonial Secretary, and dated Febru-|and returned to Canada, and to assist
ary 18:—"“Your ministers will be glad |the wives and dependants of Canadian
to know that the whole Canadian
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Ottawa, Feb. 16.—“It is indeed a
pitiable sight to see the leader of a
political party feeling himself com-
pelled to resort to making statements
which cerlainly he cannot know to be
true, and which the documents to the
Minister of Justice of the governmen

of which he was the chief, demon-
strate to be false, for the petty pur-
pose of being able to make some jeer
ing remark.”

Thus was what Hon. . J. Doherty
told Sir Wilfrid Laurier today in the
Commons after the Liberal leader had
sneered at tha Premier's stat t

LAURIER CAUGHT IN LIE,
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Tactics, But Gets Worst of

Encounter With Minister of Justice—House Passes 12
Millions of the Appropriations— Trade and Commerce

Expert on Matter of Steam-

ship Rates—Increase in Canada Not More Pronounced

-

(A REVOLUTION
UNLESS ITALY TAKES
PART IN THE WAR?

SIS SEECRR

London, Feb. 16.—The prophesy
that Italy would mobilize her army
within a fortnight was made here
today by Ricclotti Garibaldi, the
Italian patriot. He said that un-
less the Italian government decided
to participate in ¢the war there
Lwould be a revolution.

3

that Hon. L. P. Pellitier had felt com-
pelled to resign the post office port-
folio op the ground of ill-health while
yet feeling himself able to take a judge-
chm. Bverybody knows, and no one
better than Sir Wilfrid Laurier, that
the post office portfolio is one of the
moit arduous positions in the country.
But Sir Wilfrid seized the occasion to
sneer about Mr. Doherty, who he sald
had resigned from the bench on ac-
count, of health but was still able to
take a cabinet portfolio. That, Mr,
Doherty resigned from the bench on
account of i1l health 1s false, as as the
Minister of Justice himself told Sir
Wilfrid “absolutely end ungualifiedly
untrue,”

Mr. Doherty draws a pension under
a law which was enacted before he
was born. He became entitled to the
pension after serving 15 years on the
bench.

“I' have heard whisperings.” con-
tinued the Minister with biting sar
casm, “of what the Right Hon. gentle
man has” said today from other peo-
ple before. I thought the Right Hon,
gentleman was a bigger mgn than they
are, but I find today that he has cho-
sen to put humelf on a level with
th"

The L!‘benl leader replied that he
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Mr. Sinclair, of Guysboro, introduc-
ed a bill to amend; the Criminal Code
by making it & crime to defraud the
government in the sale of military or
to | neval stores.

He sald that he could fitd no provi-
sjon in the code for such
offenders., The Minister of Mil he
added, had declared that they should
be shot; Mr. Sinclair thought that two
years' imprisonment would be a

sufficient punishment;

Hon, Rudolphe Lemileux, has given
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mo announcement was heartily

" The following committee was @p-
pointed

A-m, soldiers

chould that if a judge found
himself equal to the duties of the
bench he -should coutinue in office
rather than accept a peasion. “The
law of the land allows a judge when
he has served fifteen years, if he does
not find himself equ.l to the task to
ask.for his pension,” he sald.

Mr., Doherty shot back this eouol-
ing rejolnder:

“I rige tor the purpose of saying that
the Right Hon, gentleman to bolster
up his mwnem has had to misstate
the provision of the statute.

Sir Wiifrid Laurier el.m‘bldly out
of ithe hl

at . MADDC
DENIES HE WAS
IN ON “DEAL”

Denies Communicating -With
Banks or Bankers Relative
to Purchase of Interned Mer-
chant Ships.

Washington, Feb. 16.—Secretary Mc-
Adoo. gave out tomght a copy of a
letter to S Fl hatical-
ly denying intimations that he had en-
tered into any negotiations for the pur-
chase of merchant steamers ‘of bel-
ligerent nations for operation under
the proposed Ship Purchase Bill, The
letter was in answer to a resolution
introduced several days ago by Senator
Burton.  Mr, McAdoo summed up his
statement as follows:

“In view of false rumors and state
ments which have come to my ears,
permit me to say that the Secretary
of the Treasury has at no time had a
communication from - or discussion
with any banking house, banking fnsti-
tution or banker in or oft of the Unit-
ed States, in connection with the pur
chase, sale or dispostion in any man-
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or neutral nations for any purpose
whatever,” : ;

DEATH PENALTY
FOR SLAYER OF
SYONEY WOMAY

John West Found Guilty of
Murder of Miss Dunn and
Sentenced to Die April 19,

Sydney, N. 8., Feb. 16.—After a trial
lasting about four hours, Johm West,
2 native of Halifex, was convicted
tonight of the murder of Miss K. C.
Dunn, and sentenced to be hanged on
April 19. Judge Russell was the trial
judge. The jury was empanelled at
2 o’clock and sentence was pronounc-
ed at 9.30. The murder of which West
is to die was committed at North
Sydney on December 21, and was of ‘a
particularly atrocious character. West
confessed the crime at the preliminary
examination.
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Question of St. Lawrence Cur-
rents May be Important Fac-
tor in C, P. R.s'Suit Against
Storstad’s. Owners,

Montreal, Feb. 16.—On the question
of currenits in the St. Lawrence river,
it Is undars_tood, largely depends the
fate of the C, P. R. company's
$3,000,000 suit against the S.S. Stors-
tad for sinking the Empress of Ireland
and the C. P. R. sought in the Admir
alty court today to gshow that the up
current caused the upward bound
Storstad to ram the Empress, which
was goipg down stream, both vessels
having supposedly been standing still
in the fog just prior to the collision.
The C. P. R. finished its side of the
case today, wihen Pilot Bernler, of the

_J | Bmpress, between Quebec and Father

Point, testified to the phenomenon of
upward currents in the rt He was
positive that the BEmpress’ stearing
gear was working well the night of
the collision. He said 1f there had
been anything wrong with it he would
have mnoticed it.

The hearing of the case for the de-
fendant may last several days.
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Bl INGURANGE
GOMPANIES T0
AMALGAMATE

Directors of Federal Lifé Astur-
-ance Co, of Hamilton Agree
to Re-assurance of its Pol-
icyholders by Sun Life Co,

Montreal, Feb. 16.—One of the lar
gest amalgamations in the history of
Canadian life insurance if not the
largest, was virtually completed to-
day when directors of the Federal
Life Assurance Company, of Hamil-
ton, ratified an agreement for the re-
assurance of its policyholders by the
Sun Life Assurance Company of Cana-
da, with head office in Montreal. The
agreement was ratified. by the Sun
Life board here a week ago, but w
kept a closely guarded secret until af-
ter the Federal Life meeting today.

The Sun Life has over $218,000,000
fosurance In force and the Federal

Life over $28,000,000.

TIREMENT OF RUSSIAN

London, Feb, 16.—Gpeat ‘Britain re-

[ceived today, through. Walter Hines

Page, the American Ambassador, Ger-
many's offer to withdraw her threat of
a submarine blockade against Great
Britain if the British navy would per-
mit the free movement of foodstuffs
to the civil population of Germany.

There is no exgpgctation here that
the offer will be accepted. In fact,
Great Britain already is preparing to
retaliate against Germany by placing
under "more stringent control ships
destined to German ports, and a pro-
clamation momentarily is expected de-
claring a blockade of the German
coast, or, at any rate, the prohibition
of foodstuffs destined for Germany.
The Cabinet, with its naval and mili-
tary advisers, considered this question
today, and it is understood the deci-
sion is awaliting the formal confir-
mation of the Privy Council, from
which all proclamations emanate.

In the meantime British and neu-
tral vessels are moving as freely as
usual, with the exception of those be-
longing to a few Dutch lines, which
have reduced their number of sail
ings. ' The Norwegian and Danish in-
surance companies have given instruc-
tions, that ers insured by them
shall have their national colors, the
names of the ships and the country
of their origin painted on the sides of
all vessels.

Holland and Italy, like the United
States, have protested to Germany
against her sea war zone threat, and
have asked Great Britain not to magke
free use of neutral flags. Similar/re-
presentations are expected to be made
to the two countries tomorrow in a
joint note by Norway, Sweden and
Denmark.

For the time being questions of di-
plomacy are arousing more interest
than the actual fighting, although mili-
tary movements of the first impor
tance are taking place, especially
along the eastern line, The German
offensive, strongly supported by fresh
troops is being pushed with great vigor
both along the East Prussian frontier
and in Poland, north of the lower Vis-
tula. The Russiang now have evacuat-
od East Prussia, except for a small
area near Lyck, where they are oppos-
ing the German advance, and also are
apparently falling back in North Po
land, for the Germans today announc-
ed that they have occupied Plock and
Bielsk, which the Russians re-captur-
ed from them a short time ago.

While the Germans claim to have
inflicted heavy losses on the retiring
Russian armies, military men here,
and the newspaper correspondents in
Petrograd, continue to refer to the
Muscovite movement as a strategical
retirement to the fortified line which
lies along the Nieman river, ‘through
Kovno, Grodno and Lomza, and thence
southwest to the fortress of Novoe
Georglewsk.

Russians Still Hold Carpathian Passes.

Heavy fighting also continues in the
Carpathians and Bukowina. In Buko
wina the Russians also are falling
back, but they continue to hold the
Carpathian passes further west and are
putting up a stubborn resistance to
the Austro-German offensive in that
region. Here the fighting is taking
place In deep snow, and both sides are
suffering Beverely.

The large number of troops the
Germans are using ih the East, it is
believed by military observers here,
will prevent, for some time, any at-
tempt by the Germans to break the
deadlock in the west.

General French in the first of the
promised bi-weckly reports pays high
tribute to the Indians, and of the Ter-

'BU]GKA[IE OF GERMAN COAST BY
GREAT BRITAIN 15 EXPECTED

IN RETALIATION FOR GERMANY’S THREAT OF SUBMAR-
INE BLOCKADE—CABINET AND ARMY AND NAVY AD-
VISORS CONSIDERED MATTER
CONFIRMATION BY PRIVY COUNCIL AWAITED—GER-
MANS PUSHING THEIR OFFENSIVE IN EAST — RE-

YESTERDAY AND

ARMY REGARDED AS AN-

OTHER STRAGETICAL MOVEMENT — BREACH  BE-
TWEEN TURKEY AND GREECE WIDENS — TURKISH
MINISTER HAS QUIT ATHENS.

ritorials he says they have far more
than justified the most sanguine hopes
entertained of their value in the field.
The report adds that reinforcements
are arriving regularly.

Progress is also claimed in the re-
gion of La Bassee, where the Germans
are sald to have suffered severe losges
and that the DBritish artillery has
shown ‘marked svperiority over that of
the Germans.

Breach Between Greece and Turkey
Widering.

There ‘was no further news today of
the new German offensive in Alsace,
which is deésigned to stop the French
advance toward Muelhaussen, or of
the French offensive in the \nmit} of
Saint Mihiel, which, it is said, threat-
ens the communications between that
fown and Metz.

The relations between Greece and
Turkey apparently are becoming more
strained. Although Turkey has offered
reparation for the insult to the Greek
military attache at Constantinople, it
is reported that tie Greek Minister
has Jeft the legation in charge of a
secretary, being dissatisfled with Tur-
key's attitude. The Turkish Minister
also has left Athens, This is believed,
in some quarters, to be the first step
in the rupture of diplomatic relations
between Greece and Turkey, which
are sald also to have been affected by
the Albanian invasion of Servia.

The British parliament tomorrow
will debate the motion of the Labor
party calling on the government to
fix maximum prlte\ for food.

aHIP PURGHASE
BILL PAGSES
5. HOUSE

Washingtor, Feb. 17—The Govern-
ment Ship Purchase Bill, as an emend-
ment to the Weeks Naval Auxiliary
Bill, was passed by the House at 1.20
o'clock this morning by a vote of 215
to 121.

The bill will go to the Senate at
noon today. Nineteen Democrats
voted against the bill. All the Repub-
licans present voted against the bill
and flve Progressives joined with the
Democ ratic majorny for it.

OPIUM SMUGBLED INTO
NEW YOBK. CAPTAIN
OF STEAMER AMRESTED

New York, Feb. 16.—Captain David
F. Evans, of the British tramp steam=
ship Frankmount, which arrived at
this port Saturday from England witi
a supply of eontraband opium cone
cealed aboard, it is alleged, was arrest-
ed today and taken before United
States Commissioner C. S, Houghton
to answer to the charge of dereliction
of duty in failing to discover and
expose the alleged smuggling plot,
Captain Evans was placed under

$5,000 bail for examination ¢n April 2,
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Admiralty, gave these figures:

‘Wounded—45 officers and 352
Missing—8 officers and 5 men.

. werp, which were:
Killed—5 officers and 36 men.

Interned—=89 officers and 15

)

BRITAIN'S NAVAL CASUALTIES TO DATE

London, Feb. 16—Replying in the House of Commons today to a
request for detalls regarding the total British naval casvalties since the
outbreak of the war, Winston Spencer Churchill, the First Lord of the

Killed—-348 officers and 5,812 men.
men.

To this list Mr, Churchill said sould be added the casvaltic
First, Royal Naval Division which garticipated in the

\Voupded—4 officers and 184 men.
Missing—7 officers and 868 men, .
524 men.
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