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August 9, 1899,
emphazise the clause which says : ** Wealso engage to
ml?nhin family and secret Tevotion ;. to religiously
educate our children ; to seek the salvation of our
kiadred and acquaintances.” It could be shown that
there is nothing in such an engagement beyond what is
binding upon every Cliristian man or woman by reason
of their faith in Christ. We must vor more and
more to show what is involved in being a member of a
church., Probably most could be done by impressing
u}ann heads of housebolds individually the desirability
of family worship, laying before: them plainly what is
required of them and showing the blessedness accruing
from the fulfilment of such a requirement, But example
is better than precept. Let those of us who are sensible
of our duty be sedulous in the performance of it. Who-
ev:r may come to our homes, or whatever may occur, let
us pever dispense with family devotions, By thus
resolutely adhering to what is right we shall exert an
influence for gcod upon those about us, and our children
shall arise and call us blessed. And even if some of our
dear ones wander far from the scenes of childhood they
may still be followed by the hallowed memories of early
days and have to say as oue has done :

““How painfully pleasing the fond recsllection
Of youthful connections and innocent joy,
When blessed with parental advice and ng_ection.
Surrounded with mercies and peace from on high.
I still view the chairs of my father and mother,
The seats of their offspring arranged on each hand,
Aud that richest of books which extelled every other
The Family Bible, which lay on the stand,

The Bible, the volume of God's inspiration,

At morning and evening could yield us delight,

Aud the prayer of our sire was a sweet invocation

For mercy by day and for safety by night,

Our hymns of thanksgivings w{th harmony swelling,
All warm from the hearts of the family band,

Half raised us from earth to that rapturous dwelling
Described in the Bible that lay on the stand.

Ye scenes of tranquility long have we parted,
My hopes almost gone and my parents no more,
In sorrow and sadness I live broken hearted ;
And wander unknown on a fir distant shore,
Vet how can I doubt a dear Saviour's protection
Forgetful of gifts from His bountiful band !

Oh ! let me with patience receive His correction,
And think of the Bible that lay on the stand.’

SR 2

Comparative Cost of Living in India and
Canada.

In view of the feeling entertained by some of our
brethren that the salaries paid toour missionaries in India
shonld be still further reduced, our missionaries were
requested to furnish us with a statement of the com-
parative cost of living in India and Canada. The follow-
ing statement signed by all our male missionaries now
on the field has been received. We comimend it to a
careful consideration of those who have thought that a
further reduction could with justice be made.

‘“ ome of the supporters of this Mission have lately
been disturbed by a comparison that has been made
between the cost of living in India and Canada, the com-
parison being altogether in favor of India.as a cheap
country to live in, In examining this matter we take it
for granted that the style of living shonld be as nearly as
possible the same in both couniries, that is the same
degree of comfort and healthfulness should be aimed at.

HOUSEKEEPI

Let us look first at necessary artigles of food.
Meat is nsually cheaper here “Rfgf is even cheaper
than mutton, but can be obtained omly in the larger
stations, At some places even mutton has not been ob-
tainable except by killing a sheep for one's own use.
Fowls sre nearly always to be had, and are cheap com-
pared with fowls in Canada. But beef, mutton and fowls
are usually inferior to the Canadian article. For this
reason and also for variety's sake we often fall back on
tinned meats. During an inquiry on the cost of living
in India conducted by the Wesleyan Missionary Society
some years ago, a lady gave it as her opinion that one
pound of English meat is worth three pounds of Indian
meat, See The Missionary Controversy, 1890, p. 152.
Vegetables, such as they are, are also cheap. An old
Fuoglish doctor once remarked, ‘‘ Native vegetables! I
call them native weeds.”” While this remark is too
sweeping, it is true that native vegetables as a rule are

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

of diet. Milk is sol at six cents a quart, and is much
inferior to Canadian milk. Butter must be bought in
tins, unless one keeps cows and makes ita The bo??
imported butter costs about 40 cents a pound,’ while tha
made in Bangalore and Bombay costs 32 cents.

Esqa appear to be very cheap here in some places;
thatis four cents a dozen, but sometimes they are six
cents, When it is stated that eggs here are about omne-
ll!:lird the size of Canadian eggs, they do not appear so
cheap. :

Brgnd can be bought at some of our’stations, but at
others.it is not available.
must be bought from the toddy-shop. On the other
hand if the bread is not made at home a man must be
sent twenty, thirty, or forty miles for it. He bringsa
week’s supply i good,’ i sour, some-
times heavy. His expenses must be added to the price
of the br The ordinary price is 4 c¢nts for a pound
loaf, but the bread is not substantial, :

‘We cannot buy biscuits,tapioca, tarley and oatmeal loose
by the pound, but must buy them tinned and at prices
very much higher than in Canada. Vinegar also is al-
wa; ooldﬁl:y lh: ?:)(';le.ed “ ;

ugar, thou uced in the country, is no cheaper
lhcn.‘l; Cn‘ud? Australian flonr g’mld at about 6
cents & pound. The chea kind of tinned ts
costs 20 cents per pound ; oatmeal g cents; jam of
various kinds 12 to 18 cents ; tapioca 10 cents; barley 10
cents,

A qaart bottle of vinegar costs from f5 to 18 cents.
The deterioration of crockerv, glissware, knives, forks
and spoons should be ioned. The ig and
carelessness of servants accounts for most of this, but
the climate is very hard on anything that can ryst.
Then there is the expense of servants, an absolute
necessity iu a tropicil cruntry. This comes to $14 or
$15 a month. And if there’are children anayah must
be kept at a cost of §3 more. A conveyance of some
kind is also very desirable. There are roads that are
either dusty or muddy, but there are no side-walks, éven
in ‘Cocanada, and in most places the roads near the
villages are crowded with cattle in the evenin A man
may get considerable exercise and change scene un
tour, but what of his wife? I‘ there are children a
carriage and pony of some sort are more necessary still,
The upkeep of a very modest conveyance amounts ‘to
from §5 to §7 a month. :

It is true that fuel is required only for cooking ; but
to kezp cool it is sometim :s necessary to have not only
ﬁunkl -pullers but also a cooly to pour water o a mat

ung in an open doorway where the hot wind strikes.
The punkah-pallers cost about $25 a year, apart from the

coolies who pour water on the mat,

Befdge passing on to other items of expense, we might
stale here that Mr. and Mrs. Davis found from actual
experience that housekeeping, apart from rent, cost in
Canada three-fifths of what it cost them during their
first term in India,

Mr. J. R Stiliwell stated that his experience showed
that $800 will go as far in Canada as $1200 in India,

e CLOTHING,

Heavy clothing is not needed on the plaine of India,
and the lighter material worn  here is cheaper. But it
must be remembered that one perspires most of the time
from March 1st till October 31st, and repiration rots
clothing. Further, where one suit of c{;hn would be
worn day after day in Canada, we need enough suits to
allow for a fresh one every two or three days. Then
coustant soiling means constant washing, and the Indian
washerman has a reputation for knocking one's clothes
to pieces on his stone. Clothing, like light summer
clothing in Canada, when required, must be ordered from
Madras or some other large piice and is as expensive as
the same kind in Canada. ~ needed in the cool sea-
son to some extent, and is indispensable if a stay is
made on the Hills. Attention, too, should be p.ldy to
the fact that the clothing we bring to India looks very
antiquated after a term of seven'or eight years, during
which it has beea kept carefully in a trunk., Even thus
protected it sometimes becomes quite mouldy in the
rainy season. The journey to Canada usually necessitates
a large outlay on clothing for the family, and this at a
time when no salary is allowed-during the six weeks or
two months spent ou the way.

It might be added that the lady missionaries who tour
in the villages find their- work hard on their clothes,
necessitating very frequent changes and the consequent
wear and tear of washing.

BOOKS, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS AND POSTAGR.

Shut off as we dre from intercourse with other men, we
need good libraries ¢f our own. There is very little
chance of seeing new books unless some ome of our
number orders them. And they must be sent to us from
Bombay or some other large city unless they come from
beyond the seas. Not only is the price comparatively
high, but postage must be added to it. Reference is
made elsewhere to the harm done by mould and insects,

To make up for the lack of the society of our fellow-
couﬁtqmen we need to see not only books but also

very inferior to Canadian vegetables. P grown

in Northern India and also at Bangalore, are msually’

sold in Cocanada atfrom 60 to go cents a maund of 24
1bs., but often they'are not to be had. Fresh vegetables
can be obtained from Bangalore. As this town is about
600 miles from Samulkotta the expense is considerable,
and during some months of the year the two days’
journey in the heat is hard on the vegetables. Hence
we often use canned vegetables.

Fruits of many kinds grow here, but very few of them
can be stewed or cooked in any way. Bananas and
oranges are to some of us the most useful fruits. But
these have become almost as cheap in Canada as they
are here. For a short season mangoes are to be had,
but they are not cheap and moreover, they do not agree
with everyone, Guavas are used chiefly for making
jelly. It need hardly be said that we miss greatly, first
of all, the apples o{ our native land ; then the small
fruits of summ:r, and the pears, peaches, and grapes, of
antumn, To partly make up for these we use evaporated
fruits—apples, peaches, berries, cherries, etc., and also
canned fruits. These, like the canned etables and
meats, are just about twice as dear in mdm as in
Canada, HKven 'hennnpplg is obtained from home,

frd{htud customs, etc., add about fifty per cent. to
the prices.
+ Milk and butter are two of the most necessary articles

g and newspapers, Itis easy to reckon how
much dearer home papers are to us than to ple in
Canada. The postage, though only half what it was, is
52 cents a year on a paper like the Baptist, and $1 o4 on
the Montreal Witness ; so that we not only need more

pers and magazines, but have to pay more for them.
g‘?:en as to the daily papers here, although a reduction
is allowed to missionaries, we cannot afford to take a
regular daily, but take a tri weekly. Even thid costs §7
a year, & price that compares very unfavorably with that
of the Toronto Evening Globe which is §3.

The postage on letters to Canada is to be reduced on
Christmas day, but for a long time past it has been 2%
annas or five cents, This is an item that most people in
the home-land are not burdened with to any great extent.
One’s correspondence in India, too, is’ usually more ex-
tensive than at home, there is so little lenomhip with
fellow-workers in any other way. Then all one’s pur-
chases of books or European goods call for correspondence
with Bombay or Madras or some other large place.

HEALTH,
missionaries s'mply wilt in the t heat of the
ho&nd blblypn{o-to(u(ee used up when
wc.‘;dth ugh it. Hence it is necessary in some cases
and very
bottest

ble in others to go to the Hills for the
mouths. This iuvolves & long rail:

If made byrthe ‘cook, toddy '

(489) '

and Fn-l!y increased expenditure duripg the time of
residence on the Hills. gnny of the missionaries seek
to keep down e: by travelling third class on the
railway, A lhi:s class oomrnmeut bas two wooden
seats opposite each other without any upholstering, and
there is no lavatory dati

Some d have ies and refused
Foyment. but this is not usually the case. As a rule the
ees charged are very high compared with ordinary fees
in Canada. The regular fee is ten ru or $3 for a
visit, but sometimes we are charged only half that rate,

Dentistry is a most expensive business. The charge
is fully three times what it is in Canada, Not only so,
but a visit has to be arranged to Madrag or some other
such place to have it done at all. One family recently
hada bill of $70. Ordinary charges are as follows :
Filling a tooth with amalgam Rs. 10 (over $3) ; putting
on a crown Rs. 30 (§10).

INSURANCE.

While it is very d-sirable for every man to make some
provision for the future, it does not need much discern-
ment to see that the missiongry in Tndia is discounting
the future much more than the worker in Canada usually
does. His health is more likely to break down, and he
runs the chance of being !ooke({ upon as an old fossil if he
ventures to apply for a church in Canada, What church
wants the wreck of a constitution left from the storma of
India? Or the missionary may be carried.off by ¢holera
or some other one of the plagues of India, and then what
of his family ? .

P S e

INCOME TAX

The Government of India fevies an income tax at the
rate of 234 per cent. It has been decided that this
should be collectad on the total income arising in [udia,
whether it ever com*s to this country or not, So even
those who have children in Canada have the privilege of
paying 234 per cent. on their full salary to the Govern-
mant here. S

LOSS CAUSED BY THE CLIMATE AND INSKCTS.

The intense dry heat of the hot season, and the damp
heat of the rainy season, are very trying on all kigds of
leather and rubber goo's In the {-tlrr season mould
sometimes forms on one’s bnots iu a day.  Insects are
very destructive. A valise left on the floor over night
was found eaten by white ants in the morning. These
incessant workers have o be guarded agaihst constantly,
Crickets aund other insects, and even ants eat holes in
clothing. Those who travel by boat suffer from the
ravages of cockroaches, which sometimes ruin either
‘books or boots that happen to b+ left exposed. Rooks
suffer in homes also, unless kept in a book-case with
glass doors, and even then there is a danger of mu'd in
the rainy season. Without going into futher particulars,
one can sifely say that the loss caused here by the cli-
mate and fnsects, etc., is an item quite unknown in
Canada.

KHEPING CHILDREN AT HOMR,

During bis first term the missionary does not have the
expense of keeping his chillfen in Canada, but most
men have that added expenses during the second term,
and many can testify what a serious drain it is. Mauy
extra e tpenses are incurred too by breaking up house
keeping in India and undertaking it in Canada only to
break up again in the course of a year or eighteen
months, .
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We have received statements élso from Bro. Brown
and Bro. Walker, who are at home, which are in sub-
stantial agreement with the above,

Bro. Brown refers to the demands made on one's
charity in India as follows : “‘Some afternoon you see
four or five men straggling ioto the compound. As they
Araw near you see that they are Christiang from a village
twenty uiiles away—good, faithful Christians, too—noted
for their generosity and faithfulness to the Lord in times
of suffering and trial, You can see that they are weak
and exhausted. ' They tell you that they and their wives
and children are starving, that they can get no work
and the crops are poor. How did they travel so. far?
They walk half a mile and then rest, and- then g» on
again until they reach you. Of course you feed them
and give them some money , telling them to hurry home
to their starving wives and children. So'the money con-
slantly goes until in a yeara large sum has been spent
either in feeding the hungry or supplying medicine to
the sick.”

ADVANTAGE IN RXCHANGE.

Much is made of this by the critics of mission. A
word- of exp anation. The silver rupee is the standard
coin and is basis of commercial calculationsand travs-
actions in India. As silver rises or falls in p-ice there
will be a rise or fall in the number.of rupecs a hundied
dollars sent to India will buy: Twenty-five years ago
the »100 would buy about 210 rupees, to-day about 300.
In June, 189§, it would buy 375. It is claimed that this
increase in the number of rupees $100 will purchase,
gives a very t financial advantage to the missionary,
and so it would be if the rupee’s power in the purchase
of commndities remained the same [This of course has
no bearing on the statements of the document above, for
the expens e is stated not in rupees but in dollars and
cents. ] Bro. Walker says on this subject, “ It is a gen-
eral rule that purchasing power has a teadency to follow
exchange value up aud down. The rise in prices when
rupees are plentiful follows almost at once and to a cor-
responding extent, but does not extend to all items, of
expense in the missionary’s living.”” As exceptions he
gvel servauts’ wages, and certain native commodities:

e goes on to say, ‘' On the other hand, when the ex-
change value of the rupees changes, that is when more
cents must be given for a rupee, the prices of commod.
ities do not drop as quickly nor do they gensrally reach
the lower figure from which the rise began. On the
whole the almost unanimous teslimony in India is that
the purchasing mvet of the rupee is ever decreasing, .1
obtained this imo:{ about four and a half years
ago in correspondence with sixty missionarivs represent.
ing about twenty-seven missionary socleties in I
One hundred rupees will not provide as much ii-I;
to-day as it did say five or six years ago."—( A. P. Mg~
DiaRMID, in the Canadian hptzt.




