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make any acquaintance, he would con-
fine me to the house altogether.”

THE LEAGUE |
OF TWELVE

pyv"GUY BOOTHRBY.

Monsieur d’Alvaro. “You do not think
they saw you coming here?”
‘I do not thiak so,” she replied. ‘But

I should not care to be too sure. The
| keepers are continually on the watch,
and they hide so“eleverly that you can-
not tell what they do or do mot see.

'»l.lt tell me, I beg you, whether you
think anything can be done to find and
save my poor brother?’

“I bave been over and ovef the mat-
ter,” said Jack, most truthfully, “and
I do not know what to say. - If your
brother ean"be found without in any way
risking your safety, I will do my utmost
tv find him. But time is precious, and
I de not know where to begin my search.
There are so many big cities in Europe,
a}ld it is probable that if he is engaged

Acthor of “Dr. Nikola,” “The
Marriage of Esther,” “Praros
the Egyptian,” “Long Live the
King,” “My Indian Queen,”
etc., et

"HAPTER IX.—Continued.
reason of his promise he-was com-
d to keep the story he had been
secret from his | be doing so under an assumed name. Do
you chance to have a photograph of
him?”

She shook her head.

“L-am serry to say that I have hot,”
she answered. ‘“He would never allow
himself to be taken. I could draw you
his portrait, however. I am supposed
to have some skill in hitting a likeness,
and, as you may suppose, his features
are ever before me.
immediately I get back and will hand it
to you when next we meet.”

“I could have it photographed,” Jack
remarked, “and copies could be seft in
my name to the police of ail the prin-
cipal ‘cilies asking” them to instifute a

that afternoon a
.r. He, however, gave her a descrip-
. of his meeting with the girl, and
wwled to her the fact that she was,
Il intents and purposes, a prisoner.
“Jan he be keeping her shut up like
because there is some other suitor
2 he case of whom he does not approve,
you think?” asked Dot, when she
pord this,
[ sincerely trust not,” her brother re-
I, “for 1 love her desperately, and
intend to win her for my wife.”
heaved a heavy sigh as she thought
o sad fate that had attended her
love affair,
jack was unusually silent that even-
He had so inuch to think of, such
1 problem to solve, that a
zer would have taken him to be the
, instcad of the most light-heart-
wortals. It was not until a late
ne retired, and even when he
time elapsed before he could
Then all sorts ‘of evil
to 1 him, in each of
ia more.or less alarm-
s. First d’Alvaro was pur-
ier witn the obvious intention of
2 her; next Pedro Garcia was set-
t to the Castle with the same in-
last, and most terrible of all,
her drowning in the lake while
1 couid not move hand or foet

becoma cognizant of his whereabouts.
After which I could either communicate
with him personally, or transmit him a
letter from you.”

“But will it not do him harm ;if you
communicate with the police? They
would mnaturally be the last people he
would like to be associated with.”

“They cannot do him any harm,” said
Jack i reply, “if they have no charge
to bring against him. I can say that I
am making inquiries on behalf of a rela-
tive; but before we do that I have an-
other plan to propose. Whether it could
be suceessful or ot is-of course open to
doubt. It seems to me, however, to be
worthy of consideration.”

“May I ask what it is?”

“Well, T have been thinking that it
is probable if I could overhaul d’Al-

gan

16 save Laer,

Next morning he felt as though he had
not slept a wink, and for once his usual-
ly hearty appetite failed him completely.

Until midday he remained .in his study,
smoking pipe after pipe, and going over
aud over tie story he had heard in the

of finding a ray of light that might

t a line of action. One fact was

v forcing itself mpon his notice.
without a doubt was playing a

in the business. But what was that

If he had been murdered, what

he motive? If he had raot, where

! why could not the police

vice to us.”

“But how could you do it? The Foom
and youn’ ¢ould
is there.”” 4

there,” Jack arswered,

“But in what way? The house is

anG closely than any other part of it.”

“I can quite believe that. But if it
can be managed it shall be done.
the - first time in my life, Miss de Mont-
aiva, itis my intention to turn my hand
to burgldring. What sort of a crafts-
man I“shall prove remains to be seen.
1t will bé a perilous enterprise, for it is
necessary, for your sake, that d’Alvaro
should not-discover me. But so much
is to be gained that, large though the
lisk is, I feel that I must run it. It is
just possible we. may discover in his
study the key to the whola mystery,”

found it!” the troupled young
xclaimed at last. “I no sponer- be-
o think that I see, my way when
ing else crops up and speils it for

*Then once more he set to work, this
time to put on paper the various heads
the case. This occupied him for up-
wards of an hour, but in the end he was
no nearer an, understanding of the mat-
ter than he had been before. ¥
“D’Alvaro can tell her what he pleases
to the contrary,” he soliloguized, “but
he is, of course, a member of the society,
whatever it may be, and is probably its
head. He is pulling the strings, the un-
fortunate boy is doubtless the scapegoat,
and they are holding the threat of in-
juring his sister over his head to induce
him to do whatever work has been as-
signed to him. It seems to me that I
have let the dear old home to a gang
uf rascals such as one seldom: meets.
The worst of the whole business is that
wy hands are tied by my promise to
hw-' I re not say anything to the
police. There’s no knowing what would
happen to her if I did. No. I must
think of another way of working it. I'd
help ‘her to fly from the place if she
do so, but she would not consent
h a proposal. . Then, again, if I
brother, what .action will he
Ile might tel me to mind my
own business, and then go.on his own
The answer to my cable to

L may possibly help us a lit-

\\I;H not do to pin teo much

faith upon t
1

temnt?”

“To-night, 'if, possible. At what time
does d’Alvaro retire to rest?”

“Seldomi before midnight,” she an-
swered, “He and Garcia sit in the study
talking' g8 if they were never going to
stop. Then I hear them come upstairs
snd go to their respective rooms.”

“In which wing do they sleep?”’

. “In,that which overlooks the rose gar-
den.”

“I understand,” said Jack. “The east.
And his study is, in the west. That is
very fortunate. It seems strange that
an old boyish escapade should stand me
in such good:stead now. When I was a
Youngster, I ought to be ashamed to say,
I used to go out at night when my father

d everyone else werg in bed, and go
with the_ head-keeper ‘on his rounds, more
for the romance of the thing than for
aLy other reason. I used: to make my
escape by.a way of my ownsthat I dis-
covered by accident. I faney no one

take?

tle, but it

cther day I was having sundry things at-
tended to prior to your arrival I discov-
ered that”it was still in working order.
I intend to utilize Jmy -knowledge to-
night.” & > R

“I shall live in an_agony until T know
that yop have: not been discovered, ‘and
then in another until I hear. what the
result of your visit has been. How soon
and how, will you be able to tell' me?”

“You shall know immediately I am
able to tell you,” he replied. - “I am
afraid it will. not be safe for you to
come_ here to-morrow. Before I leave
the house, however, I will write you a
note, which you must destroy the mo-
fnont you have read it, and will place it
in' a hole in the sun-dial on the south
terrace. Be cautious that no one sees
you take it,”

“I will be more than careful,” she an-
swered_. “But I tremble at the risk you
ére going to rup.”

“It is for your sake,” Jaek murmured.
“For you I would do more than that.”

She blushed a rosy red and looked
away from him. He was tempted to
pirsue his advantage, but he did not do
80. There wonld be time for that later
on if all went well,

“Now,” said Jack, “I think fou had
better be going. I do not want ‘you to
be treated ag you were last night.”

They walked towards the stairs and
ascended by them to the temple above.
Jack-had his hand upon the spring, and
was in the act of pressing it when, to
his horror, he heard the sound'of voices
or the ether sidos

t.pipe and went out to the
‘ndeavor to distract . his
s for a time by, looking ever his
He was not very sucecessful.
I!‘uz afternoon he left home somewhat
I:lr:u-r than on the ‘previous occasion,
it made his way by a.roundabout route
Tw the bridge. He was unable to enter
‘d.,. park for upwards of a quarter of
owing to the presence of two old
1 on the bridge. They were gos-
d resting their baskets on the
Jack felt as if he could
'n them, but there was noth-
but to stroll slowly on down
until they had finished their
When they had proceeded
pective. ways he returned,
Iving made sure that he was un-
!, made his way under the bridge
fastened the grille. A few min-
" he had climbed the hill and
iding in the temple.
ti was no sign of the girl
L. Nor was she in the cave when
:d Ile grew nervous at the
t possibly she might not be
and feit angry with him-
having asked her, in that
the appointment on the
ternoon. A quarter of an
nd still she did not come.
£ how anxious she would be
u, and to hear what he had to
1o had just convinced himself
ling had occurred to prevent
2 when his quick"ears caught
the spring in the panel, and
tter the sound of a light foot-
ne stair reached him.
odne

1ke

IP Fes

" 4 : CHAPTER X.
pect :Itjsxlll\l:\’]'xlfl:?»gl C:l:;g It can be easily imagined iwith what
I another twenty-four hours.” horror aud astonishmgent Trowhiidse
s de Montalva appeared, and
exclamation of pleasure
s the sandy floor to greet

side of the panel in the temple. Inez's
hand npon his arm told him that she

were they to do? Unhappily there was

come before,” she said ¢ ~ .
X ’ | no choice before them. They must wait

tfraid they were “watching |
olonged absence yesterday .
aroused Monsieur d’Al-

.  He cross-examined

» where I had been. He
cannot get out of the park,
vould not if I could. He is,
very suspicious, however.
almost savagely that if I

steal out in the hope of reaching their
respective destinations without

him on the day that he had first spoken

in any revelutionary businéss, ‘he will"

I will commence |

. ‘And ‘When will _you,.make . the.at-.

knows of i# but myself,.and ‘when the’

until the men had gone away, and then |

spoke to anyone here, or endeavored to to Inez. Who the other was it was im-

“The brute’ said Jack, who at that- &udible to the pair on the other side of !
moment felt a strong desire to chastise the wall, .

search for him, for by so doing we may |

| they had a week in which to work?

|

varo’s study I should find some informa- |
tion theré that would be of immense ser- |

i know what would have happened then.
is always loeked when be is not in it, ¢
not do anything while he ;

F i still ‘had "a ‘week in which to do his
*“No¢ It must be'dope when he s not | . :

For '

i careful.

| “Please Heaven in that time we shall
so carefully guarded, and the study more
' out and reconneitre.
{ quite ‘sure that they have really left

. panél was open, passed out into the,
| temple, From what he could see through

"¢idedly excited. Dot; who had been in-

possible to tell They spoke German,
acd everything they ssid was plainly

“I tell you-I saw her come up this
way,” growled the gampkeeper. “I
missed her at the turn of the path, but
that she was coming up Yo this place I
am certain.”

“Then where is she gone?’ his com-
panion.inguired. “There is nowhene for
her fo hide in here. If you are so sure
you saw her come up, produce her.”

“Produce her yourself,” retorted the
other, angrily. “You were told to keep
your eye on her, not me. If you had not
stayed so long talking to Otto this
wounld not have happened. The chief
told you particularly to watch her
movements and to report to him where
she hides herself every afternoon. Thene
will be some trouble when you tell him
that you let her give you the slip.”

“Look here,” replied his companion,
angrily, “I am not going to allow you
to talk to me like this, I am as much a
member of The League of Twelve as you
are, and I'll thank you to be civil to me,
If things had been dope as I wanted
them to be the whole affair would have |
been out of England. As it is there is |
still a week to run, with the chance of |
tfhat young fool bungling it or being |
caught before the work is done.”

Jack felt the hand upon his arm tight-
en its grip. “His knowledge of the lan-
guage the 1en were speaking was |
scarcely equal to the task ef following |
them, but he had no difficulty in gather-
ing that the ‘“young fool” in question
wag Inez's brother.

If the fact that the men following them
to the temple had caused them great
uneasiness it had, nevertheless, relieved |
them somewhat. They knew now fhat |

“Come along, what's the good of wait-
ing here?’ said the gamekeeper. “We
must look for her elsewhere. She may be
back at the house again by this time.”

“Anyone would think ‘that she had a
lover with her, and that she wanted to |
keep out of the way,” remarked the |
other; and then, grumbling as before,
the precious couple took themselves off,
and: their voices died away in the dis-
tance.

“Thank goodness they have gone,”
whispered Jack. “Now we must be more
It was fortunate that we did
not come up a minute before, or we
should have been fape to face with
them:”’ <3

“Fortundte indeed,” Inez replied, “for
then- they would have séen you, I don’t

I tremble even at the thought of it. But
did you hear them say that my brother

work?”
“Yes, I heatrd it,” Jack answered.
have done something. Now let me go

I want to make

this vicinits.”
. He pressed the 'spming, and, when .the

the pillars ‘without showing himself he
felt that the two men really had de-
parted. He therefore returned to Inez.

“I think it is sdfe for you to leave
now,” he said. “If I were you, however,
I should make my way back by the path
that leads to the lake. -As they came in
that direction and will now be .looking
for you' further qu_they, will be, scarcely
likely to see you then.”

“I will do so. If fo-night you discover
anything of imporfance you will place
the message in the hole of the sun-dial?”

“I will not fail,” he answered.

She gave him her hand for a moment
and then walked guickly away in the
direction Jack had indicated. He, on his
side, remained a short time longer in the
temple, then he took his departure, Step-
ping ‘cantiously, and keeping a wary eye
open for any sign of .the enemy, he, at
length reached the stream and hastened
along it to the bridge. It was not until
he stood on the bridge itself that he
breathed freely.

“Hagd they caught me with Inez. there
would have beer no end of trouble,” he
said to himself; as he walked rapidly in
the direction of the stile that led to the
meadow-path. “To-night I shall have
to be even more careful. Thank good-
ness there is no moon.”. Then with a
laugh he continued; “It is not every man
who commits a burglarly in his own
house, and in the interests of a pretty
girl - to whom he has spoken but three
times.. I wender what.the neighborhood
would say if it"knew about it?” 5

Probably it was the thought of the
“coming. adyenture  that was respeasible
for it, but that evening Jack ‘was de-

formed of the visit of the Grotto, no-

ticed it, and-ascribed his agitation to this

1

Handsome costume q‘.’; black taffeta applique over ‘plain black silk. - The
!oose fronts and drooping, sleeves are of black liberty satin, of which the girdle
is’ also made. The (.‘Ollﬂl" ,Of Irish point lace forms an effective finish to-the gown.

An imported ‘model iq!‘loopnrd panne velvet, with a rolling collar and loose

vest of white lace strapped with the velvet.

front and a blouse baek,

The jacket has a pleated kimona

with small rostilions attached to a narrow belt. The

cause. She herself had been much up- ! back of the skirt is laid i box-pleats as far as the side-backs seams.

set that afternoon by an article-in one
of the daily papers which commented |
upon her lover’s absemce, and Which 4
tkrew out certain insinuafions accounting |
for his mysterious disappearance. Know- |
ing that this would wupset her brothm‘wE
she said nothing to him upon the sub-
ject, but, like the: plucky girl she was, [
bore . her trouble in silemce. At ten |
o’clock: she refired, while Jack made his '
way to the study and lit a pipe, and sat
down to think over what he was about'!
to do. = At half-past eleven he went to
his bedroom and changed his evening at- ;
tire for a dark shooting suit. In plagei
of his boots he put on a pair of tennis
shoes. A dark cap campleted hig cos- |
tume. That work completed he descend- ,
ed to his study once more, where he
stood for a few moments before a lock-
ed cabinet at the further end of - the |
room, ‘

“Shall I or shall I not?”’ was the ques- |
tion he was putting to himself. The:n
he added: ‘“Well, perhaps after all it
would be safer.”

Taking a key -from his pocket he open-
ed. the door. Inside were his cherished
guns, and on &/ &helf a formidable-look-
ing Colt’s revolver 'This he loaded, and,

| pocket
heard the sound of voices on the other |

|
|
|

had become aware of their danger. What f

{
|

|

{

the | that if he did not return by breakfast- |
others becoming aware that they had!time she had better communicate with |
been there. One of the men, for Jack | the police Then he left the house quiet- |
recognized Lim by his voice, was the | ]y and set off on his perilous undertak-
Germap gamekeeper, who had accosted | jng.

when he had done so, dropped it into his

“] pray I may noti have to use it,”” he
said, ‘“put,. seeing the class of ‘gentle~
men I may have to meet, it's just as
well to be prepared for any contingency.

In case anything should happen to him
he took the precaution of writing a note
to his sister, in which he informed her
that he was going up to the Castle, and

It was a_bright, starl

! where

a little breeze blowing, light enough for
him to be able to see his way, but dark
enough to give him some protection. He
had carefully - considered his route be-
fore setting out, and was!ef the opinion

that it would be best and ‘safest for him !
to make his way up to the house by the |

path he had followed on the day that
he had first spoken to Inekz. He would
then be less likely to meet the keepers,
while it would also enable him to pro-
ceed direct to the side ofithe house he
was so anxious to reach

It wag nearly one o’clock by the time
he reached the tree by ‘which he had
scaled the fence on the.previous occa-
sion.
he pulled himself up as before and drop-
ped as lightly as a cat npon the soft

ground on. the other side. He stood there |

for a few moments listening, but the
hoot of an owl was the only sound he
could hear. Picking his way carefully

i he set off in the direction, of the house,

No American Scout er Red Skin could
have been more careful ‘than he was,
nor could they have shown better wood-
craft. Keeping in the deepest shadow,
hastening forward when the land was
favorable, and proceeding more slowly
there was any chance of his
making a noise, he advanced until he
stood at the foot of the steps of ihe
terrace, on which stood the sun-dial that
he hoped would play such an important
part in the events of fhe evening. He
felt his heart beating quicker as he
erossed the smooth-shaven lawn, gnd

| approached his old home. ) Never when
a boy had he dreamt of such ap adven- |

ture as that upon which he was now en-
gaged. :

Keeping well ‘n the aeeper shadow. of

ighi n}gh&t, with § the house, ne made his way along until | the top.

Taking a firm grasp of the bough !

1' he reached a spot about half way dewn
the wing. s

“Let’s hope I am wot too broad now
| to crawl through that window,” he said,
as he stooped over an iron grating a few
feet from thed wall,

<~ vigorous pull lifted the grating: from
its place, and he placed it carefully and
noiselessly against the wall.
vawned a black well some five feet deep,

habit of creaking, as he was well aware, )
apd he dreaded lest the sound should
echo through the silent house. Once

| more luck favored him, for mno ome ap-

#¢han & diary,-and; presumably;.since he..

T'dAlvaro,

| did not fit the lock in the desk?

. companied me, ‘also P, G.”

the terms had been seftled for the Eng-

| he regarded with peculiar interest.

! strueted P. G.”
At his feet |

He dropped into this and, as he knew |

he woul® do, found himself standing
beforé a small window. The latter was
bolted, but he was prepared for that.
Taking his knife from his pocket, he
thrust it between the sashes. The bolt
i shot back with a clatter that almost
brought his heart to his mouth.  He
waited for a few moments to see if the
noise had attracted attention, but it did
not appear to have done so. Then, as
softly as he knew how, he raised the
lower part of the window. When

it |

would go no further he went down on |

his hands and knees and crept in, his
shoulders touching on either side. Once
in the house he felt for the left-hand
wall, and by this felt his way until his

right hand came into contact with the |

door. The room was unused and
furnished, and@ had once been kept as'a
bedroomi- for a valet or footman. Tt
opened into the stone-flagged corridor
that terminated at the servants’ hall,
and commenced at the foot of the back
staircase. On the flags his india-rubber
soles made but little noise,
i was familiar with every inch of hig sur-
roundings, he went forward as quickly
as circumstances would permit.
]iug the stairs, he asceuded them, and
| softly pushed open the swing-door at

o e e Y3

Reach- |
i be carried out.

an- |

and as he |

peared to hear it. Another short pass-
age brought him into the main hall. He
smiled as he thought of his ancestors,
who were looking down at him from
their canvasses wpon the wall. What
¢id they think of this strange business?

“I hope they would have done the
same had they been in my place,” he
thought, as he tiptoed along fowards .the
room which was used by d’Alvaro as a
study. He had brought a key with him
which he kpew would fit the Jock, and
he had oiled it carefully so that it
should not make any mnoise,

Reaching the door he first looked care-
fully underneath in order to make sure -
that there was no light within. He had
no desire to open it, and then find him-
self standing face to face with d’Alvaro.
There was no light, however, so he pro-
ceeded with his work with as much dis-
patch as possible. - The key moved
easily in the lock, and, having turned
the handle, he opened the door and step-
ped into the room. So far all had gone"
well, but as yet he was but at the com-
mencement of his enterprise. What if"
the other key he had brought with him |
What
then? " A very few moments would set-'!
le it once and for all. 1

Having tlosed the door softly behind !
him and lighted a candle he looked '
about him. The desk which he remem-
bered so well stood at the further end
of the room and was a solid mahogany
affair, worthy of the room. of which
it farmed part of the furniture. In the
centre of the apartment was a table now
littered with papers and books. He
glanced casually at them, and noticed
thal they were almost exclusively for- "
eign. Indeed, there was only one Eng-
lish paper he could see amongst them, “A
small bronze tray, almost filled with
cigar ash, and a curiously-shaped paper-
knife added to the litter of the table.
Without furthér waste of time, he cross-
ed to-the desk and sat down before it.
Taking from his waistcoat pocket the
pulicate ' key that belonged to the desk, ’
and which he had fofrgotien to hand éver
when d’Alvaro had taken the place, he !
inserted it into the lock of one of the i
drawers. Much to his satisfaction, the’
lock had neot been changed. A turn of
the wrist, and the drawer was opened. !
It contained'a numbeér of neatly tied dp !
packages, labelled in ‘French. {
amined them carefully; sohre were bills, |
and ‘these he placed in ‘the drawer, feel=
ifig that they had mno interest for him, |
others consisted of cuttings from news- I
papers, with the date written in red ink ;
upon the top; these he placed on one side
to be looked at later; others were let-!
ters, evidently written by a female and
in Italian. As he had 'no knowledge of |
that language, however, these were use-
less to him. 'There were others in Span- !
ish which' were equally unintelligible. A |
German packet{ he thought he might be !
ablé to manage, though he was by no
means sure, ' Next- he came upon an ae-
count-book which was filled with mys-

|
y

terious figures, which told him nething.{

This he pluced among those papers he
could not understand, and once more
proceeded with his investigations. When
he had exhausted this:drawer, he turned
his attention to another. In that he dis-
covered what he knew +to. be his most
precious find. One glance at it showed
him that it was npthing ,more or less.|
found ‘it: :where he didy it belonged te

He opened it wil eager interest and
scanned the pages. Inez had told him
the date on which they had left Rome,
and he hastened fo turn up the emtry
for that day. Yes, here it was.

“Bade farewell to Rome. I. M. ac- |
The I. M,
referred to could only be Inez Montalva, |
while the P. G. could only be Pédro
Garcia. - The néxt enitry was Milan.

“All well so far. Had interview with
X. M, M. reported to have :crossed
border safely. . Left for Paris.” :

The next day showed a brief entry to
the effect that they had only remained
three days in, the French capital, that |

lish house, and.I. M. was proving ob-
stinate. % ’

Under the last was. this significant
observation:

+L ‘have given  her plainly to under-,
stand what ‘her  position is, -and what
the result will be if she atfempts to play
us false.”

Later there was: the description - of
their arrival at the Castle, and on the
same day -a paragraph that-Jack r(_md
more than -once, but found-some diffi-
culty in understanding. It was as fol-
lows:

“Reccived great shock, but have placed
matters on .an eminently  satisfactory
footing. No evil will result—but prompt
action was necessary.

Did this refer to Jim Ormby? If it
did, what was the prompt action that
was so necessary? Jack felt that he}
would have given something to have |
been able to read the riddle. Three !
days later he found a statement which |

“J, T. gone to Liverpool. Have in-

Though he searched diligently for it,
he could ‘not find any metion of the
aunonymous letter. If & Alvaro had |
written it he had made no mention of ;
it in his diary. He turned back a few
pages to see what had happened prior
{o their leaving Rome, and on one day
found that M. M., -the luekless Manuel,
had received his notice, and was to be
ready to start in two days’ time, There
was another statement tg the effect that
it was only fair that M. should have
been chosen, seeing that he was a son |
of the soil. |

“Then he's in Spain, that's evident,” |
said Jack to himseif. 5, at legst,
is one point gained. Now, if I can only
find out in what town he is, I shall feel
that I am getting nearer the heart of
the matter.”

But how he was to do that was some-
what more difficult to decide. He search- !
ed the book in vain for any reference
that might give him the hint he wanted.
There

|
|
|
i

|
were initials in plenty, and once
or twicd those of the young man; none
of them, however, had any connection
with Spain. Then he remembered what
one of the men had said in the temple |

| that afternoon, concerning the week that |

{

That door had a diabolical Y date in question.

must elapse before a cerfain work could |
He immediately turned
the pages until he reached that of tbe l
In the top left-hand ;|

He' ex- |*

{ Once more''he ‘tiptoed down the
| and,

F s it (i‘«;be continued.)

{ Milne,

i would

| remuneration for .such. J.

—— ]

corner a cross had been drawn in red
ink, and undeérneath it the initials M. M.
in brackets. While he was glad to have
his suspicions confirmed, this told him
little. He wanted the name of the
town, for umtil hc ~v' shat he knew he
was powerless to act,

When he had convinced himself that
nothing more was to be learnt from the
diary, he turned his attention to tHe
letters, beginning with those in Germayg.
These he found gifficult to read, and ap-
parently of no great significance when
he had demg¢ go. Those in Freneh, he
could manage better, and it was in one'
of these that he made his next import-
ant discovery, The writer, who was

| plainly a person of some culture, in-

quired . after. the health of the young
Spaniard, who had such a beautiful
sister, and went on to ask when a cer-
tain: event avas to take place. “If my
opinion were ‘asked,” he went on, “not
until in the menth, and only af Madrid,
where the effect would be better and the
opportunity more certain.” The remain-
der of the Jetter had no bearing upom
the case. He picked up the next and read
that. It did not, however, reward him,
nor were amny of the others: kinder to
him, ¢ )
Taking upia sheet of paper, he made
nates upen it concerning his various dis-
coveries and placed it in his pocket. AN -
things considered, he had been fairly -
suecessful. - It is true he did not know
the young man’s actual address, but he
knew- that he was in Madrid, and lLe had
a week before him in which to find cut
the rest. He thereupon teok another
sheet of paper and penned a short note
to Inez, teling her of his discoveries,

"and asking hker. to furnish himy with the

portrait she.had promised him, and also
As strong-an-appeal to the youth to give
‘up the business upon which he was en-
gaged as -she knew how to write. Im
order that she:might have an opportun- '
ity of deing .so without incurring sus- *
picion, he :would send a youth who
might. be trusted@ up to the Castle punc-
tually at eleven o’clock, when she must’
make it her business to discover a means
of intercepling him and of handing him
thee portrait. . Fer the present, he did
not think itvwould be prudent for ‘them
{o attempt-to meef, but he would write
to he¥ and find a means of placing his
letters ingide the panel at thke temple.
This ‘important business being ‘finish-
ed, he placéd@ the letter in hisapocket and
rose‘to«depart. His glance at the eclock
upon the chimuey-piece showed him’ that
he had been more than an hodr in the
House,
" Having made' sure that he had left
nothing behind him to reveal the fact
that he had beew there, he quietly. open-
ed the door, and, when he was outside,
closed ‘and locked it behind him. Now,
with a little’bit of luck, he ought to be
able to get out'of the hquse unobserved.
hall,
having opened the creaking swing-
door, --descended' to the basement. He
reached the empty room in safety, and
once -more clambered through the win-
dow. . To -replace the grating was the
work:sef “a mbment, and that done he
commenced his homeward journey, patis-

|'ing at the sun-dial to deposit the note

he had writtén to Inez ' His return to
the spot where he had entered the park
was accomplished without accident, and,
Wwhen the clock in his study struck three,
hd was standing before it congratulating
himself ‘oiv the 'success which had at- "
tended -his st 'effort in burglary.

QUESTION OF INFIRMARY

Discussed at Conference Thursday
Afternoon—Isolation Hospital.

Thel Mayor, 'some of the Jubilee hos-

pital"directoss anid a number of ‘citizeqs, "

interdstéd i s ‘establishment ‘6f" ‘an
{nfirmary .in'the.city had a conference
Thursday afternoon. The proposal is
for, the ity to erect an additional build-
ing on the hospital grounds and hang it
and the Tsolation hospital over to the
Jubileé nospitaPhurhorities, It is point- !
ed out that!'ds"infirmary would- relieve "
the -Idtger institution of several chronic

cases, which; iy the interésts of the hos-

pital) should be'ix some other place. At
present the Jubilee hospifal must care
for 'them, and enly recently three appli-
cants ‘were' tiimed away cwing to the
beds beinz oceupied by the chronic cases
referred to. '

The question of turning over the Islo-
lation " hospital ‘te' Jubilee supervision is
aiso being colgidéred. This instituiion
eould be conducted in cofnection with
the other establishment on a far more
ccoromicdl basis than at presemt, Now
the ecity has to pay $25 a week for each

. while by an inerease in the Jubi-
less staff the éxpenditure in this diree-
tion' would be madle much less,

Last year the" Isolation hospital cost
the city $3,274:

In conneetion with the Jubilee hopital
it is ‘estimat¢d“the cost would be about
half as large. Until this matter is
settled the board of health had ordered,
that monthly reports regarding the Iso-
lation hospitil‘‘be sent to the finance
committee, 50:that the council will know
exaetly how it stands. There were pres-
ent at yesterddy's meeting besides, the
Mayor, Bishdp Perrin, Canon Paddon,
Major Dupont, ‘Mrs. Herbert, of the Dis-
trict Nursing Association; R. 8. Day,
T. Shotbolt, A. Wilson, E. A. Lewis and
Jas. Forman, *

AN EX _(‘;UTIVI‘} OFFICER.

Railvay Committee Appoint 7.

Welby-Solomon as Assistant
Secretary.

Island

There was @ meeting of the Island Rail-
wey BExtension committee on Friday after- |
noon. His Worship the Mayor, Dr, G. L.
J. L. Beckwith, John Jardine, C:
H,-Lugrin, R. Hall, M. P. P, vy
Helmcken, K. C., M. P. P,, T. W. Pater-
son, M. P. P., Ald. Yates, D. R. Harris, ,
C. RE., and John' Piercy aere present.

The meeting was. called largely in order
to appoint an Assistant secretary, who, ,
have charge of the cierical work
in connection -with the committee, provision
having. been made by the city council for
Welby-Selocmon
was elected to that position. e

Dr. Miine introduced a motion providing
that an explanation should be sent by the
secrctary to the Nanaimo committee so
to remove all misunderstanding in*the n
ter.- The meotion was carried. It
pointed out that those attending the mee
ing in Victoria from other points on the
Isltand had been inciuded in the gencral
committee,

This committee verbally reported that
progress was.being made in the work in
hand.

Bicycles are nmow used in the armies of
nearly all thée vc‘lvlllzed nations,

w38y




