
last Issued by a Conservative minister 
of the interior, as follows:
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The total for the eighteen years ' is 

62,199; multiplied by 1^60, it gives a total 
of 9,952,840 acres granted to homestead
ers under the eighteen years of Conser
vative rule—homesteaders who, in the 
closing years of the Conservative re
gime, wore smooth the trails leading 
across the international boundary, in 
such numbers did they abandon the 
country.

Thus we have taken the charge made 
by the Ottawa Journal, which, in much 
the same terms, is being made by Con
servative newspapers from one end of 
Canada to the other, and put to it the 
touchstone of fact. At once it reveals 
itself not as truth but as falsehood; not 
as a welt-based charge, but as a care-, 
fully concocted slander, 
shows that the Liberals have been true 
to their promise to keep the land for 
the settler. Thirty-five million acres 
of land which have passed from the 
Crown to homesteaders under simple 
conditions of settlement since the Lib
erals took office, is the unanswerable 
proof of the truth of this statement; 
and if further evidence is needed, 
surely it is supplied in the action of 
the government in setting aside, ex
clusively for settlers, the thirty million 
acres of land which reverted to it upon 
the termination of the railway 
serves.

SAYS THE BYLAW 
IS MEANINGLESS
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LAWYER ATTACKS THE
PARKS REGULATIONS

1885 1894
1886 1895
1887 1896

H. H. Shandley Considers 
Them Badly Drawn—Can

not Understand Them.

(From Wednesday’s Daily).
Another city by-law come in for rough 

handling in the police court this morn
ing in the course of the hearing of a 
charge against George W. Mitchell of 
allowing his dog to run at large in 
Beacon Hill. H. H. Shandley, who ap- 
pared for Mr. MitcheU, attacked the 
by-law from several sides, saying it 
was void on account of its uncertainty, 
and Magistrate Jay agreed with him 
that it was badly drawn in places. The 
case eventually dismissed, as the mag
istrate held that under the by-law it 
was necessary to prove that the dog 
in question was in the park with the 
knowledge of its owner, something that 
the prosecution was unable to do, Mr. 
Moore, city prosecutor, informing the 
court that if this view held it would 
be absolutely impossible to enforce this 
portion of the parks board regulations.

The charge against Mr. Mitchell 
that he allowed his dog to be in Beacon 
Hill park last Sunday without the ani
mal being on leash, coqntrary to the 
provisions of section 12 of the parks 
board regulations. As soon as the case 
had been called, Mr. Shandley arose 
with the remark: “Before the case pro
ceeds I want to attack the by-law—ae 
usual.” ,

Mr. Moore, who had just seen the in
formation for the first time, asked that 
it be amended. The name of the by-law 
mentioned in the inforamtion was the 
“Parks board regulation 
whereas it should be the “Parks board 
regulation confirmation by-law.” After 
the amendment had been made it was 
found that while section 5 of the by
law provided that the latter name be 
used, section 10 of the regulations, 
which form part of the by-law, makes 
the former name the official one.

The record

re- was

FATAL DUEL BETWEEN EDITORS.

Manzanillo, Sept. 1.—In a duel on 
Sunday night which was the outcome 
of a political quarrel, Manuel Ellas, 
editor of the Cbnservative El Vllante, 
was shot and killed by Manuel Es
trada, editor of the Liberal paper El 
Reporter, and also Liberal candidate 
for congressman.

by-law,"
ANOTHER ROYAL CITY

PIONEER IS NO MORE

Capt T. Ackerman was Highly 
Respected Citizen—His 

Care.er.
Mr. Shandley attacked the by-law on 

that score. The whole by-law, he also 
said, was void on account pf uncertain
ty. After reading the whole by-law a 

could not tell what it meant “I 
Perhaps Mr.

person
can't understand It.
Moore1 can’,”£ added? Mr. S Shandley.
MMr.e Moore replied ltha't'-.'MrJ.eMKchell 

not charged with an offence 
against the whole by-law, but only a 
portion of it, and as long as that part 

all right the magistrate could con
vict under it.

Mr. Shandley’s next point was that 
no offence was created by section 12 of

this

New Westminster, Sept. L—With the 
dawn yesterday another of the pio
neers of the Royal City breathed his' was
last, leaving one more blank to remain 
unfilled among the ranks of the many 
who counted him a friend. Captain 
Thernon Ackerman has for some time 
been in ill-health, and three weeks ago 
was compelled to seek treatment at 
the hospital. He was operated upon, 
and it appeared that he would pull 
through successfully until a few days 
ago, when He suffered a relapse, falling 
lower^and lower until the end came. 
^The*. late Captain Ackerman was 69 
years of age, and was a native of New 
York. For many years he lived a rov
ing life in the States, a greater portion 
of earlier days being spent in Califor
nia. In 1887 he came to New Westmin
ster and made it his home, and with 
a brother, O. B. Ackerman, started a 
contracting business, afterwards aban
doning this for a sash and door factory 
on the North Arm. In 1888 he was ap
pointed chief of the fire department 
with J. H. Watson, the present chief, 
as second, Captain Ackerman holding 
the position for ten years. Leaving 
fire fighting to Chief Watson, Captain 
Ackerman turned to steamboating, and 
in partnership with Captain Croll, 
bought the Strangér, a small tug still 
operating on the river, 
bought out the interest of his partner 
and took into partnership his brother- 
in-law, E. B. Nobles, who in turn ob
tained full possession. Captain Acker
man was proffered the command of the 
government cruiser Georgia, which po
sition he retained until his death. He 

of only one society, the

was

the regulations,, under which 
charge was laiçL, All it said was: “No 
dogs shall-be. allowed within the pre
sets of B^a.con.,.11111 park except in 
toash. All dçgs found in the parks and 
public places, unaccompanied by the 

çusto^iàn, may be Impound
ed.” The ,<mly provision' for a penalty 

in section 7 of the regulations, 
which read: “The commission of any 
act or the omission to do any act 
contained in the foregoing regulations 
will render any person found guilty of 
an infraction liable to prosecution as if 
an infraction of a lawful regulation or 
requirement of the, council of city of 
Victoria, and will render such person, 
upon conviction, liable to a fine not 
exceeding $50 for each offence, or one 
month’s imprisonment.”

Reading these it was seen, said Mr. 
Shandley, that Mr. Mitchell could not 
be charged with an offence under the 
by-law.

Mr. Moore in reply read sub-section 
4 of section 84 of the Municipal Clauses 
Act to show that where persons are not 
specifically enjoined to observe any 
lawful regulation or requirement of any 
by-law, a breach of any such regula
tion or requirement nevertheless con
stituted a breach of the by-law, pun
ishable in the same way as if the of
fence charged were specifically enjoin
ed or forbidden. This, he said, com
pletely met Mr. Shandley’s point.

Magistrate Jay: “There is no ques
tion that section 7 is badly drawn, but 
my duty is to try to extract some sense 
out of it. That provides a penalty.”

Mr. Shandley: “But it doesn’t create 
an offence. It doesn’t say that the 
owner of the dog may be proceeded 
against.”

Mr. Moore referred the court to the 
judgment of Chief Justice Hunter in 
the case of Victoria vs. the Esquimalt 
Water Works Company, in which the 
Full court held that it was the duty 
of the bench to make sense out of any 
enactment unless the words were per
fectly unmanageable. In that case a 
word had been left out of the by-law, 
and the Chief Justice held that that 
did not affect its legality.

Mr. Shandley replied by quoting Lord 
Halsbury in a recent judgment to show 
that the court was not at liberty to do 
this.

Mr. Moore: “That was in the case of 
an agreement, not in the case of a by
law. He said that all meaningless 
clauses should be stricken out of an 
agreement.”

Mr. Shandley: “There are lots of 
meaningless clauses In our civic by
laws.”

The magistrate ruled against Mr. 
Shandley on the various points raised, 
and taking of evidence was commenced.

David Dixon England, superintend
ent of parks and boulevards, was the 
first witness. He swore that Mr. 
Mitchell’s dog, a collie, had given a lot 
if trouble at Beacon Hill park, and as 
a result it had several times been taken 
in charge and given to the pound- 
keeper, but Mr. Mitchell had always 
secured it again, x Sunday it had been 
caught by Lane, one of the parks 
board employees, and turned over to 
the poundkeeper.

Henry Charles Lane swore to having 
caught the dog in the park on Sunday 
not in leash, and William Hilliard 
Craig, city poundkeeper, told of hav
ing taken the dog in charge Monday, 
and of having delivered it at Mr. 
Mitchell’s residence.

Magistrate Jay: “No knowledge on 
the part of Mr. Mitchell has * been 
proved. I think it is necessary to prove 
knowledge.”

Mr. Moore: “If your honor holds that

owner or

was

Later he

was a member 
Knights of Pythias, in which he at
tained the highest rank, grand chan
cellor, also becoming a jnember of the 
New Westminster branch of the uni
form rank, at present non-existent. A 
handsome residence for the captain is 
now almost completed at the corner of 
Sixth avenue and Eighth street.

The late Captain Ackerman leaves 
to mourn him a widow, a daughter, 
Mrs. Melville Bryson, of Ashcroft, two 
brothers, Asa Ackerman, of Sumas,, 
customs officer, and O. B. Ackerman, 
at present in California, and a sister, 
Mrs. Boley. The funeral will be con
ducted by the Knights of Pythias with 
full honors on Wednesday afternoon.

ENGLAND’S FAITH IN 
CANADA’S UNDERTAKINGS

Bank of Montreal Big Factor in 
Maintaining Good 

Credit.

Vancouver, Sept. 1.—Despite the re
cent depression Canada’s credit in Eng
land continues to stand high, accord
ing to F. W. Taylor, manager of the 
London, Eng., branch of the Bank of 
Montreal. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are 
here on a holiday trip.

“Our bank,” he said, “has made 
more issues in the last few years than 
any other bank in the metropolis, and 
since its establishment there has never 
bonded any issue whereof interest and 
principal have not been paid at matur
ity. The discrimination our Institu
tion has shown has largely contrbuted 
to maintaining the credit of Canada in 
the English money market.

“The credit of all provincial govern
ments, municipalities and railroads 
will be much higher, if they adopt the 
practice of the imperial government in 
selecting undoubted channels through 
which to place their loans, instead of 
hawking them about. The public suc
cess of an issue is of the utmost im
portance, where frequent appeals have 
to be made to the money market, and 
the effect that the negotiation of a loan 
will have on future borrowing should 
always be borne in mind.”

atii
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INDIANS HAVE 
A GRAND TIME

TAKING CHARGE 
AT OIL HELDS

view it is impossible to enforce the 
regulations. It would be impossible for 
the prosecution to provide such evi
dence. Isn't it necessary for the de
fence to prove that they have taken all 
reasonable means to prevent the dog 
being in the park?”

Mr. Jay dismissed the charge, but in
doing so advised Mr. Mitchell to take JOHNS HAS GONE
all the precautions he could to prevent 
his dog from getting Into the park, as 
dogs had unquestionably done a lot of 
damage there and constituted a nuis
ance, which must be abated.

THE CONDI' 
IN AU;

BIG POTLATCH GIVEN
BY JACOB CHIRPS

LECTURER OESCj 
RESULTSTO PINCHER CREEK

p2sth!o He Will Take Management of
keep the dog from trespassing In the L0C3l COITlDany’S Petrol-
park, and he would try to prevent a r
recurrence of the trouble. gUÎTI Property.

Young People From Different 
Tribes Wedded on 

Reserve.

Rev. E. T. Dunsta 
to Union of Li 

and Labi
BUILDING BOOM. V

(From Wednesday’s Daily).
To-day C. C. Johns, of this city, left 

for Fincher Creek, Alberta, where he 
will take the active management of 
the Canadian North West Oil Com-

There have been great celebrations 
on the Indian reserve'during the past t 
week, where upwards of 1,000 Indians ^ 
have been gathered coming for the 
most part from the Fraser river and 
Rivers’ Inlet fishing grounds, where 
they have had employment during the 
fishing season. Nearly all are West 
Coast Indians and their number has 
been gradually reduced during the 
past few days, many going home and 
others leaving for the hop fields in the 
United States.

During the stay here there has been 
a grand potlatch, when Jacob Chipps, 
a West Coast Indian, gave away $1,- 
000 in money and goods among his 
friends. Of this amount over $700 was 
in cash and the remainder in goods.

Chipps, it will be remembered, made 
a heroic effort to save the life of his 
daughter and her child in the waters 
of the Straits of Georgia last year. In 
recognition of his services he wears th^ 
medal of the Royal Humane Society. 
Recently he was moved to give a pot
latch making the annual gathering on 
the local reserve the occasion for it.

But the potlatch of Jacob Chipps has 
not been the only merry-making in 
which the tribesmen have engaged. A 
wedding of great importance has been
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Permits to Erect Structures Dealt 
With by Ladysmith Council.

VLadysmith, Aug. 31. — There is no 
denying the fact that Ladysmith is 
enjoying a mild building boom. Half pany’s works. This step has been de

cided upon at a recent meeting of the 
at the city council to-night, all re- exécutlve o( the company which has 
questing permission from the council 
to erect buildings of some kind. It Is 
possible that the boom will yet grow 
to larger proportions if the hopes of as a result of the boring operations 
Mayor Nicholson are realized.

His Worship last week took a trip to 
Vancouver to interview Mr. Marpole 
with respect to the city’s electric light 
debentures. He had had to wait two 
days to see Mr. Marpole, but he had 
been compensated by a thoroughly sat
isfactory interview. Mr. Marpole had 
promised him that he would visit the 
town this week, when he would go over 
the ground and discuss a site for the 
power house and also take up the 
question of a patch of land for a public 
park and recreation ground.

Meantime he had asked Mr. Nichol
son not to try to dispose of the city 
debentures. He expected to hear from 
Vice-President McNichol on the sub-

a dozen communications were read

its headquarters in Victoria in view of 
the wonderful showing at the oil fields

now being carried on by the eastern
excellentexperts. The prospects are 

and members of the company are en
thusiastic over the conditions.

Last evening at the Empress hotel 
the members of the board of manage
ment gave a dinner in honor of Mr. 
Johns before he left for the fields. 
About a dozen were present and after 
partaking of the splendid spread a short 
toast list followed with Joseph Peir- 
son presiding. The King was honored 
and toasts were also included to the 
host, Mr. Johns, the company, its offi
cers, etc.

Mr. Johns recently visited the pro
perty In company with Y. W. McCarter 
and W. Turpel, of this city. Their 
faith in the proposition was so 
strengthened by the visit that the 
first move on their return was to pur
chase more stock.

At last evening’s dinner each of 
these visitors to the property spoke of 
the conditions they found there and 
expressed their entire satisfaction with 
the outlook. All the directors, in view 
of recent developments, are determined 
to retain all their holdings and the 
most of them are in search of any 
other stock of the company that can 
be obtained.

The prospects are indeed bright for 
the Canadian North West Oil Com
pany and there is every Indication ac
cording to all the reports received 
from the property that it will soon be 
a producer of oil.

At the dinner last night great credit 
was bestowed upon the secretary of 
the organization, Anthony Anderson, 
who had handled the affairs in such 
a way as to give the company the 
very best value for the money sub
scribed. It was pointed out that the 
other members of the board of directors 
had likewise given their services with
out recompense and that the affairs 
had been conducted In a most economi
cal way. This method of doing busi
ness at a time when-the company’s af
fairs were not in as prosperous a con
dition as at present had good results. 
Wonderful unanimity was shown to 
prevail among the officers of the com
pany, which was remarked upon by T. 
D. Veitch, manager of the Royal Bank 
who was present and the greatest en
thusiasm with respect to the results 
was manifested. A. Maxwell Muir re
counted the early history of the or
ganization when difficulties had to be 
encountered but he felt with the .others 
that from now on all would be clear 
sailing.

ject, and had every reason to believe 
that the company would take them 
up. If definite reply is received this 
week, and a site selected, work can be 
commenced right away.

STRANGE OCCURRENCE
AT LADYSMITH

Fire Wardens to Investigate an 
Alleged Attempt at 

Arson.

Ladysmith, Aug. 31.—Rather a sen
sational affair was ventilated at to
night’s meeting of the city council. 
On Thursday morning of last week 
certain evidence of what looked to be 
an attempt at arson was discovered in 
the Lewis shaving parlors in the Ste
vens' block. This, it may be said, is a 
large building at the corner of Gatacre 
street and Third avenue, the ground 
floor of which is rented by Messrs. H. 
T. Lewis and Wm. Hooper, while the 
upper story Is occupied by roomers.

On Wednesday evening when Mr. 
Lewis returned to his room about 9.30, 
he noticed a strong smell of coal oil, 
and on examining the place he found 
the paper in the corner of the room 
stained and saturated with coal oil al
most from roof to. floor. He thought 
that perhaps the thing had been caus
ed by a tin of oil being upset, and in 
the morning made inquiries.

There had been no coal oil upset, and 
the question was and is, how had the 
stuff got there. Mrs. Reid, daughter 
of Mrs. A. Stevens, owns the property, 
and Mr. Reid at once proceeded to look 
into the matter. As soon as he had 
seen what Mr. Lewis had to show him, 
he concluded that the oil had come 
from Mr. Hooper’s side of the walL 
He was led to this, conclusion by the 
facts that a closet in Mr. Hooper’s 
store ran up to the partition wall, that 
the wall was* not boarded right up to 
the roof, and that the coal oil stains 
did not begin from the ceiling.

He called Mr. Hooper in, showed him 
what they had found, and asked him 
what he thought of it. Mr. Hooper 
said he didn’t know what to think; but 
there was no coil oil in his store at all.

This occurred on the Thursday morn
ing, and on the Friday he took a car
penter in and got him to cut into the 
partition where the oil stains were 
worst. When a hole had been cut they 
found the space between the two walls 
packed with fine paper, which Mr. 
Reid, in addressing the council, de
clared to have been saturated with 
coal oil. They left everything as they 
found it, and he called in Constable 
Collander and afterwards Mr. Hooper.

“No charges were made,” concluded 
Mr. Reid. He only said that the coal 
oil had come from Mr. Hooper’s side 
of the wall, and he now asked the fire 
wardens to order an investigation. In 
his opinion the matter was serious 
enough to justify such action. Who
ever was responsible for it had jeopar
dized about fifteen lives, as well as 
threatened the destruction of thou
sands of dollars worth of property. 
For the future protection of property- 
holders1 in the city he therefore asked 
for an investigation. The fire wardens 
accordingly were Instructed to1 look 
into the matter, and authorized to or
der an investigation if they thought

JACOB CHIPPS,
Who Has Just Given a Potlatchj

celebrated on the reserve and the fes
tivities in connection with it have just 
closed. The bride was a Nit-Nat, 
while the brave she selected belonged 
to the Clayqquot tribe.

The camp of the former tribe on the 
south shore of' the reserve was the 
scene of the marriage, which was con
ducted in the Indian manner, 
bride was beautifully arrayed and to 
the Accompaniment of many unex
plainable motions and movements on 
the part of those in attendance the 
wedding was accomplished.

Speech-making played an important 
part and as both bride and groom be
long to important families in their re
spective tribes, stress was laid on the 
significance of the event. It was point
ed out that feuds between the Nit-Nats 
and the Clayoquots could be expected 
to rest for ever now that they were 
joined in this way.

Afterwards the bride and groom, ac
companied by their friends, went 
around to the camp of the Clayoquots 
above the railway bridge and there the 
festivities were continued with more 
“wania” was in order.

During the whole of the time the In
dians have been here there has been 
an absence of drinking or crime on 
their part. Thomas O’Connell, the spe
cial officer, is in the city and has kept 
a watchful eye on the movements of 
them. In no small measure is the 
quietness of the camp due to his 
watchfulness.

The

FACING AWFUL CHARGE,
HE CONFESSES BIGAMY

Mining Man Accused of Grue
some Crime in Nome 

Breaks Down.

Seattle, Sept. 1.—Bigamist by his own 
confession of last night when brought 
face to face in the local police station 
with his first wife, Mrs. Cora Johnston 
Tasch, whom he deserted in Omaha a 
few months after their marriage in 
1903, Lee A. Johnston, charged with the 
murder of his second wife, Belle Gil
christ, whose body he interred in the 
frozen earth under his cabin in Nome 
and later dismembered and cremated, 
wept bitterly last night, and between 
the £ogs stated that he would resign 
himself to his fate.

So fine a net of evidence has been 
woven about him by the authorities 
who set to work upon the case a few 
months ago, that the accused man 
when confronted with the facts last 
night was ajpiazed and dumbfounded, 
and he clearly showed that he believed 
himself to be fighting against fate.

y
0,SOCIAL GLEANINGS

FROM ALBERNI TOWN

AlbernI, Sept. l.-On the 30th ult. 
Mr. and Mrs. Roff. accompanied by 
their grandson, Master Norrle Spen
cer. left for their home in Eng
land, completing a tour round the 
world, begun two years ago. and brok
en by. their residence here for eighteen 
months with their daughter Mrs. G. A.

TORSO REVEALS
HORRIBLE MURDER

Spencer.
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Heath also ex

pect to leave in a few days for a trip 
to their old home near Bristol. W. 
Griffin will have charge of their farm 
at McCoy lake in their absence.

P. Sullivan left on the S.S. Tees for 
a trip to his native land. F. Whltwell, 
Capt Roberts and J. Irwdn were also 

to Victoria. Mrs. (Dr.) 
returned from Ciayoquot on 

boat, where she had been 
short visit to her daughter.

Weird Find in Woods Near 
Juanita—Male Victim is 

Unknown.
fit.

The affair has been on everybody's 
lips ever since its discovery, and the 
investigation will continue to keep up 
the interest. While suspicion has fall
en on Mr. Hooper there is absolutely 
none of the usual motives which gen
erally accompany attempts at arson. 
His stock, consisting of jewelery and 
confectionery, has not a cent of Insur
ance on iL while he declares that there 
are stains of oil on his side of the wall. 
Again, he points out that if he had 
known of the paper packed within the 
two sides of the wall he had more 
than-twenty-four hours' notice to take 
it out again. Also, it is only fair to 
say that Mr. Hooper wrote the coun
cil himself to-night asking for an in
vestigation, so that he might clear his 
character.

Seattle, Sept. 1.—Robt. McCorkle and 
his son William reported to the county 
coroner, S. T. Wiltsle, this morning 
that they had discovered the body of a 
murdered man in the woods near 
Juanita, on the east side of Lake 
Washington. McCorkle and his son 
were hunting about a mile and a half 
from Juanita when they came upon the 
headless body of a man. Logs covered 
all of the body except the feet. They 
searched around awhile and found the 
head thirty feet away from the corpse.

McCorkle searched the pockets of the 
murdered man’s clothes, but was un
able to find any means of identification.

passengers 
Wâtson 
the same
paying a 
Mrs. E. B. Garrard.

boat Miss Johnstone re-By the same 
turned from Ahousaht, where she had 

supplying for Miss McNeill, the 
of the Indian boarding school 

Miss Johnstone started the Al- 
boarding school, and 

sole charge for a number of 
She is presently a guest of

been 
matron /i
there, 
berni Indian
was in
years.
Mrs. A. L. Smith.

Miss Boyd, from Cariboo, arrived on 
Thursday to take charge of the Beaver 
Creek school.

A. D. Cooper, of New AlbernI. left on
convention

OIL FIELD FIRE QUENCHED.OLD AGE ANNUITIES.
to attend the 

for the 31st ult. at Prince Ru- 
candidate in the

Thursday 
called
pert to nominate a 
Conservative interests for the Domin- 

* ion House,

City of Mexico, Sept. L—Word reached 
the firm of Pearson & Sons last night 
that the great oil well fire, which has 
raged at Dosbecs. near Tampico, for two 
months, was extinguished last Sunday.

Ottawa, Sept. 1.—S. T. Bastedo, newly 
appointed superintendent of thP old age 
annuity branch of the government ser
vice, has arrived in Ottawa to take up 
fcis duties.

LANDS FOR THE SETTLER
IS THE LIRERAL POLICY

Conservative Charge and the Facts in Relation There
to--35,000,000 Acres of Land Given to 

Homesteaders Since 1896

carved up in land deals like those of 
the Roblin government, for the en
richment of individuals; and the man 
who would have to meet the enhanced 
cost to be exacted by the 
would be the settlers. But what course 
has the Dominion government taken 

odd-numbered

The practice of palming off false
hoods designed to serve the purposes 
of faction, in the guise of truths utter
ed for the public weal, is spoken of by 
Bacon as one likely to continue in all 
ages. Shakespeare puts in the mouth 
of Lear a contemptuous reference to 
the same practice:

looters

“Get thee glass eyes, 
“And like a scurvy politician, seem 
“To see the things thou dost not.”

in regard to these 
sections? It has taken a course which
absolutely bars out the land specula
tor.The Amesian magic lantern as a means 

of conveying political falsehoods is 
among the modern developments of the 
art referred to as it is practised in this 
country in this year of grace, says the 
Manitoba Free Press. But the most 
shameless palming off of party mis
representations in the guise of truths 
uttered for the public weal is that 
which Is practised in the dissemina
tion of such statements as the follow
ing, which is here reproduced from a 
recent editorial in the Ottawa Evening 
Journal, professing to discuss the re
cord of the present DorAinion govern
ment:

odd-numbered sections 
thrown open first to actual home
steaders, and next for sale at the price 
of $3 per acre, fixed by statute, to 
men who have already homesteaded, 
and who can only acquire title by 
fulfilling settlement conditions on the 
odd-numbered sections, 
have the right to buy at $3 per acre. 
The speculator thus cannot get in at 
all on the odd-numbered sections. 
They can he obtained only by actual 
settlers.

Does the Ottawa Evening Journal 
think, or does it not think, that this 
is to the advantage of “the settler, 
whose interest the Liberal leaders in 
1893 pledged themselves to protect?”

So much for the odd-numbered sec
tions. Let us now consider the even- 
numbered sections, which from the out
set, were set apart for actual settlers.

Can the Ottawa Evening Journal 
point to a single case of any area of 
land in even-numbered sections dis
posed of by the present Dominion gov
ernment otherwise than to actual set
tlers, save the 250,000 acres sold, with 
conditions of settlement, to the Sa
skatchewan Valley Land Company? 
The results secured by that departure 
from the government's fixed policy 
have justified it abundantly; and there 
is no part of the government’s record 
to which it is more entitled to point 
with satisfaction. What can the ôt- 
tawa Evening Journal adduce in sup
port of its assertion that the land in 
the West designed for the settler has 
been "alienated forever at prices ridi
culously incommensurate with its real 
value” to speculators? It is easy to 
make sweeping assertions like those of 
the Ottawa Evening Journal, which 
says that all land hàs been made over 
to the grafters. But the making of 
such assertions, and the repetition of 
them does not make them true.

Before turning to the consideration 
of the -actual amount: of land which has 
been taken up in the free homesteads 
tinder the1 Liberal government,^ it is 
necessary, in order to cover the whole 
ground, that a word should be said 
about the half-breed scrip. It is true 
that even-numbered sections of • land 
have passed to holders of half-breed 
scrip without conditions of settlement. 
But this procedure -was fixed at the 
time Western Canada became part of 
the Dominion. It was part of the-cost 
of the Dominion’s title; it was based 
on treaties involving the granting of 
this scrip in extinguishment of the In
dian titles to the public lands;.and the 
Ottawa Evening Journal will hardly 
attempt to question its justice and 
wisdom, and cannot question the ne
cessity the present government was 
under of carrying out the system 
which 6n entering office it found estab
lished by law. In point of fact, more
over, the land scrip issued by the Lib
erals to the half-breeds was only one- 
third the amount Issued by the Conser
vatives between 1878 and 1896.

With the exceptions thus noted, the 
Ottawa Evening Journal cannot point 
to any even-numbered land disposed of 
by the present Dominion government 
otherwise than to settlers.

areThe

which they

“The land, instead of going direct to 
the settler, has passed first through the 
hands of the middlemen, friends of the 

of them now evengovernment, some 
members of parliament and supporting 
the government, men who buy for a 
song and sell or hold for hundreds of 
thousands. Lands, coal areas, timber 
leases, grazing leases, irrigation privi
leges, the public domain in the West 
in all its concrete forms, passes into 
the hands of a few groups of men, is 
alienated forever at prices ridiculously 
Incommensurate with Its real value and 
the man who is to meet the enhanced 
cost which the speculators are to exact 
is the settler whose interest the Lib
eral leaders in 1893 pledged themselves 
to protect.”

This is truly a sweeping indictment. 
It amounts, if the words bear their 
conventional meaning, to this, that it 
is and has been the fixed policy of the 
government to make it impossible for 
the actual settler to get access to the 
land without first dealing with a mid
dleman. But will the statement stand 
examination? Lands, coal areas, tim
ber leases, grazing leases, irrigation 
privileges, in a word, “the public do
main in the West in all its concrete 
form,” is pictured as “alienated for
ever,” at the expense of the settler.

The Free Press proposes to consider 
the first Item in this list, namely, the 
lands. As for coal areas, timber leases, 
grazing leases and irrigation sa(es, 
these may be left for discussion later. 
Suffice it here to point out that these 
latter require the employment of large 
capital, and thus, in that sense, stand 
apart from the case of the settler. For 
the development of a coal area shafts 
have to be sunk and machinery install
ed, necessitating such large outlays 
of money as are possible only by com
panies; the same is the case with the 
timber berths. As for grazing leases, 
they are necessary for the continuance 
of the ranching industry, but they have 
not stood in the way of the settler; the 
range, as in Southern Alberta, has been 
converted into farms as the settlers 
have come in. As for irrigation, it is 
work which has to be done on a large 

4 scale, involving heavy outlays; and the 
very fact of its being necessary in any 
area is proof in itself that that area is 
one which will be passed by the settler 

.irt his search for a home.
Let us, therefore, to-day discuss the 

treatment of the actual settler, for 
whom the Ottawa Evening Journal 
professes so much concern; and let us 
see what light the facts throw upon the 
above-quoted assertion of a paper 
which, by the way, assumes an air of 
being impartial, and occasionally lec
tures the other newspapers of Canada 
in a superior way on thqir failure to 
be even as it is.

The arable land of Western Canada 
1s divided into odd-numbered and even- 
numbered sections. The odd-numbered 
sections have until the present time 
been reserved from settlement by 
homesteading. What for? They were 
set aside by the Conservative govern
ment which was In power in Ottawa 
from 1878 to 1896, as a reserve from 
which the railway land grants made so 
lavishly by that government were to 
be selected. When the Liberal) govern
ment took office in 1896, the odd-num
bered sections were thus tied up. Com
paratively little progress has 
made in the selection of the millions 
upon millions of acres of railway 
grants. The first thing done by the 
Liberal government was to stop the 
policy of granting lands to railways. 
Not an acre of land has been granted 
by the Liberal government to any rail
way. But the grants already authoriz
ed by the legislation of the Conserva
tive regime have been satisfied, as they 
had to be unless Canada was prepared 
to repudiate obligations which it had 
voluntarily assumed. Until these 
grants were satisfied, the odd-number
ed sections had to remain tied up. To 
the work of hastening the selection by 
the grantees the Liberal government 
upon taking office, addressed itself. It 
was necessarily slow work, as there 
were many millions of acres to be se
lected, and the grantees did not find it 
in their interest to hasten unduly in 
making their choice; as the longer they 
could postpone making the selection 
the longer would be the extension of 
their period of exemption from provin
cial and municipal taxation. That 
work was at last completed; and its 
completion meant the reversion to the 
government of Canada of. some 30,000,- 
000 acres, of which probably 20,000,000 
acres are good arable land, available 
for immediate settlement.

If the Laurier government were a 
government of graft, as. so freely 
charged by Its enemies, the reversion 
to its control of this immense area 
or arable land would mean the open
ing up of an unprecedented opportun- 

k ity for corruption on a collossai scale, 
a These roiUigng of acres could he

We now come to the free homesteads 
given to settlers. The official annual 
reports cover six calendar years up to 
1900, when, a six months’ period was 
made the stepping stone to having the 
immigration year and the fiscal year 
coincide. In 1906 it was decided to have 
the Dominion’s fiscal year end on 
March 31st, and the official year in 
each of the government departments 
coincide with the fiscal year. Tear by 
year, since 1896, the free homestead 
entries have been as follows, the fig
ures available for 1907-8 being for nine 
months only, August 1st to December 
31st:

1897 ........................
1898 .........................
1899 .. ...................
1900—six months

.. .. 2,384

.. .. 4,848

.. .. 6,689

.. .. 7,426
.. .. 8,167
.. .. 14,673 
.. .. 31,383 
.. .. 26,073 

.. 30,819 
.. .< 41,869 
.. .. 21,647 
.. .. 25,682

been

1900- 1901 .........................
1901- 1902 .. .. .... ..
1902- 1903 .........................
1903- 1904 .........................
1904- 1905 .. ...................
1905- 1906 .. ...................
1906- 1907—nine months
1907- 1908—nine months

Total 221.860
Each homestead Is 160 acres. By 

multiplying 221,860 by 160, we find that 
35,501,600 acres were given free to set
tlers In the period from January 1st, 
1897, to December 31st last. The Ottawa 
Evening Journal, with Its Pharisaical 
professions of being fair and Impartial, 
makes no mention of these 35,501,600 
acres of free homestead grants under 
Liberal rule, but sweeping!)' declares 
that all the land has been “alienated 
forever at prices ridiculously incom
mensurate with its real value, and the 
man who is to meet the enhanced cost 
which the speculators are to exact is 
the settler whose interest the Liberal 
leaders in 1893 pledged themselves to 
protect.”

By way of contrast, let us see how 
many acres the Conservative govern
ment, which granted tens of millions of 
acres in railway grants, granted to 
homesteaders. The official records of 
the homestead entries during the eight
een year of Conservative administra
tion from 1879 to 1896, deserve atten
tion. They are given in the report of 
the department pf Interior for 1896, the
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