% ‘Editor of Labor Leader:

~tary order.

.

" Parliament - to make me a soldier, I

~_honorable man would consent to partici-

" men and uﬁm oll men; I baum that
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Court-_-Maytiaﬂed

At Chester Castle, on Saturday morn-
ing Mr, Fenner Brockway was court-
martialled for refusing to obey a mili-
He made the following
statement--—-—

Parliament has enacted that persons
lu)t(ﬁﬂg my views shall be exempted
from the provisions of the Military Ser-
vice Aects. ‘I am before yon, not because
I have broken the law, but because the
tribynals have not administered the
law.

Even if it had been the intention of
should not have: beeome .a soldier., No
te-in an act of murder bhecause the
: ,_‘ihhto do so. To me war’

‘human personality i ncroi, beeause it
is an expression of the universal spirit.
War violates the spiritual snemies of
the uman race, degrades human person-
ality, and destroys human life. There-
fore, holding the faith I do, T cannot
participate in the war under any ricum-
stances.

- But even if I believed war justifiable
under cortain conditions, I should not
participate in the present war. I should
participate in it ‘because I believe the
Governments of this and other countries
are deluding the peoples as to the ob-
Jjeets they have in view, are getting
them to lay down their lives by false
pretences, and are using them as pawns
to fulfil purposes which are often the
direct opposite~of those they imagine
themselves to be serving.

I do not believe that the German
Government was alone responsible for
the war. I do not believe that any one
Government is respousible. I believe
that all the Governments of the Great
Powers share respounsibility for it, and
that there is little to différentiate the
degree of guilt of one from another.

believe that the war was caused

by: the intrigues of financiers of both -
sides, by the machinations of the arma-
ment rings of both sides, by the secret
diplomaey of both sides, by the mili

tary and naval aggression of both sides, '
!ﬁy British Government declared that
sd the war to defend small na-
Since when has the British
t became thé champion of
yations? The last war the British
lent foaght.—-ﬂxe Boer war—was

the British Government was very earn-
est when it declared that it entered the
war to defend small nationalities!

The British Government declared that
it entered the war to safégnard the
sanetity of international treaties. Since
when has the British Government be-
come the champion of international
treaties? When Germany and Britain
appeared to be on the eve of war in
1911, it was Great Britain and her ally
France who had been guilty of tearirg
up an international treaty-—the Act of
Algeciras. Does this suggest that the
British Government was very earnest
when it declared that it entered the war
to defend international treaties?

The British Government declared that
it entered the war to resist the ambi-
| tiow ot.!iem;or wﬂifonrﬁiﬁnce
when”iras thé- British Goveriment e«

German Government? :
The British Government declared that
it entered the wat to estabhshm
cracy and freedom. It has allied itself
with the most auvtoeratic and tyrannical
power in the world—the Empire of
Russia.

The British Government declared that
it entered the war in defence of France
and . Belgium, and not to ac¢quite any
territory for itself. I{ has eaptured
practically @11 the German colonies, and
has amnounced its intention of retain-
ing 4 great part of them.

The British Government deelared that
it entered the war to overthrow the
menace of German militarism. It has
imposed upon the British people the
same aceursed system of mmtarism as
has degraded Germany.

The British Government declared that
it entered the war to énthrone in Eur-
ope that liberty which is the traditional
pride of England.

The popular justification of the Brit-
ish_intervention in the war was the
German invasion of Belgium, but all
who are acquainted with the question of
foreign policy know that the British
Government would have participated in
the war whether Belgium had “been in-
vaded or not. The Governm&‘ni peliey
sinee ’04, & policy carried out in seeref,
had bound us to l‘n_mcb and Russia;
and, whatever the cause of war, once
Franée and Russia became involved the
intervention of the British Bovemment
became mevxtable

Europe was divided into t‘wo ho-tile 4

groups of nations, and, whi I do not

deny or desire to dinmin

Alliance, particularly sinee *11, anyone
who suggests that Gmnoty “alone ac-
t:vely prepared for war on a big scale
is nnpty nvuhng ﬁ- W““‘

 sive designs of Germany- * the Triplé.

ed £1,147,000,000. If we add the ex-
penditure of Great Britain, the total of
the Triple Entente becames £1,800,000,-
000.

If the purposes of the British Govern-
ment in entering the war was really to
secure the liberation of Belgium, the
evacuation of France, and the destruc-
tion of the mendce of German militar-
ism, those objects could be obtained to-
morrow; and the British Government
knows they could be obtained to-mor-
row without the shedding of anether
drop of blood. The British Foreign Of-
fice knows that Germany is prepared to
withdraw from Belgium and France;
and everyone knows that Germany has
signified her willingness to enter a
league of nations to enforce peae, which

ing the menace of a strong and aggres-
sive military power.

Why, then, does the British Govern-
ment_continue to sacrifice thousands of
British lives? It does so because prizcs
and prices have beew promised to her
allies for the parf they have plm& in’

strength to menace to ‘peace guw
even than German militarism—I mean
the menace of the Russian Imperialism:

I do not intend to suggest that the
British Government is particularly re-
prehiensible among the powers. As I
have already said, I do not think there
is much to choose between them. '1I
havé dealt with the faults of the British
Government because I am asked to join
the British Army. If I were a German,
and were asked to join the German
Army, I should have no difficulty in de-
nouneing the policy of her Government
witly equal emphasis.

I believe the ruling classes of all the
powers are responsible for the war. I
believe the working classes are mere
pawns in their hands. I believe the
time will come when the workers will
consent to be pawns no longer, and I
hopé the action I am taking now will
do a little, at least, to hasten the com-
ing of that time.—Labor Leader,

HENRY GEORGE ON CONSORIP-
TION 0!' WBALTR

““As I have said before, the wealth
expended in carrying on the war (the
Civil War) did ot ¢ome from abroad
or from the future, but from'the exist-
ing wealth in the States under the na-
tional flag, and if, when we ecalled on
men to die for their country, we had
nét shrunk from taking, if mecessary,
nine hundred and ninety-nine thousand
dellars  from overy millionaire, we need
net have created any debf. But instead .
of that, wht taxation' we did impose
was _edogﬁofallontho-poor

is Lord Grey’s own proposal for destroy-~

posal for Peace Offer Mf‘l
Socialist Conference.

P B

(Canadian Press Despatoh)

— "

tion calls for taxation of mot less* than

Men ﬂlo reih, andto, ‘

The conference rejoeted
of more than thrée to ofie &’

proposals.

them by guaranfecing the use of the
taxing power to pay them back, prin-

profitable with a vengeance.”’ Canada
seems bent on making the same mistake.

The women hit John Barleycorn at
the late election. They will yet learn
to strike at the high cost of living with
a Socialist ballot. ;

Congress at l(anchum llh& !@'

Manchester, Eng,, Jan. 25.-Inmd1 Sy
ate conscription of aceumulated W
to lighten the financial burdens W
war is demanded in a resolution nm

15 shxlhngs in the pound ‘of - uuw

wealth we would make it profitable to .

cipal and interest . And we did mqkn it




