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454 PROOEEDINGS OF THE BYNOD.

r the order of the Greek Church, exists
ises seven dioceses ; thus furnishing
n the order of Church govern.

Episcopacy, though afte
in Crete at present, and compr
presumptive proof that such has bee
ment there from the beginning.

to add further Scripture testimony to what I have
St. Paul in his Epistle to Timothy, refers to his
own marvellous call to the Apostleship, and to the mil.nstry of the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to his
trust; “this charge,” bhe suys, “T have g(\llll!\xttcd to thee, Son
Timothy, according to the prophesies which went l)c!urc on thee,
that by them thou mightest war a good worfare,” correcting the
and combating the teachings of some who “having
| aside to vain jangling, desiring to be teachers of
whereof they affirmed.”

1 would desire
here advanced.

errors,
swerved, turnec .
the law, knowing not what they said nor,

You will obseftve from thwe that the trust confided to Timothy,
the office he had to fulfil, had special reference to teachers, whether
by instituting them to office, or correcting them when they erred;
yet he was to “lay hands suddenly on no man,” nor was be to
Ureceive an accusation aguinst an Elder (in (.»lln-r \'\'()rds, l’rvahytu.r)
except before two or three witnesses.” It is plain .fF(lFXl. these in-
structions toTimothy that his ministrations embraced judicial author-
ity, and that offenders ugainst the doctrines or Order of the Church
[t muy be objected—this authority per-
tained to the Apostolic office. I'rue; but the Apostle says to
Timothy : “ The things which thou hast heard of me among many
witnesses the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others.” Was not Timothy to be the judge of the fuithful-
ness and fitness of those to whom he was to commit that which to

him had been committed ?
It will be borne in mind that there were Elders in the Cl‘lurch of
intment of Timothy to the Episcopate.

Ephesus, previous to the appol .
St Paul laboured there for a period of three years: Apollos

laboured there also. The former, on his journey to Jernsalem, sent
directions to the Elders of Ephesus to come to him at Miletus, to
whom he gave sundry instructions, and apprized them that even
from amongst themselves should grievous wolves arise, &c. He
enjoins it upon them to take heed to themselves, and to all the ﬁm‘k.
over which the Holy Ghost had made them overseers. It might,
perhaps, b, suppfw-d that this was to be‘the closing act of
the Apostle with respect to the Elders, and Church at Ephesus,
Bat, no; he sends Timothy there, und.uulmcquvmly writes to him.
saying : “ I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus when I weut
into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach

were amenable to him.

no other doctrine.” In short, thut he might take up the position
hich 1 It may be said Bt Poul

which the Apostle prcviuu»ly occupied.

addresséd th
Presbyter in
the capacity «
appointed in
I must not
Timothy : “ ]
thee by propt
Is this passag
the Apostle, ¢
to the office ¢
hands.” And
superior office
may have assc
and these Pre
every Biahop
Bishop.
As regards
sage, which m
differences of «
before us. W
Church at Ant
istered to the I
Barpabas and |
and when they
sent them away
Was this an
ministry ?  No,
neither by man,
istry and Apos
bands, with pre
cular mission to
being sent forth
on the laying o
Timothy : it m:
some special mi
The laying on
but it does not i)
possessed the |,
attached to the

To repeat, the
that the Ministry
Paul to Timothy,
lb.e same to faith

ere it necessar
which I have ref;




