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mental-niagna carta, the Declaration ni
Right,. the Petition nf Right. the Habeas
Corpus Att and the United States bill oi
righlts. whiîlî ias referred to in the debate in
tlîî'i housm iast veau.

I sliah not say very muci abnut the funda-
mnîtal doctrines ni magna carta, they are

s0 weli know'n to every bion. member. It was
an agreement wrested irnm a ruthiess king
hy the barons ni Eogiand; and. unioîtunateiy,
nithough it made the higgest contribution to
this continent ni an ' document in iîistnry, it
did flot make an equal contribuîtion to tbe
continent where il was iormed. It was near the
famous meadow ni Runnymede you can see
irom the king*s tower at Windsor castie that
Girey wrnte bis lamons eiegy:

Sortne v'illage Harnpden, that -witb dauintiess
breast

'l'le little tyralit ni bis fields withstood.

Tue principles it uleclîres include: ireedom
ni the citureli. the limitatins on tue pavment
ni ineu i viends tn the far leit w iii be
glad to lîcar thît; robiiitinn of te, levv ni
taxation without consent of tue general coxîncil
ni the nation; arranging the assembly ni tue
eotîncil ni the, nation; saiegxîarîing- the pro-
pmrty nf tiff dcati; înifnumnit.v ni weiglits andi
mieasuîrcs. if vou please, lîack in 1215. The
jgrc:it paî igrapli xas îeciteui hvîn infiend in
-filen bouse a ve:u ten the ral vital paragrapi
îiÎ muagna caia:

NQ iee ulta shail ho taken, or îmiprisied.
ordispossesseul. or cîîtiawed. or banished. or

ili aîii waY destunycuil. nor will wm go "Pont bill'

1' 1eî rîipon hîiîî, exccpt hy the legal jîîdg-
ient ni Ibis timers or tht law ni the lantd To
icinomn xxii we scli. no onue xviii we deiîy or

deliy justice or righit.

Magna cart a. as cey st udent ni histoniy
knows. waq tue ioundcatin ni tire Petition oi
Rigbt. tue Dociaration ni Rights, ni tbc
hiabeas corp)u andi the rciori hbis ni England.
May I qunte to the bouse1t the words of
Alexander Hamniltn, ont ni the greatest
Amerîcans.

Tite savrcd riglîts of irankinîi are îîot to be
rîîînmagmd for anin' oli parchnients nr mousty
recordls. Tiiex are w î.itten as wi th a suînbeamn
in the whli volume ni hîumait nature hy flie
biandl oi tli, Divinity itseîf and cao neyer bc
eraseil uîr oiîscureîi lie nortal power.

Magna calrt a xvas he formiat ion. the
inspiration ni tue, constituîtion f nipracticallY
every state in the union. Jo the legai system
ni the Puritan colonies of New Ergiand we
flnd inmportant ieatuîies oi magna carta.
Their deputies were instructed ho frame the
body' of tlîeir laie in î-eseiiîlance to magna
Carta. .and tue ver ' words were repeated

in 1641. In 1638 the colonial assembly nf

Maryland passed a bill to recognize magna

c-arta as part ni tue law ni the coiony. Jo
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the charter of liberties andi privileges of New
York of 1683, you also find these titie deeds.
In Peonsylvania, the basic iaw of t.he state
'aas said to ho a sort of magna carta. Its
familiar phrases appear in the charters and
constitutions of New Jersey and Peînsyivýania.
Io 1687 William Penn puhlishied in Philadeiphia
ain edition of magna varta exhorting his
ieliow colonîsts. and I quote:-

-not to give away anything of liberty and prop-
erty that at present tlîey do enjny, but take up
the gond example nf our ancestors and under-
stand tiîat it is easy to part with or give away
great privileges, hut liard to gaini tbema if they
are once lost.

The Amrerican constitution was itself
vonsciousiy linked xvith magna calta. A s
Lord Lothian, the for-mer Philip Kerr, minister
to Washington, saiti:

'lhe tea was thrown loto Bnston haubour
xth te w unIs of imagna carta ringing in

romn s cars.

Tliv \lrî î bill nf rig}its. passed ten

years after thic derlaration «if independence,
traces it , pedligree hack t0 that ancient
îiocxuuni. andi as late as 1907, forty years ago
in the, constitution nf the ncw state ni

Oklahoma theic rost famous sentences were
repe:îted in ti hostttin.

1 want. to concluile that reference with a

lit le luchi irom a speech of a great Amerîcan
general, tliat friend of frcedom, Eisenhower,
deux cred in IEng tland just ho-fore hie let. H1e
mx eti London anl Lor.don loved him. lie
saiti:

Wliîeîîw coîiider tbiese things,-

IHe was talkiig ahout tiese eleinentai tbings.

-then the valley of the Thames draws closer tii

the faris of Kausas andi the plains oi 'i exas.

Th:it is the cooperat ion we need today
axmo ng the Anglo-Saxon rîeoples. I think I
biave denit witlî that part which bas to do
with the sources nf frecdom, but I want to
say that whi ut magna cari a ivas the, inspira-
tion nfi tbis couîntry, it was neyer ob.servcd in
the historira! tîn-veopînent ni mY own nîativ e
countrv. That is truc.

May 1 saY something about hiaheas corpus.
Let me qîlote Diey s mxv nf the constitution,
sixtli edijtion, pagr 217:

The act. while ttîe îno,,t inipnrtant landînark
in the constitxîtional history of England, in o
vense creates any right to personai freedoîn, but
îs essentially a procedîîre act for imprnving the
legal meelianism by whicb acknowledged rigbt
rnay be enforced.

And ag-ain at page 195--Dicey is the greatest
nuitlority who ever wrote on the British
constitution:

It declares no pibciple. and defines o rights,
but is fnr practical purpnses wnrth a hundred
artiîles griaranteeing constitutionai liberty.


