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BRITISH PROTECTION

iln onler to draw Bttention to th* purpose lor which quotations atcemptoywl, itnlin not ap.prannc in u» ori(inal, arpaometiniM made un of.)

Siwaking to his motion for leave to bring in his navy bill (5th
:
Deoeniber, 1912) Mr. Borden used the following language:

"So far M official estimates are available, the expenditure of Great Britain
\

111 imval and miliUry defence for the provinces which now constitute Canada,
;
.luring the ninetecntli century, was not leas than $400,000,000. Ever since
tl.o in.eption .)f our confederation, and since Canada has attained the stetus
c.f II proiit Dominion, the amount so expended by Great Britain for the naval
an.l mihtary defence of Canada vastly exceeds the sum which we are now askins
parliament t.. appropriate. From 1870 to 1890 the proportionate coat of
North .Vtlantic «,iua.lmn8 which Ruarded our coasts was from »125,000 000
... «15(),000,(XK). Fr,.m 18.5.1 to 1903 (Jreat Britain's expenditure on miUtary
.lereiiee m Canada runs closely up to one hundred million dollars (a) ".

If that is true let ua repay the money—not thirty-five millionB
of It, but every dollar of it. And do not let us say, with Mr. Borden
that we do so

'

"in token of our determination to protect and ensure the nfety and inteirity
of this Kmpire" (6).

* -~» j

On the contrary, let our conscience money be accompanied with
our regret« that we have only thus tardily determined to acknow-
ledge our obligations.

Sir Wilfrid Lauricr, not to U outdone, attacked some of Mr.
Borden's supporters on the ground that—

Ihi-inR the last contest in the Province of Quebec, the Conservative party.ax a rule-with some exceptions which I could count upon the finmn of one handor at mo-t upon the Hngt^r- of two hands-oontende.1 upon hundred, of platform,'
tliat ( anada owed nuthinz to England "

(e).

If Sir Wilfrid is right, let ua make instant inqtiiry as to how
much xve owe, and when we know it let us hand it over with such
apologies for delay aa we can think of.

That neither of these gentlemen proptwed to make full pay-
ment of our alleged indebtednoaa is ,>erhaps the very best of evidence
' ,.":i:i:ili^,"T* •"'"^'y "»»»* ^' ""^- And the pur-

(»» /Mrf, p. 714.
(e) tUd, p. lose.


