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T ht Chin««« irt much alariiMd if crowt,

in ih«ir flight, mi up a wa, «a, »a tound, a«

it it holicvtd to indicate (kath to aonM one
in the houM ihrjr fljr oirer

" If a d«iK or a rock it teen on th«

rtM>f of a houM tiiey are hattilx driven

down at thit it a ture tign of Are in

the houie hclow.

" If dogt i«t up a low whine or howl at

night, they are luptwtcd to have teen

demoni enter th^ houic and a death it ture

to follow.

" A inakf found hiding in a houte cauiet great alaim to

the inmate*, who believe it to be one of iheir ancettort

AS k«
I 'etu"»«d in that ihape liccauM of the neglect

Ike HoMw °^ '^"'^ dctcendantt to supply their wnn in

tiadet. The unlucky visitor it worthic d
and tent forth with incente or |>aper money, or in tome ca»et

it it fed anil cared for till it 'movei off' on iit own accord.
" Lucky day* are carefully calculated and recorded in the

Imperial Almanac, and are rigidly obtcrved by all who
with pronperity in any callins in life. A l»oy cannot go to

tchoot till the lucky day comet round: the matter an-

nounces a icriet of lucky dayt u|)on any of

which the tcholarn may enter school ; the

busineti man, ihe boatman, the coolie, the student, in fact

all torts and conditions of men are bound by this supersti-

tion. There are certain days which are very lucky, others

that are a little lets so. The same applies to unlucky
days, and there are twelve dayt in the year which everyone
mutt avoid.

" Soon after arriving in Kia-ting, I was suddenly awakened
one night by a deafening banging of doors and window
[wnels ; thinking that a fire had broken out I ran outside to

enquire where it was, but was informed that it was the
' nine headed monster ' flying over, that had

caused the commotion! The common belief

is that thit creature, in the shape of a large

bird, iias nine heads and drops down blood as it flies over
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