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DOORWAY IN A MINE.

Ventilation in mines is secnred by having doors or brattices erected at proper
places in order to divert or conduct the air in its proper conrse. As the doors are so
arranged that the pressure of the air tends to keep them closed it is necessary to have
a hoy at each door to open it and keei) it open while the car passes throiigrh/and this
is what our picture illnstrates. Genuine helpei-s about a mine are the "door boys";
patient little fellows who serve their part in tlie enuid ac-srreGrate and do it well.

The importance of artifloial means of ventilatinar a mine can scarcelv be over-
estmiated. Not only are there Inmdreds of men and mules to be snpplled" with pure
air, ^ut in manv rases noxious gas escapes in more or less vohmie fr(<m the walls of
every room and passjisre : tliis must he drawn off ere it accumulates, for when a cer-
tain percentasre is present in the air most serious consequences will ensue.


