
Preface

Scottisli hirth, save those writitiK in dialect,
are fully naturalised in the Uritish republir of
letters.

The Irish h.ive no monoiK)ly of Celtic blood,
and are not even mainly Celtic in origin : CJaelic
reached Krin with the first Celtic invaders from
Britannia

;
so that even their Celtic tongue is

a bond Hith the greater British island. .Much
more the tongue that has, save in the remoter
districts, superseded it. However mnch Irish
scholars nmy cherish the Caelic, it is only as a
sec.ndary language, a literary luxury, a patriotic
heirloom

; spiritually. Irishmen have learnt in-
.oii.parabjy more from the great body of
Knghsh Hnters than from the ancient Irish
banis or siorytellers. Happily there is no
risk of Irishmen becoming altogether, or even
almost, as Knglishmen are ; but in their com-
mon hic-rary inheritan.e. in a literature to
which they .ontribiile their fair proportion
tliere ,s securit) for , „,.„/„, ,,>,,„/, „„,
yet fully realised, there is a power working on
Doth sidts towards mutual un.Iersu.n.hng an.l
sympathy. Kven now Irishmen glory in the I

triumphs of their countrymen whether by race
i

or birth, and hardly even an irrecondlal.le
would seriously .leman.l a home-rule in litera-
ture that should make Ussher and Berkeley

'

lurke and Goldsmith, Swift and ShenMan,' i

aliens on Irish soil.
j

Neither Virginian colonists nor Pilgrim '

1-athers were keenly interested in literature
as such. It was the Knglish temper that ledthem mto the wilderness; and it was thesame spirit as ha.l again and again moved
be r fore athers in the pas. of Kngli.h history
hat Ie.1 them finally to repudiate the KnglishMng and government. l!ut they h.ad no
thought of renouncing any essential of their
Knghsh birthright

; Puritan or Cavalier, thevdung to the tradition which, over .seas as in
the mother-land, ,n literature as in life, makes
lor freedom, fair piay, sanity, reserve, common-
sen.se, steadiness, breadth, depth, strength, and
ludividuality. However far we may fall short
ol our Ideals, we have essentially tile same
standards of uprightness, honour, dignity the
same d..light in 'calm, open-eyed rashness.'
With them as with us, the absence of
universally binding standards and models
makes the attainment of artistic style more
ilifticult; ,n<lependence tends to lawlessness-
«hat IS wanting m grace and [K)Iish has to

an.i'TT
^"\ ''^ /•*""'• '^"'I'l" 'ty. originality,

and the free-play of m.agination
: and substan.'e

must supply the lack of academic or cla.ssical
form. They too, like us, have their burden
of uninspired pseudo - philosophy, feeble fic-
tion, lamentable comicalities. Blood is thicker
than water, common lineage is more than
geographical collocation or political consti
tution; of still more account for the true
federation of peoples are intellectual and
spiritual sympatMe-S, common aspirations, like
princ ii,les. Erelong American writers attained a
distinctive note, ever most welcome in literature.
But this is a development from within, not an
approximation to foreign models. American
liumour is different from Knglish humour,
but It .s vastly more akin to Knglish humoui
than to any Kreneh or Spanish or German
type. Chaucer and Sj,, nser, Shakespeare and
Bacon, Raleigh and Ben Jonson, are theirs
by inheritance as much as they are ours •

the migra'., m .across seas did not make
Drydeii or Po,,e, Addison or Steele, Johnson
or (.ibbon, alien to them; and the change of

j

government at the close of the eighteenth
century and the beginnings of their own
national literature <lid nothing to hinder tiie
full api.reciation and loving study of Words-
worth and Coleridge, Shelley and .S.ott.
Sjr/„r fia„rf„s first attained to book form in
Mas.sachusetts

; and even yet some British
authors fiu.l in America their most apprecia
tive audience. As the Knglish tradition has
remained dominant in the constitution of
the nation and the life of the people, our
Kindred both by lineaye and language, so
American liter.ature has remained an offshoot
a true branch of English literature. In this
work It has from the beginning been treate.l
as an integral and important part of the litera-

I

ture of Greater IJritain. We do not look on

I

Longfellow or Poe as foreigners, or read the
histories of Prescott, Motley, and P.irkman as
It written by strangers.

What holds of the United States is still more
obviously true of the British dominions beyond
seas

;
m Canada, .South Africa, Au.^tralasia, our

kith and km have remained true to us and to
themselves, and their literature is but a part of
ours. Amongst them as in the ITnited States we
gladly recognise a growing individuality, a flavour
racy of the soil

; but the newest growths are but
vigorous shoots from the Knglish stem. Many
of our most typically English writers, though
they have chn-,r, tr. remain Englishmen m the
struter sense, were not bom within our four
seas, but in farther Britain or the remoter


