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""'"'':l '••I'll'- >-rh- vvln.l, il„ I'.HiiHil .,1 rnl.ll,- lM,|iii,-ti.,n
acconiiu-h |,iv.-.riil,r,l. Tl,i ,1,^.; „,|, | iiiuui,;u,.,i I., tin-
various liookscIliTs, wliu ill eonsn,ueiuv mad.' lar-v iiii].oi-tations.
During tlie tinir that tliis aiTau.c-.iiieut was in j.iogruss Mr.
Arcluhahl ivccivc(l ami oi.i'ncij n ciunumnieatinii aihhc.srd t<i tlie
K<hicatiuual othc.' (Voiii the agriit of Collins, and retained it in
his possession for soiiir timr, and only delivered it up Aviien ne-
cessary in con.se(|Uenee of a telegranr empiiring as to the receipt
<.f this letter, and wliich rendered further concealment on his
;-art uupossiMe. This letter wa^ important as containin- terms
on which Ins Headers could he finnished.
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The information thus ulitained, I have reasons to l.vlieve from
statemejits by Mr. Aichibald maile to me, he communicatetl to
parties that had heretofore had the monopoly of Readers and
comnience.1 intiigiiing to have bo(,ks jirescribell of which it was
feared by other hooksidlers Messrs. .McK inlay mi-ht continue to
command the monopoly; and to that end, amongst other thin^rj,
Mr. A. got up and eirculate<l petitions in the citv and country'
inayiiig the ('ouncil of Public Instruction to place'on the list of
prescribed books the Royal Readers, and wrote and telegraidied
to inlluential parties in the country to ^et up and forward peti-
tion.s to the same efiect. The Council of Public Insti action
acted on these petitions as if they were the voluntary and bona
,t'i(r expression of the opinions of the signers of them, and by
this means were induced to jirescribe the Rc^yal Readers, when
in fact, the whole thing originated with the book monopolist-, of
Hahtax or with Mr. Archibahl himself, wlio thus u.sed his oflice
not only to influence parties against the action of the Council of
Public Instruction, but to pcriietuate a monopoly that liad become
odious to the trade generally and likely to be Inirdensoiue to the
seliools using the books.

It needs no comment to show that conduct such as this is iu-
^ubordinate and uubccouiing in the highest <Iegree in (me holdinrr
a subordinai" situation, is suljversive'of all (liscipline, and ren-
ders nugatory the action of this ottice and of the Council of Pub-
lic Instruction itself

Tlie Council will perceive that if such conduct be tolerated it
would bo impossible for the Superintendent -.f Kducation tocarrv
lnt/» flfT.l^f ^^-i^ i..,.i t.'. A' a1- _ r, M »• T-» 1 I- r . ^.'' - =
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or at any time to prescribr^ books where such rivalry and jealousy


