
INTRODUCTION,
«V REV. D. F. HUTCHINSON, A. M.

I^VEUY voar's experience convinces us of the importance of

\ a Br)ok of Common Prayer for puV.lic worsliip. We can

Sianily <niter a eoni?roi?ation wliere the people worship by proxy,

r tl rouKh the extcnnporancons prayers of the minister or some

other urmuthori zed person, that our devotions and
^'^^If^^fXt^'^l-

tionsare not disturbed by the unseriptural, ?mproper, -nd some-

t RMS mu'i-ammatical expressions offered up in prayer to Almigh-

ty God and this alone cmivinces us there is «om«thing intrinsically

xvroi- in such services. Indeed it ?s very difficult tor a devout

nVin lo join in them at all ; for when the prayer commences he

d es not know what petitions are going to be offered and instead

ofmilth.g heartily in\hem he has to stop ^-"XXp;,^,?^
•ind meditate on their meaning, or else he must Oe rasa ana

^");U?V" In Ins worship, withcfut having the words ordered accord-

ing to the divine commandment. Eccl. v. 2.

of

g to the Uivine commauuim^nt. a^^v.^. ». — „?„„i« «^amnlp
For hundreds of years after Christ there was not a single exanip^e

of extemporaneous prayers n the Churcli ; whu-ii indeed ^s a p^e

sumptive proof that the book of prayeT is "^ <;^«^;« "^^^^g^^^^^
ment Every one at all acquainted with the Old

^f, !f . ?iJ^^ri?.
UiVes or the Old Testament Church knows very well that the wm--

l p^^ifih Ood required was always by
f^^^ :

and th^^^^^^^

the case in the purest and best days of that Church. ^ he book oi

>sams was part of the Jewish ^^^^tiiaiy service and many <^^^

ihem were prepared for special occasions ot worship, ooiomon s

bSi^i'ul pJayfr at the dedication of the ^'V,-P ^^i^^e'^JSMr^
and so also was the song of Moses vvliich he

^"^^^l^^^^,^^^'^ Moses
Israel sang responsively. And God umself spake ""^o Mo^f

s^
saying, " Hpeak unto Aaron and unto his «?"^' ^^^ 'If ' .^" the Lord
ve shall blels the children of Israel, sapng unto thtm,th^

been expressly prepared for the occasion.
Christian dis-

x\or vvas the'order of divine service changed n the ^t^'^^^^f
J^^^^

pensation : for when the di^ci^pleso Jesus apphed to him^^^^^^

mation upon this subject, and said 'Lord t«;^^'^
'^l^^ P^J^^^

^^av
also taught his disciples," Jesus said uuto tlem ^^h^'^yf/t^;^^^
sav, Our Father which art m heaven.' -Luke ^'- ^',r, ^o^^nd in
taiiiht them a collect which every

^ff^''}]'%:;^^.,Zll^^^^^
the Jewish prayer book.-//om'« Intro. ^«

'^S^^fl.V^^f
To understand this correctly it is necessary t« „^"«7, ^^A^V^^^^
pies had reference to

J-
-11 km>wn c^^^^^^^^^

pe

m
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