
48 TUK PROMI'TEU.

The friends of peace and 2;ood order, of a due observ-

ance and execution of the Uws, should l)e prouipUd, by

a scuse of duty, more forcibly than by these cursory iuuts,

to unite their influence, and put down tliis vul;;ar custom,

the relic of a barbarous ajiie, and tlie opprobium of the^c

jnore enlii^htcaed times.

NUMBER XXIV.

The Agricultural Society of the Midland District,

wr.>. in its or*,2;in, cotemporaneous, and supposed to l)e

co«;ii ct-d, with some other projects, which, though well

in W. vded. ^v'ere fimnd not to coincide with the present views

of ihv, inha])itants in general. From that association of

idea „ probibly, and a misunderstanding of it'j nature and

intent, W di^l i.;»t, at first, receive the snpport to which it

was we'l latitled As its object becomes better nnder-

sto mI, it is mor" ^:-nerally approved. Like other human

m? 'Uions. i a?idoubtedly has imperfections ; but its ge-

neral tendon y is to the public good.
,

It is tvM ^ as an objector lately remarked, it may, in its

op 'rati. reate a degree of strife and envy. Actions

cofid 'j\
« t' nselves may be performed from bad motives.

In the ('ns of Si. Panl, some " preached Christ, of envy

and s'
' but ^le great Apostle of the Gentiles esteemed

th«*
^ • dng of the Gospel so necessary and important,

th^ir rejoiced in it, even under those disagreeable cir-

^u 'i^'ancefs. Envy, indeed, is an unworthy passion ;
but

em' lation, if not essentially virtnons, is auxiliary to virtue.

It is the great spring of luiman exertion, through every

successive stPge of life, from the cradle to the grave. Mo-

ralists agree in justifying it, as the motive, by which chil-

dren, in families, schools and seminaries, are stimulated

to diligence, enterprize, and good behavior ;
and, nnder

different forW^, itcontinnes to influrnreus in matnrer years.

*< Men are but c!!ildren of a larger gi'owth." Competi-

tion animates tb^ir endekvonrs, extends their progress,

and iiicrGases the pWi^ci of ^le whole ma^s tif labor, 'rius

principle of action ra'>v jasUtiably b^ applied to the im-

provements in agriculture. To excite, aid and direct it.


