
INTRODUCTION.

The occasion that Tho^ followiiij? expositlou, to wliicli attention

Sr^tu^'ir'S '' '""''"'''^y ^^l'^'^^^- ^^« ^^ggested by an aged
suiiiiiittcd. Wcslcyiin Methodist Minister, now deceased, (the

Kevd. A. Prindle.) Having frequently beard
that he was accustomed to thinli independently, as well as clearly, and
coherently, and having unexpectedly met with him, I availed myself
of the opportunity to request a statement of the result of his medita-
tions on tlio much controverted passage that is now before us. The
reply was to this effect : he had heard and read much about it from
interpreters of different denominations, but nothing of a satisfactory
character. The reayon was this ; he perceived that all alike, neglec-
ted both the preceding and succeeding context ; and applied the in-

termediate words to a subject not there spoken of, and to characters
not mentioned there : that the Apostle, however, gives no indication
of any intended transition of thought : that hence the first, because
the most natural in((uiry, is this : Mioht not the ni)ostle's words be ap-
plied, in some legitimate and important sense, to the very subject on
which he was professedly treating, in the verses immediately before
and after them ? Treasuring up those remarks, we have examined
the matter. The exposition now submitted is the result.

Preliminary criti-
I* ^^^^ 'j«P» shrewdly observed, that the surest

ci.sm. siiowiiig that way to prevent the discovery of truth, is to set up
Civlviiusmhasnoba-
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His iu this pas«aj,rp, Rometlung in the stead of it. If so, to remove
tho' usually deemeci what has been thus set up, is, in such cases, aus ' strongest and
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least equivocal preparatory work of great importance. We
KiSs'trV^-^^

^^'''^'" '*' ^*^^''^^^'-^' therefore, to occupy a few in-

inisappliud these voi^-
<'i"o<luctory pages, in shewing that certain pronri-

^^'^' T'Cnt annotations, have no foundation in these

versos. A refutation of the doctrines involved in any of these inter-
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