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ing up many abufes in one age, and the at-

tempts to remove them in another. Thefe
infant fettlements furelv demanded a more
iimple, clear, and determinate legiflation,

though it were of fomewhat an homelier

kind -y laws fuited to the time, to their coun-

try, and the nature of their new way of life.

Many things flill fubfift in the law of Eng-
land, which are built upon caufes and reafons

that have long ago ceafed; many things are in

thofe laws fuitable to England only. But the

whole weight of this ill-agreeing mafs, which
neither we nor our fathers were well able to

bear, is laid upon the flioulders of thefe colo-

nies, by which a fpirit of contention is raifed,

and arms oifenfive and defenfive are fupplied

to keep up and exercife this fpirit, by the in-

tricacy and unfuitablenefs of the laws to their

objed:. And thus in many of our fettlem'^nt:

the lawyers have gathered to themfelves the

greateft part of the wealth of the country;

men of lefs ufe in fuch eftablifhments than in

more fettled countries, where the number of

people naturally fets many apart from the oc-

cupations of hufbandry, arts, or commerce.

Certainly our American brethren might well

have carried with them the privileges which

make the glory and happinefs of Englilhmcn,

without taking them encumbered with all that

load of matter, perhaps fo ufelefs at home,
without doubt fo extremely prejudicial in the

colonies. Laws


