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my fears of the secret incendiary, as well as the prowling spy

of the enemy, and in an unguarded moment our labor may be

destroyed. As a substitute for a guard, I have made arrange-

ments with the workmen in the yard to stand guard until I

hear from you. Mr. Brown joins me in my opinion in regard

to the danger, and the course I intend to pursue." This guard,

in connection with a well armed volunteer company com-

manded by Captain Thos. Forster, composed of sixty citizens,

constituted for some time the only protection of the town and

vessels on the stocks.

Commodore Perry arrived on the 27th from Black Rock,

and at once assumed command. The defenceless condition of

the vessels and the town at once claimed his attention, and he

immediately sent for General Mead, the military commander in

that portion of Pennsylvania ; the result of which conference

was the calling out of the military force under his command,

or sufficient for a guard, and in a short time one thousand

mititia were in camp, which was ultimately reinforced by sev-

eral hundred volunteers from the interior of the State.

Although Erie (Presqu 'ile) had twice been occupied as a

Fiilitary post—first by the French as early as 1760, and subse-

quently by the United States in 1798, and where the latter had

a stockade-fort with three small block-houses and other

military fixtures

—

yet not a single piece of ordnance remained,

and the only thing in the shape of a cannon was a small iron

boat hoivitzer, with which the villagers celebrated the Fourth of

July, and other occasions, belonging to General Kelso, it having

been found by him on the beach of the lake, where probably

it had been left by the wrecking of an armed French batteau.


